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Cemetery work planned in Franklin

BY NANCY LONG
Franidin Correspondent

Restoration of monuments and stones in the old sec-
tion of Franklin Cemetery will begin in June.

Ravaged by vandals and weather, many monu-
ments will need resetting and foundations rebuilt. Cost
of the restoration of damaged stones will be high and
the cemetery board is making an a for assistance
from people with ancestors buried in the old section, as
well as those interested in the project.

Contributions should be made to the Franklin Bank
or be given to any member of the board. Checks should
be made to the Franklin Cemetery Restoration Fund.
All money received will be used solely for restoring the
damaged stones in the old section.

Current board members are Leroy Sweet, pres-
ident; Nancy Wood, secretary-treasurer; William
Rees Sr., John Roach, Wayne Rolston and Harvey

Smith.

On Oct. 18, 1831, John W. Burch and his wife, Peggy,
conveyed a piece of land, 23 rods by 13 rods, between
the old burying ground on the west and Reinbach
Street on the east to the trustees of Franklin Methodist
Church.

A log cabin first stood on this d, and about 1840,
a brick church was built near the south side of the lot.
This church was destroyed in 1860 by a storm, with the
members then erecting a church on the north side of

Frankhncls in Village Park where the new church now
stands.

On Aug. 18, 1908, the Franklin Cemetery Association
was incorporated under the general cemetery act of
Illinois.

Lewis Roberts, president; M.B. Keplinger, secret-
ary-treasurer; J.P. Woods, John Votsmier, A.J. Tran-
barger and Fred Burch were elected the first trustees
and officers. :

This first board secured title to the old cemetery and
%urchased an additional 5.129 acres from Alexander

an Winkle, J.M. Hart and W.J. Wyatt. The entire
cemetery was surveyed and platted by John L. Smet-
ters under the supervision of Charles W. Brown, civil
engineer from Jacksonville. The cemetery was
mowed free of charge to lot owners once a year in the
month of May. Any lot owner could have this lot
mowed during the rest of ihe year for $2.

Perpetual care was provided by the association for
any lot owner who invested $100, with the income from
the investment used for that purpose.

Today, the cemetery is mowed each month, from
April through September. Cost of perpetual care has
tripled. Several lot owners continue to pay yearly for
grave maintenance. Income from perpetual care,
grave opening fees, sale of grave spaces and donations
from caring people keep the asseciation solvent, but
expenses above noremal operation of the cemetery
must now come from other sources.
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Cemetery pro

blems to be

discussed at G&H meeting

A discussion of gravediggers and other problems of
cemeteries, a continuation of the April discussion, will
bethewpicofmeThuraday.Mayza,moetﬁoftpc
Jacksonville Area Genealogical and Historical Socie-
ty. The meeting will bﬁn at 7:30 'p.m. at the North-
ainstmsbyteﬂan urch at

urt ayette streets.

New membersconﬁnuetojoin.'rheirmmeaagdthg
surnames they are include: Sandra ‘‘Sue
Collins, 8532 N. Kedvale, Skokle, IL 60076 (Collins,
Lyle, Decker, Hamilton); Maurice Canaday, 407 N.

arren, Bunker Hill, IL 62014 (Fernandes, Vaughn,
Canaday); Alice Christen, 2020 Plum Jnckgonvillc.na
62650 (Christen, Awalt, Binmore, Hutchison, Mau,

Shepherd, Shelton).
wParrm Deatherage, R.R. 5, Box 339, Pittsburg KS
s Dosieey vl MO0 0 i
s . K atue,
Rutherford, Murray); Robert 0. Fay, 4303 O=f
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Way, Norman, OK 73072; Lena E. Fite, 9 Southvale
Drive, Jacksonville, IL 52650 (McLamar/McNamara,
Edward, Hettick).

Joyce Lee Fitzgerald, 3416 W. 55th St., Chicago, IL
60632 (Angelo, Bush, Beck, Dodson, Farmer, Caulk,

ear/Pruyear); Pamela Gaines, Box 35, Concord,
IL 62631 (Gaines, Hill, Stout, DeGroot, Deaton,
Flynn); Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Hettick, 1432 W. Lafayet-
te, Jacksonville, IL 62650 (Hettick, Powell, Roach);
Mr. and Mrs. W.J. Klamfoth, 647 Smoke Tree,
LaVerne, CA 91750 (Gehrman, Klamfoth).

David L. Herbert, 3933 Shelter Grove Drive,
Claremont, CA 91711, is doing research on his ancestor
John M. Letton who lived in Jacksonville in 1859-60.

June 1. Wilson, 2309 W. Overland, Scottsbluff, NE
59361, is searching for the death date and burial place
of Thomas Murphy, who was born in 1872 and was said
to be the Jacksonville postmaster at some time.

Visitors are welcome to attend the society meetings.
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Learn from yesterday--live for today--hope for a better tomorrow.

PLEASE--send us your changes of address as soon as possible so that we can correct
our records before mailing vital genealogical materials or quarterlies to you.

PLEASE--carefully write your address on the membership sheets. We have to waste a
lot of postage for returned mail because even a mis-spelled street address will be
the excuse for the postoffice to return it. Especially is this true of the street
and town ndmes in the west such as Arizona, New Mexico, california and Hawaii,

which are Spanish in origin.

PLEASE--make use of our yellow membership sheets. They are the means to keeping
our many bookkeeping duties straight, not for just the current year, but for refer-

ence in years of the past when we want to recall some person's correspondence.
* * * %* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * % * * * * * *
* * * * * * * R * * * * * * * * * * * * * % * * * * * *
Our sincere thanks to those few members who responded with a donation to our Library
Fund. We will appreciate a continuance of donations from those genealogical resear-
chers who can help us.to expand our library space and services.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * :
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Dear Geneal Members and Friends: Did you know that every person now living under
the United States 50-star flag was born 200 years ago on May 25, 17872

That day and the succeeding days to September 17, 1787 were the most important
days of your early life! It makes no difference as to the origin of your ancestors
in reference to race, color, creed, religion, wealthy land owner, indentured servant,
slave, office holder, judge, farmer, or any other occupation. It makes no difference
whether your ancestors were born in our United States, or came more recently to our
country. All of these are quite dependent on the deliberations that transpired be-
tween the delegates of 12 states from May 25, 1787 to the finalization of a constitu-
tion on September 17, 1787. BAs Ben Franklin is quoted, "We have set up a Republic
. « «" There was a gquestion as to whether it would rise or fall.

But 200 years later it is a thriving republic filled with our collective ances-
tors from all parts of our earthly globe. Had it not been for this drafting of our
Constitution you may never have realized personhood on this planet. For it was your
ancestors, and mine, who flocked to a country where freedom of various natures was
supposed to be secured. It was a marriage meeting ground for men and women who would
otherwise never have met!

Too many of these rainbowed family members have not realized it was their respon-
sibility also to help this Republic,.with its many and ever-growing problems, to keep
it a haven of freedom's refuge for their descendants. After 200 years it still de-
pends upon our citizens as to whether this Republic shall rise or fall in the ages
yet to come. Let's not let Ben Franklin and George Washington down in this respect!

Bs a result of that birthday 200 years ago, We set up an organization in 1972 to
assist interested persons to search for their ancestral ties. In these 15 years of
society-hood we have been quite successful, as it appears from the records. Of our
99 charter members, we still have 47. Our membership is probably over the 650 mark
we have been quoting, now, but the figure of 40 states and Canada still holds. 1In
this June guarterly we have listed, in our Fourth Directory of Membership for 1986-
1987, 40 new members, many of whom have ordered some of our back issues of the gquar-
terly.

Libraries are beginning to want our first issues 1972-1978, which are now out-of-
print, for permanent binding of all our issues to date.

Some of our past members have donated their quarterlies to local libraries, or
friends or relatives who became interested in family researching in west central Il-
linois. One of our local members has donated her back issues to us so that we could
fulfill the request of the St. Louis Library.

Every issue of our quarterlies has been filled with information not ordinarily
available to the public, since much of the research came from remote storaged books,
and unknown or unidentified cemeteries, etc. Therefore, when you have finished with
them, will you please loan or donate them to some person or library who can, or will,
make good use of them -- we hope.

Our own library is quickly expanding to its "upper rooms", in order to make more
room for more currently used records in our smaill Iibrary room on the first floor at
the corner of Morgan and Fayette. Mrs. Mary Frances Alkire is librarian volunteer.
We wish to publicly thank those of our members who have made contributions to our
"Library Fund", as having to pay $150.00 per month, now instead of $50.00, is going
to present financial problems.in our future. Our dues are too low, we know. But we
feel it is important to maintain a rate to benefit those among us who are on low bud-
gets, and to attract new members who say "but I already belong to a lot of societies".

They are persuaded then to join at the lower price in order to have their name,
address and surnames being researched sent out in our monthly news items to about 7
newspapers in the area, and to have their names published in our quarterly's Direc-
tory of Membership. All new members who want to know who all are searching in our
area should purchase our 1986 quarterlies @ $10.00 per set, if they haven't already
done so. Happy 200th birth anniversary to all of you. Love, your Editor,
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Page 1l: THE EVOLUTION OF THE FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES AS A NEW NATIONAL GOVERN-
MENT DEVELOPED IN THE NORTH AMERICAN HEMISPHERE 1776-1960.
By Florence Hutchison, a vexillological lecturer on "The History of the Flags
of the United States, and The Truth About Flagmaker Betsy Ross."

This historical article on the evolutionary procedures of statehood is written
for the benefit of genealogical researchers so that they may better understand the
progressions of their ancestors' migrations to new lands secured by treaty, and
opened up to new settlers as they spread from East to West, from the Atlantic to
the Pacific Ocean. ‘

The map and flag illustrations were taken from The Flag of the United States:
Its History and Symbolism by James A. Moss, Colonel, United States Army (Retired),
published by The United States Flag Association, Washington D.C., second edition
1933, pages 6-12.

Col. Moss, a West Point graduate, veteran of three wars, and a noted military
author was "Originator and President General of The United States Flag Association".

His DEDICATION p. vii is as follows:

Since boyhood a soldier and having fought on the battlefields of three
wars in defense of my own, my native land, I salute our youth of today,
"01d Glory's" greatest glory, in whose hands will be the Bmerican of tomor-
row, and I dedicate to them this book in the earnest hope that it will give
to those who may read it a finer understanding, a deeper appreciation, of
American ideals and institutions symbolized by the Flag [of the United States]
which will inspire them with a determination to do their bit to leave America
a greater and better America than they found.

Washington D.C., February 12, 1930. Colonel, U.S. Army (Retired)

It is in the numbers of stars in the flag of the United States that we can
read the growth of our nation. As the nation grew in size by additional lands se-
cured and given territorial then statehood rights, so have the stars in the flag
increased in number, a star being added for each new State admitted into the Union.

Beginning as of a new flag law of April 18, 1818 Flaghood Day is the 4th of
July following the Statehood Day, which can be a confusing factor to researchers.
since the year-date is not always the same. The statehood day is usually referred
to as "date of admission" to the United States legal govermmental controls with
state sovereignty. Flaghood day is when that state's star is officially added to
the national flag with ceremonies in the new state capitol, in Washington D.C. and
at Philadelphia, the site of the first national government, which always occurs
the "Fourth of July following the date of admission.”

At this point Mrs. Hutchison wants to clarify the common mistake of calling
owr national flag "The American Flag". There is no flag in our hemisphere entitled
to that designatidﬁ?— There are about 38 national flags of equal importance in
North and South America, including flags of several European nations flying over
their territories and departments in our hemisphere.

Our national flag should always be referred to as "the flag of the United
States", or the United Statesian flag, which is just as proper as Canadian, Brazil-
ian, or Cuban flag designations. Won't you, our readers, take this revelati?n to
heart and remember to call our beautiful stars and stripes by its rightful title?

while the first stars and stripes evolved in the latter part of May, 1776,
and was in production and usage by the signing of the Declaration of Independence,
it was not officially on the records of Continental Congress until June 14, 1777,

with this entry:
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Page 2:

Congress, Saturday, June 14, 1777

been in evidence for more than a year previously..

les Thomson, Secretary of the Congress since its institution in 1774
¥ n

that the designation is "the Flag of the United States.

THE EVOLUTION OF THE FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES AS A NEW NATIONAL GOVERNMENT

DEVELOPED IN THE NORTH AMERICAN HEMISPHERE 1776-1960.
2483
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The above is a facsimile of the original resolution passed by the Continental
adopting the Flag of the United States which had
The handwriting is that of Char-
Please note

PR Tk

RECAJROIN. \
OWNERSHIP or THIS N
ERQITORY NORTH & TR

tmme -

after the

Above is a map indicating the claims of the thirteen United States
Treaty of Paris was signed September 3, 1783, when our independence from Great Britain
was finally acknowledged. By the end of 1783 the last British soldiers had left the
country.

The State of Vermont was admitted into the Union March 4 1791, with Kentucky
While flags with the appropriate number of stars,

entering the Union June 1, 1792.
14 and then 15, were undoubtedly flown to celebrate, history has lost sight of these
The Representatives of these two States in Congress wanted their

unrecorded events.
States to be recognized on the national flag, so on January 13, 1794, Congress enac—

ed the following law:
That from and after the first day of May, 1795, the Flag of the United
States be fifteen stripes, alternate red and white; and that the union be

fi fteen stars, white, in a blue field.
_2_.
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THE EVOLUTION OF THE FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES AS A NEW NATIONAL GOVERNMENT

Page 3:
DEVELOPED IN THE NORTH AMERICAN HEMISPHERE 1776-1960.

The flag of fifteen stars and fifteenstripes Was the national standard and en-
sign from 1795 to 1818, a total of twenty-three years. The valors of our ancestors
in the War of 1812, who fought to preserve our nation, are well-known and will not
be related here. "The Star Spangled Banner" written by Francis Scott Key the night

of September 13-14, 1814 says it all:

And the rockets' red glare, the bombs bursting in air
Gave proof through the night that our Flag was still there!

May no legislation by Congress ever be carried into law to change our national
anthem from this descriptive song about an event that indeed preserved us a nation!

THE FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES FROM 1795 TO 18138
(23 YEARS)

2 1HE OHIORWVER §.-oc=8.

\Yeq )

Tn some Flags the stars were staggered, which traditionally became the Navy
ensign. The national standards usually were arranged with the stars in square
formation, when possible. Each star, or stars, addition regquired the ingenuity
of the head of State responsible for the new design as states were added.

From the passage of the Act January 13, 1794 increasing the number of stars
in the Flag to fifteen, until 1817, the following five States were admitted into
the Union: Tennessee-—June 1, 1796; Ohio--March 1, 1803; Louisiana--April 30,
1812; Indiana--December 11, 1816, and Mississippi--December 10, 1817.

These dates of statehood are important to ancestor-hunters, as it gives them
the dates when state records and some of the earliest county :land, _marriage and
probate records were started. By locating early county maps, one can determine
in which parent county to search for their earliest records.

In order to give the five new States representation in the Flag, Congress on

April 4, 1818, enacted the following law:

SECTION 1. That from and after the fourth day of July next, the Flag of
the United States be thirteen horizontal stripes, alternate red and white;

JAG&HS XV #2 June /1987 = 3




THE EVOLUTION OF THE FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES AS A NEW NATIONAL GOVERNMENT

Page 4:
DEVELOPED IN THE NORTH AMERICAN HEMISPHERE 1776-1960.

that the union have twenty stars, white in a blue field.
SECTION 2. That on the admission of every State into the Union, one star be
added to the union of the Flag; and that such addition shall take effect on the .

Fourth of July next succeeding admission.
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The above is a map of the United States in 1818, when the stars in the national
flag were increased to twenty. Following those five states, were Illinois--December .
3, 1818; Alabama--December 14, 1819; Maine--March 15, 1820; Missouri--August 10,
1821; Arkansas--June 15, 1836; Michigan--January 26, 1837; Florida--March 3, 1845
and Texas--December 29, 1845.

In 1846 war with Mexico followed a dispute over the Texas boundary, with terms
of peace being negotiated two years later, in 1848. Our“ flag then had 28 stars.
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above is a map of the United states at the beginning of the Mexican War.
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Page 5: THE EVOLUT!ON OF THE FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES AS A NEW NATIONAL GOVERNMENT
DEVELOPED IN THE NORTH AMERICAN HEMISPHERE 1776-1960.

By the time Nicholas Trist, appointed by President James K. Polk, met with represen-
tatives of Mexico to sign the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo on February 2, 1848, anot-
her state had been added to the Union which was Iowa--December 28, 1846.

This poses an interesting flag question. What flag was representing the United
States at the signing? Did it have 28, or 29 stars? According to law, however,
it should have been 28 stars since the 29th star did not go on the flag officially
until July 4, 1847.

211 of the Mexican War references agree on one topic: besides winning the en-
tire Southwest for the United States, the Mexican War was a training ground for many
young officers who later won distinction in the upcoming Civil War.

THE MEXICAN WAR |

The Mexican War was a training ground for young officers.
Among them were Lee, Grant, Sherman, and Jackson, who be- '}

came outstanding generals some years later in the Civil War.

o

_— '\'-:d;' &
GEN. A.}. SANTA ANNA -
Mexican Gogimander-in-Chief |

, LEE™ .

\
Ialer' to lead later cefimgnder o?\,f
the Union forces  the Confederate ‘Armies”

U.S. GRANT R.

»

GEN.ZACNARY TAYLOR
“Old Rough eady”
< \(

i """’-. ‘ : ~ Y 4 o \-\ !9\;." E’ \ ' -
B e ~ -~ 3 “ .
g e T, AN S e e
: [pE'N\;KVINFI D sccfa% ﬂg ;s(c;{ro fight \ T J. (Stonem{ll) J){tKSON
we

1®1d Fuss and Feathers” the North who died for the South

This graphic illustration is from an o0ld history textbook "The Making Of Our Nation"
by Don Sharkey and others, published by William H. Sadler, Inc., Chicago, 1955.

vour editor has a suggestion to make to family historians at this point. 1In
compiling your family history, study the older history books for events that influ-
enced what your ancestors did at any given period of time. The Goodwill Industries
and many other establishments which gather and put up for sale these old books are
good sources of illustrative historical materials with which to enhance your ances-
tral records and trails across the country. ILibrary book sales are another source
of from which to secure old history books at a cheap price.

the Civil war five more states were added to the Union.
california--September 9, 1850; Minnesota--May 11

and Kansas January 29, 1861l. Our historian whose

. . when the Civil War started

pefore the beginning of
They were Wisconsin--May 29, 1848;
1858; Oregon--February 14, 1859,
book has provided the map and flag pictures said:
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Page 6: THE EVOLUTION OF THE FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES AS A NEW NATIONAL GOVERNMENT
DEV'ELOPED IN THE NORTH AMERICAN HEMISPHERE 1776-1960.

the stars in the Flag numbered thirty-
four . . ." This is not an accurate state-
ment, because the 34th star for Kansas was
not officially added to the union until
July 4, 1861. Fort Sumter was fired upon

< and surrendered by Major Anderson on April
. MEXICAN AN )
CESSION "Miryyom IR 14, 1861.

LOUISIANA
TERRITORY

Because of the scarcity of materials and
official flags no doubt many of the Union's
FLORIDA officers continued carrying the flag of 33
1819 stars in to battle with them for the first
few years of the war, or until they were
shot down or captured by the opposiing side.
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The smaller map indicates the various cessions, annexations and territory gained for
the United States prior to the Civil War. The larger map indicates how these acqui-
sitions were divided in to new states and territories, and how wars and governmental
laws affected the land that became settled by our ancestors. There were many trails
established to the West by the ever on-going wagon trains.







