A Brief Synopsis of
Nicola Tesla

Nicola Tesla 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Serbian-American inventor, electrical engineer, mechanical engineer, futurist who is best known for his contributions to the design of the modern alternating current (AC) electricity supply system.  He would constantly demonstrate his achievements, and was renowned for his showmanship.  Tesla was really the PT Barnum of science far more a popularizer and showman than his consistent critic Thomas Edison.  He envisioned a wireless lighting and worldwide wireless electric power distribution also envisioning GPS. In 1893, Tesla pronounced he was working on a wireless communication device (cell phones).  Tesla's work fell into relative obscurity following his death, yet with the birth of cell phones and other scientific breakthroughs that echoed his original ideas, there has come a renaissance in his reputation.  Most now remember him as a remarkable prescient scientist whose ideas presaged our 21st century world, they have forgotten that he was also a remarkably flawed human being.  He is thus a great Chautauqua character! 
