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/ Fall‘faX COU nty Scott S. Brabrand, Superintendent
Y PUBLIC SCHQOLS 8115 Gatehouse Road
NN ENGAGE « INSPIRE » THRIVE Falls Church, Virginia 22042

October 14, 2021

Dear VMEA Participants and Guests:

Fairfax County Public Schools is very proud to have the Advanced Mixed Chorus, The South
County Singers featured at this year's 2021 Virginia Music Educators Association Conference.
The fine singers who make up the choir have earned their invitation to participate in this year's
event through individual and group effort.

Members of the choir are to be commended for their dedication and hard work, which led to the
invitation to perform at this prestigious event. We admire the talents of the Advanced Mixed
Chorus, The South County Singers locally and are pleased to now place this fine group in the
state spotlight. Their experiences at this event will help these students continue to develop as
singers and reinforce skills that will benefit them throughout their lives. Music is an integral part
of a complete 21st century education preparing our students to be leaders, risk-takers,
collaborators, and creative thinkers.

My thanks to everyone involved for creating this opportunity for the Advanced Mixed Chorus,
The South County Singers and for student groups from across the Commonwealth. Fairfax
County is proud to be a part of the VMEA State Conference this year.

Sincerely,

Scott S. Brabrand, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools

Fairfax Count | -
// PUBLIC SCHOOLSy 8270 Wilow Gake Carvorsta Drive
AENABN\ ENGAGE o INSPIRE » THRIVE Fairfax, VA 22031

To the Members of the Virginia Music Educators Association,

It is an honor and privilege to welcome you to the Virginia Music Educators Association
Conference performance by the South County Singers under the direction of A.J.
Rodriguez. The South County choral programs exhibit an outstanding level of
musicianship through hard work, dedication, and teamwork. The school, community,
and county are excited to have such a talented group of students represent us at this
event.

The South County choral program offers four levels of choral instruction. The groups
consistently receive Excellent and Superior ratings at the Virginia District X Concert
Assessments and have a long tradition of musical excellence. Students actively
participate in Honor Choirs, All-VA Choral Events, and nhumerous youth groups.

On behalf of Fairfax County Public Schools, | am proud to have such a fine group of
students and their director represent our ongoing passion for music in the schools. The
students at South County are an inspiration to their community, school, and classmates.

| commend VMEA for providing this prestigious opportunity to the musicians and
director of the South County Singers. | hope you enjoy the performance!

Sincerely,

%MQM-%?,

Katrina D. Chaney

Music Educational Specialist, FCPS




’ Fairfax County South County High School

/ PUBLIC SCHOOLS 8501 Silverbrook Road
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itHear Our Voices is'a culminating”

Greetings VMEA Participants and Friends,

It is with great pride that | bring salutations from South County High School in Lorton, VA where we are
absolutely thrilled about having the honor to participate in this year’s Virginia Music Educators
Association Concert! Our students have been working tremendously hard in preparation for this
phenomenal experience under the direction of Mx. A.J. Rodriguez. The time and effort they all have
been putting in over the course not only this year, but to include last year has them ready to share their
talents with the world!

| have served as the principal of South County High School since 2018 and each year, our choral program
has grown exponentially. The numbers of students as well as the depth of their work has experienced
new heights and this year has been no different. Even through the virtual school year, our students and
staff have remained focused on their craft and continue to produce outstanding performance one after
another. This is why | am so excited they will have this opportunity to share the work they are so
passionate about with you!

Each of our students is committed to bring their very best to the stage and to represent South County
High School, Region IV, and Fairfax County Public Schools at the highest levels. Understanding that we
will be sharing the stage with some of the best talent in Virginia, the South County Singers are thrilled to
not only perform with, but also learn from these extraordinary groups.

| wish you and every other participant the greatest of experiences during this concert event. | know that

it will be one to remember. Please take care of yourselves and one another, and continue to be safe!
#OneStallion

South County High School
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involving the South County Singers navigating the world around them and finding ways to
articulate the emotions of our new day to day lives. After such an intense cultural pause and
therefore “reset” that was last year, it seems like “normalcy” has become traumatizing.
Returning from a year of virtual learning, I find that my students have a new intuitive awareness
and a deeper appreciation of being together. All the words spoken, and poetry created you will
hear during the transitions were all written by them. These are the words they want and need to
say to the world. Our program is centered around the piece “Say Her Name”. The importance
of this piece and its purpose as the focal point is explained in the program notes. All the
soloists and special groups within our program made the deliberate choice to send a message to
our audience today. We hope that it resonates, causes reflection, and therefore discussion.

History of the South County Singers

The South County Singers 1s the Advanced Mixed Chotr at South County High School in
Lorton, Virginia. The South County Singers are comprised of sophomore, junior, and senior
year students. South County High School was first a secondary school that opened 1n 2005. Mx.
Rodriguez was an original member as a student of the group along with the current South
County High School Band Director, Kevin Engdahl, and Theater Director Molly Rumberger
under the direction of Mrs. Sherlee Glomb (Huang).

Students from this group have represented our school at District Chorus, All Virginia State
Chorus, National & Regional ACDA Honor Choirs, and NAFME National Honor Choirs. South
County Singers has also been asked to sing at Carnegie Hall in New York City and has
performed for Walt Disney World’s Candlelight Processional in Orlando, Florida.

This group has been invited to VMEA in the past, but this will be the first time they have
performed at the event. The South County Singers are incredibly humbled and grateful to have
the opportunity to be here. It 1s with great pride, honor, and joy that they present this
performance here at the Sheraton, in Norfolk Virginia for the 2021 VMEA Conference.



Artistic Direction

A.J. Rodriguez-Director

A.J. Rodriguez (she/they) has been teaching high school choral
ensembles since 2014 and taught middle school ensembles from
2016-2020. A.J. is a graduate of Florida State University with a Bachelor’s
| in Choral Music Education where they sang and studied under Dr. Andre
' Thomas, Dr. Judy Bowers, and Dr. Kevin Fenton. A.J. began their career
in Osceola County, Kissimmee, Florida teaching at Poinciana High
School.

| Mx. Rodriguez’s choirs have received superior ratings at the District and
State level in Florida. In 2016, they moved back to teach at their alma
mater, South County Middle & High School. Mx. Rodriguez is also a
tenor that sings professionally in the Northern Virginia area. In 2018,
they traveled to Nairobi, Kenya in collaboration with the Festival Singers
of Florida and the Nairobi Chamber Choir. They are also a private voice
teacher. Mx. Rodriguez is an active member of the following professional
music education associations: NAfME, VCDA, and ACDA.

Currently, they are excited to be sharing their program, “Hear Our
Voices” for the 2021 Virginia Music Educators Association’s Conference.
A.]. has become passionate about their activism in ensuring equity
towards transgender and gender expansive students as well as ensuring
representation of Black, Indigenous, and all people of color in the choral
classroom and community.

Mariana Romero Serra-Composer/Arranger

- - A native of Caracas, Venezuela, Mariana Romero Serra is a music
educator and choral conductor with a strong multicultural background.
She obtained her bachelor’s degree in Choral Music Education from
Florida State University and is currently undergoing a Master's in Choral
Conducting at Michigan State University. Ms. Romero has taught and
conducted students at the Elementary, Middle, and High School level, as
well as adults and graduate students in different countries including
Colombia, the United States, and Japan.

Currently, Ms. Romero works at St. Mary’s International School in Tokyo,
where she teaches general music and choir at the Elementary School and
serves as the associate director for the school’s Show Choir. She has also
been an adjudicator for the KPASS Solo and Ensemble Festival since her
arrival in Japan, and a clinician for choral festivals and community choirs
in the Kanto Plain.

Hear Our Voices Program

Asopao’ Parrandero, Medley Puertorriquefio
Arranged by Mariana Romero Serra
Commissioned for the 2021 VMEA Conference

El Cumbanchero
Arranged by Guarionex Morales Matos

Even When He is Silent
By Kim André Arnesen

Fire
By Katerina Gimon

Say Her Name
By Alysia Lee
Soloists: Josie Springer, Breona Brogan, Jordyn Packer, and Michaela O ’Neal

Keep Your Lamps
Arranged by Andre Thomas

Kanaval
By Sydney Guillaume

Soloists: Jordyn Packer, Breona Brogan, and Javier Quiroz-Rubi
END OF PROGRAM
Recessional: Vamonos que la Parranda se Acab6- alternate ending of the
commissioned piece.

Arranged by Mariana Romero Serra

Percussion Accompanists: Sarah Murray, Dylan Jiron, Adelaide Hofmann, and
Alex Kowalski

Guitar Accompanist: Joseph Thibodeau



Program Notes

Keep Your Lamps - Arranged by Dr. Andre Thomas

A note from the composer, Andre Thomas: “As with many slave songs, this song’s impetus came
from hearing a sermon based upon the parable found in the book of Matthew, Chapter 25,
verses 1-13. In this passage of scripture, Jesus tells the story of the wise and foolish virgins.
They had been told that the bridegroom would be coming, thus they got their Lamps, trimmed
them, and set them burning and went to the appointed place. However, the bridegroom came
while they were away. Jesus then said to his disciples, you know not the day nor the hour of my
return. Be ye ready! As a response to this, one can only imagine the song stirring from the soul
of one slave listener. Jesus was indeed a deliverer and a hope for the slave. One can only
speculate that this song was sung often, when there was a possibility of deliverance”. Even
when we fight every day knowing we could dangerously fall, we continue to do so. When we all
wake up the next day, we push through one foot after the other and we keep going. This piece is
our resilience since we have no other choice but to keep going.

Kanaval - By Sydney Guillaume

After discussing the topics of what we brought together today with these raw, honest, and
beautiful pieces, we are met with one last party before we go with this exciting piece written in
Haitian Creole. Sydney Guillaume wrote this because of his kaleidoscopic experience with
Mardi Gras, the island of Haiti’s “greatest treasure”. “The decorations, the music, the joy of
the people, the Rara bands, the costumes, the floats... they all inspired me to write [this choral
piece]”. There is a line of text that influenced me to pick this piece which was “Men nan men
san prejije, se konsa pou nou fete, se konsa n’a va rive”, meaning, “Hand in hand without
prejudice, that is how we should celebrate, that is how we will make it”. There is so much truth
to that, and in speaking with my students they have found that the only way this can truly
happen is with transparent accountability. Only when forgiveness is created through ownership
and not absolution can we achieve this.

Vamonos que la Parranda se Acab¢6 - Arranged by Mariana Romero Serra
This is an optional recessional ending to the original medley. In a traditional “parranda”, this is

sung on the way out when the event has ended! The translation is “Let us go because the
parranda is now over”. You are supposed to sing this on the way out.

Program Notes

This past year, our world has been tested and pushed to our resilience limits. “I believe in the
sun even when its not shining, I believe in love even when I feel it not, I believe in God even
when he is Silent”. As a class we spoke about how much reverence is given to the community of
people who went through such a horrific event. However, the same respect and attention is not
given to other marginalized groups of people who may have a family history of slavery, for
example. We want to convey to the world that there is so much work to be done, and those who
are marginalized, specifically Black and Indigenous people, deserve the same reverence,
respect, acknowledgment, and accountability.

Fire - By Katerina Gimon

Canadian composer, Katerina Gimon, wrote a cycle of pieces entitled, “Elements”. Fire is one
of those pieces and we chose it for its freedom of expression. You will hear nonsense syllables,
entrances, swells, screaming, shouting, yelling, and protesting that metaphorizes a fire. We
wanted a piece that would mimic the societal anger that erupted because of the seemingly
sudden awareness to police brutality towards Black people in June 2020. We wanted an
opportunity to let the voices be heard of all those that belong to marginalized groups who have
seen people that look like them be hurt, bullied, assaulted, attacked, or killed. You will see
protest signs go up as a flashback to all the protests that emerged all throughout this year,
giving voices to who needs to be heard.

Say Her Name - By Alysia Lee

After the “Fire” of it all and when one’s energy to that anger is no more, what can we do? We
say their name. We make it known who these people were and that they mattered. So often
Black women are neglected to even be acknowledged for their lives even in death. Saying
Breonna Taylor’s name and repeating it keeps her story and the urgent need for change, alive.
Saying the names of all Black lives who have died this past year, keeps call to change at the
forefront. A note from Alysia Lee: “My family began celebrating Kwanzaa over 30 years ago.
Every winter, my extended family gathers on December 26, the first day of Kwanzaa, for a
celebration that is part ceremony, part reunion, and part feast. We open the celebration with a
libation ceremony. After a moment of silence, individual voices call out the names of our
familial and historical ancestors. After each name resounds in the room, everyone responds
“ashe”. Names are powerful. As the names are called, memories and stories fill the room. Love
fills the room. I wrote this piece to bring this powerful ceremony to the concert stage with a call
to action. The #SayHerName movement resists police brutality against Black women. Kimberlé
Crenshaw, a central leader of the movement shares, ‘If you say the name, you’re prompted to
learn the story, and if you know the story, then you have a broader sense of all the ways Black

bodies are made vulnerable to police violence’”.
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Megan Smith
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