JERAULD COUNTY MINUTES
UNAPPROVED
The Jerauld County Board of Commissioners held their regular monthly meeting on Tuesday, April 8th, 2025, at 9:00 am.  Chairperson DeVonne Losing called the meeting to order with Commissioner Charles Bergeleen, Commissioner Walt Hein, and Commissioner Shane Mentzer in attendance.  Commissioner Fred Krohmer was available by phone.  States Attorney Dedrich Koch was also present.

Chairperson Losing led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Moved by Mentzer, seconded by Bergeleen, all members voted aye.  Motion carried to approve the agenda.  Commissioner Krohmer did declare a conflict of interest with the new Liquor License application.  Commissioner Hein also declared a conflict of interest on the continuation of the burn ban in Jerauld County.
No one appeared at the designated time for public comment.

Tom Mitzel was available to present a proposal for spraying weeds and additional mowing as needed at $50.00/mowing at the 4-H ballfield.  The board reviewed the proposal and discussed availability.  Moved by Mentzer, seconded by Hein, all members voted aye.  Motion carried to accept the proposal for Tom Mitzel to spray and mow, when necessary, at the Jerauld County 4-H ballfield this season.  Auditor Fagerhaug will contact the City to gather ball game schedules to share with Tom.  

At this time, the Jerauld County Commissioners held a public hearing for the application of a New Retail On-Sale License for Elizabeth Schroeder, DBA Schroeder Spirits.  DOE Karsky joined the hearing for any zoning inquires.  Chairperson Losing opened the hearing to public comment.  There was a call for public testimony.  No proponents or opponents were present for public testimony at this time.  A sealed letter was present to the board for review.  Public hearing was closed.  Elizabeth Schroeder as present to answer any questions that the board had.  There was good discussion.  Moved by Mentzer, seconded by Bergeleen, Krohmer abstained, all other members voted aye.  Motion carried to approve the application of a Retail On-Sale Liquor License for Elizabeth Schroeder, DBA Schroeder Spirits.
Stephanie Reasy, AWMMC Administrator, was available to speak with the board.  Moved by Mentzer, seconded by Bergeleen, all members voted aye.  Motion carried to meet in executive session at 9:37 am for personnel reasons per SDCL 1-25-2 (1).  Chairperson Losing declared executive session over and to resume in regular session at 9:45 am.  

Daniel Ostrem, NRCS Agricultural Engineer, was present to lead the board on discussion with the Firesteel Watershed Program.  Daniel offered project ideas and gave the board a timeline of current projects that had been presented by other sponsors of the program.  Daniel also presented a Memorandum of Understanding between the City of Mitchell, Aurora County, Jerauld County, and the James River Water Development District, designating the City of Mitchell as the lead sponsor for the planning phase of the Firesteel Creek Watershed project.  Moved by Bergeleen, seconded by Hein, all members voted aye.  Motion carried to sign the MOU for the project.
Moved by Mentzer, seconded by Bergeleen, all members voted aye.  Motion carried to approve the minutes of the March 4th regular meeting and the March 6th, 7th & 14th special meetings.
Auditor’s Account with Treasurer: County Funds – $5,624570.96; Funded Depreciation (for Hospital use only) - $3,479,159.06; Custodial Funds - $422,570.00 = $9,525,300.02 total.

Moved by Hein, seconded by Bergeleen, all members voted aye.  Motion carried to file the following reports and allow the following claims:

REPORT: Wheel Tax Paid
Cities- $3,831.41; Townships- $12,755.61
PAYROLL:

Commissioners


$3,594.85



Auditor/Election

$6,707.63



Treasurer


$7,049.58



States Attorney


$5,739.02



Government Buildings

$3,929.05



Director of Equalization

$4,444.16



Register of Deeds

$4,582.05



Sheriff



$22,417.50



Extension


$1,819.69



Weed



$498.21



Road & Bridge


$28,261.46



Ambulance


$5,978.04



24 / 7



$271.03



TOTAL


$95,292.27
GENERAL AND MISCELLANEOUS:


A&B Business


copier rental



$290.71

A-Ox Welding


oxygen supply



$150.12

Agtegra



softener salt



$25.44


Alpena Coop Service

fuel




$185.38

Amkota



supplies



$200.67

AT&T



cell phones



$392.75

AWMMC


nurse assistance



$162.37

Baker’s Repair


tires, oil change



$440.13

Beadle County Sheriff

prisoner care



$4,645.00

Brosz Engineering

survey & hydraulic study

$3,875.00


Churchill, Manolis, Freeman
CAA fees



$2,268.61

Center for Independence
monthly support


$180.00

CHS



propane utilities



$787.80

City of Huron


911 professional services

$3,169.21

City of WS


utilities - $2,048.68 reimbursed 

$4,332.91

Connecting Point

labor, monthly fees, new pc/battery
$3,547.71

Cummins Plumbing

hot water heater repair


$712.78


Dakota Embalming & Trans
transport



$440.00


DMC Wear Parts

blade replacement


$4,516.30


Employees


health reimbursement


$655.25

G&R Controls


relay part replacement


$2,039.83


Grand Jury


jury duty, mileage


$59.38


Henry Schein


ambulance supplies


$129.70

John Deere Financial

parts




$374.30


Krohmer Plumbing

repair & replace drain pipe

$1,039.75

L&M Sanitation

2 months of service


$210.00

Lexis Nexis


subscription- 2 months


$290.00

McLeod’s


receipt book, notary stamp

$334.52

Motor Clinic


oil change



$91.60


Nationwide


notary bond



$50.00


Office Peeps


office supplies



$119.52

PCC Ambulance Billing

monthly fees



$186.66

RDO Equipment

parts




$66.90


Reemployment


reemployment assistance

$299.00

Santel



911 utilities



$30.00

Scheel, Audra


reimbursement for travel

$72.90


SD Dept of Safety

teletype service



$2,340.00

SD Federal Property

supplies



$70.00

SDML Workers Comp

audited billing for 2024


$198.00


SD States Attorney’s Assoc.
2025 membership


$714.89


Springs Food Market

supplies



$10.92

Stryker Sales


grant purchased equipment

$31,289.60


Total Oil


fuel




$11,576.73

True Dakotan


publishing



$1,081.44

Two Way Solutions

light bar



$507.69


Venture



utilities




$1,457.00
Verizon



extension hot spot


$50.08
VISA- AB&T


supplies, dues, subscriptions

$1,466.99
Wellmark


health ins - $2,137.38 reimbursed
$13,831.74
Weskota Manor


snow removal



$123.90

Westendorf Electric

ceiling fan



$341.73
WS Fire Department

2024 WS Township fees

$2,304.23


TOTAL







$103,737.14
In accordance with SDCL 28-13-41, Jerauld County had two people receiving poor relief for the month of March.
Brian Kolousek, Highway Superintendent, was present to discuss road and bridge.  Brice Paulson, Butler Machinery, was also available to present motor grader options to the board.  The costs of new and used equipment was presented with trade-in value.  Moved by Hein, seconded by Mentzer, all members voted aye.  Motion carried to sign the sales agreement on a 2020 140M3 Cat Motor Grader at $208,000.00 with a trade-in value.  The crew has been blading roads.  Brian did not recommend extending road weight limits past April 30th.  The board discussed implementing a road haul agreement with outside county entities.
Fuel bids were presented to the board:

Fuel bids:



Total Oil


Bulk Ethanol Gas


$2.75



Ethanol Gas, Pump


$2.75
Unleaded Gas, Pump


$3.10
E-30 Gas, Pump


$2.59
#2 Clear Diesel, Pump


$3.24


#1 Dyed Diesel, Truck


N/A


#2 Dyed Diesel, Truck


$2.70



Moved by Mentzer, seconded by Bergeleen, all members voted aye.  Motion carried to award all fuel bids to Total Oil as indicated in bold above.  
Brian presented an amendment to resolution #2025-7 as some of the roads were listed incorrectly.

Amendment to Resolution #2025-7 Declaring Roads as NO MAINTENANCE

Media Township

Was 232nd Street from 377th Avenue to 375th Avenue

Changed to 232nd Street from 376th Avenue to 375th Avenue

Wessington Springs Township

Was 231st Street from 383rd Avenue to 231st Avenue

Changed to 231st Street from 383rd Avenue to 384th Avenue

8th of April 2025
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Ryan Jensen, Summer Rec Programs, was available to discuss improvements to the 4-H ballfield.  Through funding from Build Springs, the Summer Rec would like to add a batting cage to the ballfield.  The cost of the work and equipment would be covered, the location needs to be approved.  Moved by Bergeleen, seconded by Mentzer, all member voted aye.  Motion carried to place a batting cage and a small storage shed in right field with county assisting on dirt work for the project.  The board updated Ryan on hiring Tom Mitzel to spray the field this summer.  Ryan also gave the board plans of extending sidewalks to the dugouts.  Ryan is working on availability and proposals for the job.  He will update the board with more information soon. 
Deb Fastnacht, Ambulance Director, was present to discuss the Ambulance.  Deb gave a Coroner update.  Plankinton Ambulance will host a CADS class on July 22nd that Deb will encourage all Ambulance staff to attend.  The cost is $20/person for food.  A CPR class will be held in Wessington Springs on July 23rd and will be free to the community.  Moved by Mentzer, seconded by Bergeleen, all members vote aye.  Motion carried to meet in executive session at 12:10 pm for personnel reasons per SDCL 1-25-2 (1).  Chairperson Losing declared executive session over and to resume in regular session at 12:15 pm.  
At this time, the Jerauld County Commissioner Board attended the first public meeting of the Jerauld County Hazard Mitigation Plan update.  The board reconvened as Board of Commissioners following the meeting. 

Paul Sheldon, Deputy Sheriff, Sheriff Weber, and Ann Scheel, Custodian, met with the board to discuss courthouse security.  Deputy Sheldon presented quotes that would qualify for funding thorough the Unified Judicial Systems Court Security grant from the State of South Dakota.  The board set priorities for the submission and will finalize the submission at the May 6th meeting.
Eric Schroeder, Wessington Springs Fire Chief, was available to discuss the burn ban with the board.  After discussion, it was recommended that the burn ban stay in place.  A copy of the current resolution was given to Fire Chief Schroeder.  

Moved by Mentzer, seconded by Bergeleen, all members vote aye.  Motion carried to meet in executive session at 3:15 pm for personnel reasons per SDCL 1-25-2 (1).  Chairperson Losing declared executive session over and to resume in regular session at 3:40 pm.  

Moved by Mentzer, seconded by Hein, all members voted aye.  Motion carried to hire Eric Schroeder as part-time Jerauld County Emergency Manager at $20.00 per hour effective April 14, 2025.  
Commissioner Losing and Treasurer Younie will be attending conferences in Pierre April 9-10th.  Moved by Bergeleen, seconded by Hein, all members voted aye.  Motion carried that in accordance with SDCL 7-7-25 & 7-7-26 necessary expenses be allowed for April meetings.

The Ambulance received funds for equipment from the EMS Regional Service Designation Grant of $77,159.64.  All of the funds have been allocated to the purchase of equipment.  Moved by Mentzer, seconded by Bergeleen, all members voted aye.  Motion carried to make an automatic supplement to the Ambulance Equipment fund for the RSD grant revenue received.
Moved by Bergeleen, seconded by Hein, all members voted aye.  Motion carried to make an automatic supplement to the 24/7 Salaries Fund for moneys received from the 24/7 Staffing Pass Through Grant of $5,000.00.

Auditor Fagerhaug presented the board with 3 County Equipment Waivers and insurance certificate forms.  The board reviewed each packet.  Moved by Mentzer, seconded by Hein, all members voted aye.  Motion carried to approve all 3 waivers for use of county equipment.
A permit and Certificate of Insurance from Dakota Air Spray were presented to the board.  Moved by Mentzer, seconded by Hein, all members voted aye.  Motion carried to approve the Permit to Land Aircraft on Jerauld County Highways.

The board will plan to meet with a representative of Alternative HR by web conference at the May 6th meeting.

Auditor Fagerhaug presented a notice from SDACC regarding a national conference opportunity.  

Ann Scheel, Custodian/ Weed Supervisor, was present to update the board.  The status of weed spray bills was discussed.  The county continues to look for a weed sprayer for the 2025 season.  Ann has been repairing the windows at the clinic.  Quotes on door replacements/repairs at the Ag Building were presented to the board.  The board will look into any funding and finalize a decision at the May 6th meeting.
Christina Karsky, DOE, was available to complete her performance review and present the county books.  DOE Karsky gave year-end update and informed them of what she plans to do this year.  With a small acreage reappraisal planned this summer, DOE Karsky does not see a need for hired summer help.  ROD Ness has agreed to assist as needed.  The board thanked her for the update.

At this time, the Jerauld County Board of Commissioners met as Jerauld County Board of Equalization.  Moved by Bergeleen, seconded by Hein, all members present voted aye.  Motion carried to convene as Jerauld County Board of Equalization.  All members signed the County Board of Equalization Member Oath of Office.
DOE Karsky presented the assessment books to the board.  The board was made aware that the books for Dale, Media and Wessington Springs Townships were available in her office if the board wished to look through them.  No appeals were filed at the county level this year.  The board was given the Appeal Process Guide from SDDOR.  DOE Karsky presented the 2025 Jerauld County Averages and Summary of Values.  The 2024 Rural and Urban Sales Ratio list was also available for review.

The county did have three stipulations on Wessington Springs and Alpena town parcels that were resolved within the office.
A total of thirty-seven qualifying applicants, twelve of which were new, for the Elderly & Disabled Assessment Freezes were presented.  The assessed valuation for the qualifying properties is $1,731,899.  Moved by Mentzer, seconded by Bergeleen, all members voted aye.  Motion carried to approve all Elderly & Disabled Assessment Freezes as recommended by DOE Karsky.

Nine qualifying applicants for Disable Veteran Property Tax Exemption were presented.  The assessed valuation for the qualifying properties is $1,221,510.  Moved by Bergeleen, seconded by Mentzer, all members voted aye.  Motion carried to approve the applications as recommended by DOE Karsky.

One application for Renewable Resource Energy Credits was reviewed.  The tax exemption amount is $78,960.  Moved by Mentzer, seconded by Bergeleen, all members voted aye.  Motion carried to approve the application as recommended by DOE Karsky.

One parcel will be adjusted by $25,759 due to flooded land.

Unfactored growth for Jerauld County for 2024 pay 2025 is $3,856,076 with $212,760 of that in TIF #1.

There are currently fifty tax exempt organizations within the county with two added this year.  That is a total value of $3,058,128 exempt from taxes.

Moved by Hein, seconded by Bergeleen, all members voted aye.  Motion carried to adjourn as Jerauld County Board of Equalization until April 28th, and reconvene as Jerauld County Board of Commissioners.

The board will reconvene as the County Board of Equalization Tuesday, April 28th, at 8:00 am. 
The next regular meeting will be Tuesday, May 6th, starting at 9:00 am. 
Chairperson Losing called the meeting adjourned at 4:50 pm. 
DeVonne Losing, Chairperson
Attest:  Shannon Fagerhaug, Auditor
Published once at the total approximate cost of _______. 

