WHAT IS8 MTHTIS ? ‘

Your Members! iv. 7. ! comacsos (If vou have paid your dues --

WHER ? July 21, 1972 Otherwise, a nearly-blank space!)

WHAT? NEWSIETTER # 1

e JACKSONVILLE AREA
FROM? Mrs., Tlorence Hulchison, President GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
Hget 5 % A A P. O. Box 21
Jacksonville Aresa enealogical Society Jacksonville, I11. 62650
P. 0. Box 21, Jacksonville ILL 62650

e Leome aboand the Rood Shin "I-F-GENEAL-S" with 415 100 nassengers & crew!
Md what fruitful passzge of Time = 6 short months, in which we have had 6 night
and 6 day meetirgs to the credit of the 2lst Genealogical Society to be organized

in the 21st State in the Union. Total attendance 305.
Hoo's that fon a good 5tant?

Prior to January 26, 1972, there was no Genealogical orgenization in west
centrall Illinois near Jacksonville, except societies in Sangamon and Brown=-
Schuvler counties. An idea was exchanged between two people - Wlorence Hutchison
inquiring of Past President Lowell Volkel how to become a member of the Illinois
State Genealogical Society. During the conversation Lowell said, wishfullvy,
"Some dat we waut to L1 to oraanize a Soclefr .in Jachsonville,"

Wlorence, inspired by the thought, secured the Illinois Power Auditorium for
the night of January 26th, put notices in several newspapers in Jacksonville and
surrounding counties, and praved that there would be no snow-storms.

The "First-Nighter's Honor Roll" was established for persons interested in
such an organization by attendance, sending cards, or telephoning the Membership
committee if they were unable to be present., There are T0 persons listed as
" TRST-NIGHTERS", 50 of them in attendance on January 26th.

And then the eventful night came - clear, cold, and beautiful. First the
cour@’sl_@miﬂee of the Jacksonville Woman's Club, under the chairmanship of its
President, Mrs. Helen Hierman, enticed visitors with tasty coffee and cockies.

Mrs. Florence Hutchison, temporary chairman, welcomed the visitors from I'IVE
Counties, and explained the purposes of the meeting. ©5She introduced Lowell Volkel,
the first President of the Illinois State Geneslogical Society when it vas chartered,
who inspired the listeners with his views of the advantages of such B.'.SOC:letjf :!.n the
preservation of our records and our heritage. He in turn introduced “Mrs. Henrietta

Jesse, second President of the state society, currently Chairman of the Guidance

Committee for Forming New Societies.
Henrietta asked the audience two i.mportani:. questions:
Do 1ou want to be an organized Societu? ; : :
Do nou want to elfect a venmanent sfate of officens this evening?
rmative answers by the persons present, she called for nominations.

on unanimous affi
g rs were subsequently voted upon, and duly elected;

The following office -
Mrs. Florence Hutcnison, Jacksonville, President;

Robert Dalton, Jacks onville, Vice=President;

Mr. :
Mrs., Emily Sievers, Jacksonville, Recording Secretary;
Mr. dJohn Griswold, White Hall, Treasurer;

. Gail Eck, Alexander, Corresponding Secretary.
i : ackso;wille, was appointed Publicity Chairman later.

Mrs. Janet Coble, J g
.ﬁg:mg several naz;es, JACKSONVILLE ARESQ GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY ias selected, since
our d:asires were to serve people interested in preserving their family heritage

over as vide an area as possible.
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And socoo - from Jucs 2 . te July 26th == we have expanded from
AY IDEA to 273 «5.P7 7 MEMBERS!
It is suck a rrivileze 20 ¢ . pleasure for your President to extend her greet-

ings to you mer:ers ond friez:s .- wherever vou are - over 8 Illinois Counties, and
5 States, including firianses, Ccm.:cticutt, Indiana, Missouri, & Nebraskal

The story of this fansce—ice giowth is better than Cinderella's fairy tale.
We should have named this Sc sietr ""HTHUSIASN UNLIMITED!" « judging by the
reactions of our "eager~beaver xembers".

Charter membershins in this "un-and=comine Society" are still available to
the other remhers of your familv - to vour friends - to vour relativas resiine
elsavhera in the world, (As the Presicent stated at one of the meetinns, "The

world is our doma1n.")

Duas ars $4.00 ner nerson, nlus $1.90 each for a spouse or child livine in #ae
home. Junior merbershins for vouns neonle in schnol is also $1.00,

Moena ith your check, send your name and mailin~ adcdress.

"ives should 1nc1ude, HTth her social name, her civen and raiden narmes.

The name o 2ach child merhershin should bn included.

Each penson m4LL neceive a merhers'in card.

Send dues to: John Griswold, 264 South Main, White Hall ILL 62092,

“or to: P. 0. Box 21, Jacksonville ILL 62650

How about doubling our J-A-GENEAL -S population by December 26th (or bhefore).
IT any person desiras a Charter Life ”em)nrsh1n for $100, Oﬁ this would he very
accentahle, So far, no one is listad in this catecorv. 'ho wank to be the first?

Instead of publishing a Journal, we decided to send NEWSLETTER # 1, under first-
class postage, to every farily resresented in our files, alcng with the membership
card stapled to the tcp of the first sheet - for those who have paid their dues.

This way we can test our mailing list for accuracy.

We have had quite a time composing our membership list, since our officers are
scattered in 3 towns. Beingz human, wve are subject to mistakes. Sooo, if you
have pald nour dues, and did not fzcedfve rouwr membens/ivn card mith this Letten -
please inform your Treasurer or President as to method (cash or check) - to whom
paid = and when. We ere prcud of everv member who has chosen to ride with us on
the Good Ship "J-A-GENEAI~S", and do not want to miss a single passenger!

In lieu of publishing a Journal, due to lack of experience - and finances
we are preparing a SURNAME TINDEX, and hope to print it before the Illinois State

Gecnealogical Society Annual Fall Conference, September 29 & 30, at Hotel St.

Nicholas, in Springfield.
Be sure to attend this conference == it's going to be good!

The enclosed INTORMATION SHEET gives vou the format for our SURNAME INDEX.
We hope to use the QEEE_EXEPem’ whereby more information is given:

SURNAME GIVEN NAME BIRTH SPOUSE'S INAME YEAR  YEAR STATE
YEAR STATE MARR, DIED BUR'D

7ill in as much information as you have available. If a married couple submits

surnames, put on separate pages. Be sure to keep a copy for reference in vour files,

If more than 1 sheet is needed, you can send for more, or make a facsimile.

We would like married couples to list their address as i.e., Herrv and Mary (Jones)

Scarbrough - which identifiez the maiden name of the wife.

BEADLINE: for sending SURNAME INDEX SHEETS -- August 30, 1972. But sooner, = if
possible -~ so that our committee chairman, Mrs. Virglnla Gordon can start compiling
Send them to P, 0., Box 21, Jacksonv1lle ILL 62650

information.
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Your President would - o & .reclate a letter from you, along with the SURNAME:
. INDEX - if vou care to write - o fering suggestions for the betterment of our Society
—asking questions - giving us i7 =5 for programs = sharing good ideas, or references,

~offering assistance for whi.l. you have talents - enything of benefit to the continued
growth of our flourishing Society! .-and, names of persons vou think would be inter-
ested in our organizaticn.

“ost of all, me would Libe conies of cemeter: LisTinas 4in rroun nossessson.

Your President has just uncovered several Morgan, Scott, Cass countv cemetery
listings - made in 1929 by Sarah John English, not included in her books at our
Public Library, and Illinois State Historiecal Library indexed under her name. In
her published books you will find many Bible records, and family genealogies.

We have zeroxed 93 pages, so far, as a basis for starting Cemeterv Reference
Totebooks for use of our members. We have also located a List of Cemeteries for
Morgen end Greene Counties compiled in 195L,

We are so thankful for the contributions on Greene Countvy cemeteries sent to
us by Mr. and Mrs., John W. King of Carrollton, on those hard to reach, and some
quite old. Among them are Admire, Mills, Mayberry, Mulberry (King), Frv, Clendenin,
Varble, 0ld Catholic, Erwin, Elm Dale, Gernigen, Carter & Hopewell or Morfoot.

And socoo- one of our major projects for this vear: £o aathen as mant cemetenn
Lirtings fon Morgan and nearbr counties as wossible!

Perhaps we can later publish an Index of these holdings, and make availasble, for the
first time, tombstone inscriptions from many cemeteries in west central Illinois.
Mon't you please contribute to this nroiect?

BUT: please describe the locatioz of the cemetery as best you caen - its name -Countv
-and your name and adfress - so tiiot we would know with whom to check.
. T+ vrou have QUERIES, send ih=m to our Correspondig_g Secretary, MRS, CGAIL ECK,

P. 0. Box T2, Alexandcy TLL 62401,

Fuliow the pattein of our Tllinois State Genealogical Societv - no more than
50 words - no abbreviations - dousle spacing - each query on & separate page.
We do not know when these will be published -free to members - perhaps some might
be included in the Surname Index - depending upon its size and format.

With no precedence or experience to guide your officers - we do not know what
our cspebilities or talents are in the publishing field.

None of your officers have had previous membership in a genealogical society -
everything is new to everybody; but we do not let newness to the subject dim our
bright views for accomplishment thus far, nor hopes for the future.

We meet monthly, through the summer, on the SECW@M@@PON

at 1:30 p.m. at the Jacksonviile Public ILibrary.
We meet monthly, through the summer, on the FOURTH INC at the

Illinois Power Auditorium., We are so grateful for the great service Illinois Power
renders to Jackscnville by letting groups such as our Society use their lovely

Auditorium at 1900 West Lafavette. Vhile meetings start at 7:30 p.m, we encourage
members end visitors to arrive much earlier (doors open af 6:30), and engage in
conversation with new-found friends. Won't you join us? and get acquainted with

some might- fine people.

At our next monthly meeting Thursdey evening July 2Tth, we will discuss
cemetery records. Bring any vou can share with us. We shall appreciate copies
. for our Cemeterv Reference Notebooks. We want to cross-check each listing, and
bring them all up to date, discover and correct a.t:.W errors in reading or typing.
Space is gone! My special thenks to all officers and committee members who
so faithfully "work behind the scenes". Adieu J-A-GENEAL-S, Flonence Hutchison, Phes.



