
Legacy Hospice & Palliative Care 
  A Season for Caring 

Question Corner: 
How does Palliative Care Differ from Hospice? 

The focus of Palliative Care is on pain, symptom, and stress management of a serious 
illness most often as an adjunct to curative care modalities. The focus of Hospice Care is 
alleviating the physical symptoms of terminally ill patients while providing emotional 
support to the patient and family during and after the dying process. 

Because the goals of these two types of care are so different, they are paid for by 
Medicare and other insurances very differently. The chart below shows the differences 
between Palliative Care and Hospice.  

Question Palliative Care Hospice 
Who can receive services? Any individual with a 

serious illness regardless 
of life expectancy  

Individual with a terminal 
illness with life expectancy 

measured in months 
Can a patient receive 
curative treatments? 

Yes No 

What services are 
provided? 

Pain & Symptom 
management, in person 
visits, advanced care 

planning and referrals to 
community resources. 

Not on call 24/7 

Pain & Symptom management. 
24 hour on call, in person visits, 

payment for DME & related 
medications. Interdisciplinary 

team, 
bereavement/spiritual/emotional 

support 

Who provides services? Physician, Nurse 
Practitioner, or nurse with 

consultative support in 
collaboration with the 
patient’s physician. 

Physician lead team including 
nurses, aides, social workers, 

chaplains, volunteers, and 
therapy disciplines. 

How long can an 
individual receive 

services? 

Not time limited and 
increases over time as 

their disease progresses 

Life expectancy measured in 
months not years.  

When Should I refer? Patients with advanced 
chronic illness that have 

received maximum 
medical therapy and are 
at risk of hospitalization 

for decompensation. 

Patient with terminal illness 
with life expectancy measured 

in months who’s focus has 
shifted to symptom 

management and comfort care. 




