[bookmark: _Hlk81754145]The Imitation of Christ by Thomas A. Kempis

[bookmark: _Hlk83068021]BOOK TWO:  THE INTERIOR LIFE
Chapter 8 Part 1:  The Intimate Friendship of Jesus

Quote:

"WHEN Jesus is near, all is well and nothing seems difficult. When He is absent, all is hard. When Jesus does not speak within, all other comfort is empty, but if He says only a word, it brings great consolation.

Did not Mary Magdalen rise at once from her weeping when Martha said to her: "The Master is come, and calleth for thee"?  Happy is the hour when Jesus calls one from tears to joy of spirit.

How dry and hard you are without Jesus! How foolish and vain if you desire anything but Him! Is it not a greater loss than losing the whole world? For what, without Jesus, can the world give you? Life without Him is a relentless hell, but living with Him is a sweet paradise. If Jesus be with you, no enemy can harm you."

Definition:

Consolation:  Comfort which eases grief and pain

Scripture:

John 11:17-29

On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days.  Now, Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother.  When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home.

“Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have died.  But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.”

Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”

Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.”

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die; and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?”

“Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to come into the world.”

After she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary aside. “The Teacher is here,” she said, “and is asking for you.”  When Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went to him.

Concept:

Without the emotional and spiritual support of Jesus and others we have nothing.

Discussion:

How does the friendship of Jesus and other people bring meaning to life?

People are designed by God to be relational.  How do relationships cause hurts, habits, and hang ups?

How does Jesus (God) make himself real through relationships?
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