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YOUR TRUE 100% IRISH & 100% REALTOR 
 

 

Ed Ledwidge, Realtor 
608-212-4005 

!
MAY THE GOOD LORD TAKE A LIKEN TO YA!!! 

Call Me For Any And All Your Real Estate Needs.!
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SprintPrint
YOUR PRINT MEDIA SOLUTION

2790 South Fish Hatchery Rd.  |  Madison, WI 53711
608.277.7500  |  sprintprint.com
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"Whiskey in the Jar" is one of the best-loved Irish ballads.  It is a song about a notorious Irish highwayman named 
Patrick Fleming who was hanged in 1650.  It has become a true rebel air that stirs the passions.  It has become a hit for 
several performers.  Fleming was no hero as he murdered, robbed, and maimed the rich and poor alike including 
women and children before he was hunted down.  He made a legendary escape from his death cell by scrambling up a 
chimney, but he was eventually recaptured.  In death, he acquired a heroic air, and many poems were written about 
him. 
 
"Whiskey in the Jar" tells the story of a highway robber who was betrayed by his lover Molly and ended up in ball and 
chain in prison.  Songs of highwaymen attacking agents of the crown were very popular with Irish peasants.  They 
admired highwaymen who robbed English landlords and regarded them as patriots.  "Whiskey in the Jar" was written 
about the time of Cromwell's invasion of Ireland.  It was brought to America by Irish indentured servants.  The famed 
Fighting 69th adopted the song but changed the lyrics and called it "We'll fight for Uncle Sam."  It is incredible to 
think a long-ago written ballad about a highwayman remains so popular today. 

_____________________ 
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Britain helped to start slavery in America.  The first British ships carrying slaves arrived in Virginia in 1619.  The ship 
"White Lion" brought 20 men and women that had been ripped from their homeland in what is now Angola.  
Shipowners considered them to be part of their cargo and sold them to the leadership in the colony.  This began the 
shameful legacy in America. 
 
America was governed by Britain until 1783.  Everything created in America was British including laws on which 
slavery was built.  Policing in the southern United States had its origins in slave patrols set up under the British in the 
early 1700s.  Local laws regarded black people as inferior and different.  The British sent supplies and arms to the 
Confederacy because the British elite wanted slavery to continue because of their business interests.  Their side was 
defeated, and laws began to change in America.   

_____________________ 
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Joan Connolly was a Catholic living in Belfast during the Troubles.  She believed the British soldiers were there to 
protect them.  She was the mother of eight children.  She was friendly with the soldiers and served them tea and 
sandwiches. 
 
In August 1971, Connolly witnessed 20-year-old Noel Phillips get shot   She immediately went to his aid.  The soldiers 
shot her four times.  They left her laying on the ground from 9 pm to 3 am bleeding to death.  The soldiers stated  
that they did not provide assistance to Connolly because they felt she was already dead. 
 
A documentary film was made of the events called "The Ballymurphy Precedent."  US Congressmen have pressed the 
British government for details of the incident with poor results. 

_____________________ 
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95./()  – means “plain” est. 1565 
 

94/(  – means “marsh” est. 1200 
 

A)//*" – means “people of black tribe” est. 1200 
 

B&@)/&C( – means “bare spot” est. 1200 
 

;&DD)/./*" – means “well of the Arra” est. 1200 
"

 

$.,)/=4/E" – means Larag’s port” est. 1200   



!
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 Cosgrove Cottage 
 

 Rent a cottage in remote 

         southwestern Ireland!   
           Enjoy a breathtaking  

 view of the Atlantic Ocean! 
 

For information/pictures, contact Don Cosgrove:    

Email:  doncosgrove@tds.net      Phone: (608) 274-1180 

     
Madison East                                                      Madison West 
Windsor/DeForest                                             Verona 

 608-249-8257 
Pre-Arrangements – Traditional Burials  

Cremation Services   
www.ryanfuneralservice.com   

Joe Herr 
Brunsell Lumber & Millwork  

Millwork Specialist 

4611 W Beltline Hwy 

Madison, WI  53711 

 

Cell: (608) 235-9940                     Office: (608) 442-6273 

Email:  jherr@brunsell.com 
 

 
  Quality Since 1938 

 

~ Member News        

                                                                               
Cead Mile Failte   

(one hundred thousand welcomes) 
 

The Club is pleased to welcome and announce its new member: 
 

Rebecca Wuetrich 
 

 
 

In Memoriam 

 

Colonel John F. “Jack” Rogan passed away at the age of 94 on March 8, 2021. Jack was born on July 10, 1926 
in New York City (the oldest of 7 children). He spent part of his childhood in Ireland. Jack was the devoted husband 
to his wife Ann and father to nine children and ten grandchildren. He served in the US Army for 25 years. 

He served as Wisconsin Director of Finance for 13 years under 5 governors. Jack also served as financial advisor 
to the Diocese of Madison for 38 years. A mass of Christian burial was held on March 30, 2021 with burial in 
Resurrection Cemetery. Jack embraced his Irish heritage and was a longtime member of the Dane County Shamrock 
Club being selected as their Irish Person of the Year for 2010.

The Club made a donation to the American Red Cross in Jack’s honor.
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  .     .     .     .   News of Interest 
 
�h The 5000-year-old passage tombs in County Sligo are being destroyed by vandals.  Some of the materials from 

the tombs have been taken.  A grave at Carrowkeel has been plagued with graffiti. 
 

�h Two missing paddleboarders were found by local fishermen 3 miles off the Aran Isles. They set off from Furbo 
Beach in Connemara at 8 pm and were rescued 15 hours later.  They survived an overnight thunderstorm and 
heavy winds. 

 

�h Adrian Hill, Irish scientist, is leading the search for a coronavirus vaccine at Oxford University in England.  Hill 
was born in Dublin and studied medicine at Trinity College.   

 

�h The Choctaw-Ireland Scholarship recognizes the generosity of the Choctaw Indian Nation during the Great 
Famine in Ireland.  Clare O'Donnell is a member of the tribe from Oklahoma who was the 2020 recipient.  She 
is now attending the University of Cork. 

 

�h A mass grave was found in the County Dublin suburb of Swords.  It is believed to be the burial site of victims 
of a plague.  Bones have been determined to be from the 15th century. 

 

�h A local from Spiddal, County Galway discovered an ancient dwelling that was uncovered by a storm.  The site is 
estimated to date from approximately 2000 BC. 

 

�h Smithwick's of Kilkenny began brewing beer in 1705.  It is considered one of the oldest breweries in the world.  
 

�h Fungie the Dolphin mysteriously disappeared from his home in Dingle Bay in October 2020.  Locals adored 
Fungie and they intend to erect a monument as a memorial.  Fungie lived for 37 years.  A statue already resides 
in Dingle town. 

 

�h The Unesco sites in Ireland are:  Giant's Causeway - County Antrim.  Newgrange Passage Tomb - County 
Meath 
Skellig Michael - County Kerry 

 

�h "The Fourth Northerners" is a book by Greg Knipe about the IRA's Northern Division during the Irish War of 
Independence.  

 

�h "Forgotten Ireland" is a video capturing Ireland 60 years ago with horse-drawn carts, cobblestone streets and 
cyclists. 

 

�h A new documentary on the life of Maureen O'Hara has aired in Ireland.  It explores the amazing facts about 
O'Hara's life. 

 

�h In 1990, Joe Biden proposed a resolution calling for Britain to reexamine the convictions of the wrongly 
accused Irishmen calling for the release of the Birmingham Six. 

 

�h You can purchase an "Irish Heritage Tree" to honor your family or ancestors.  Go to www.Irish Tree.com for 
more information including type of tree and cost. 

 

�h An Culu castle which sits on 4.5 acres overlooking Kenmare Bay in County Kerry was sold for 4.5 million 
euros. 

 

�h Dr. William Campbell is Ireland's only Nobel Prize winner for medicine.  He spent his early life in County 
Donegal and studied at Trinity College.  He won the Nobel Prize in 2015.  His book "Catching the Worm" is 
now available. 

 

  
�h Retired astronaut Marc Kelly won the Arizona senatorial seat over former fighter pilot and incumbent Martha 

McSally. 



 

May Newsletter Deadline ~ Newsletter articles are written by Harry McCarthy unless otherwise indicated and set-up by Pat 
McCarthy.  We encourage members to submit articles on their Irish travels, special interests and photos.  Please submit articles for the May  

newsletter to Harry McCarthy at himac98@charter.net or mail to 2656 Mica Rd., Fitchburg, WI  53711 by April 20, 2021. 

                    

 

DANE COUNTY SHAMROCK CLUB, INC. – BOARD OF DIRECTORS & COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
 

    https://www.facebook.com/DaneCountyShamrockClub        WEB:   !""#$%&&'()*+,-)".$!(/0,+1+2-34,05&     
6789:;8<=> 7.()>;-)) > ?@?ABC@ACCDD>> ryandanieldunn@hotmail.com>
E:F8A6789:;8<=&G8H9:=8> I/()'(>F,)J(. > KCBALLCADD@C> +,)J(.(2+M5/(N24+,/ >
98F78=I7O>> E(+()">> > >
=78I9P787> Q(00.>Q,J'*)> KCBALRBAK?LS>> '-)'**2T2M$3+52,3(24)*">
U8UH879V:6>FVI:7>> E(+()" > >> !!
=7P9=88>W;*+>LCL@X> UN1*>7.()> "#$%&&'%(&(&! !"#$%&'()*+,-! >
=7P9=88>W;*+>LCLCX> UN+!(*2>V*N)0N+!$> KCBA?RBADYK@> mickeydon57@charter.net>
VZ96:=IQ:=O>[>9P<9V:<8>FVI:7> E(+()" > >> >>
<8G9Q8==87>FZA8;:=Z79> V(00.>[>6(">U+F(0"!.> KCBALYYACRS?> !N/(+SBM+!(0"*04)*">

#//++(0"!.M+!(0"*04)*" >
\IF8HZZ] > ;** I) >U(0"N)> KCBA?CKACRSB>  ('*2*4/(0"N)SL?M5/(N24+,/>

! "#$%&'(%)*!%&!+$*,-&.!
 

    
 
 
 
 

               
 
!

   !"#$%&'(#)*%+,"-.'/0%&1(23%4#/5%
6575%8'9%:;<:==%

>"?@A'#3%B4%%;C=:;%
>

   

 

  


