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Chapter 11 Part 3:  Few Love the Cross of Jesus

Quote:

 " If a man give all his wealth, it is nothing; if he do great penance, it is little; if he gain all knowledge, he is still far afield; if he have great virtue and much ardent devotion, he still lacks a great deal, and especially, the one thing that is most necessary to him. What is this one thing? That leaving all, he forsake himself, completely renounce himself, and give up all private affections. Then, when he has done all that he knows ought to be done, let him consider it as nothing, let him make little of what may be considered great; let him in all honesty call himself an unprofitable servant. For truth itself has said: “When you shall have done all these things that are commanded you, say: “we are unprofitable servants.’”

Then he will be truly poor and stripped in spirit, and with the prophet may say: “I am alone and poor.”  No one, however, is more wealthy than such a man; no one is more powerful, no one freer than he who knows how to leave all things and think of himself as the least of all."

Definition:

Idolatry - In Judaism and Christianity, the worship of someone or something other than God as though it were God. 

Scripture:

Psalm 115:4–8

Their idols are silver and gold,
the work of human hands.
They have mouths, but do not speak;
eyes, but do not see.
They have ears, but do not hear;
noses, but do not smell.
They have hands, but do not feel;
feet, but do not walk;
and they do not make a sound in their throat.
Those who make them become like them;
so do all who trust in them.

Exodus 20:3-6

You shall have no other gods before me. You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate me, but showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and keep my commandments.

Habakkuk 2:18

What profit is an idol
when its maker has shaped it,
a metal image, a teacher of lies?
For its maker trusts in his own creation
when he makes speechless idols!

Concept:

Idols give a false sense of security because they cause division rather than unity.

Discussion:

Two thousand years ago, an idol would be a molten image.  What constitutes an idol today?

Can a man-made thought process be considered an idol?

How have you experienced idols devaluing people?
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