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Understanding Voting

Voting is a way for people to make choices about how their (12)
community, state, or country should be run. In the United (22)
States, voting is an important right and responsibility for (31)
citizens. It allows people to have a say in who represents (42)
them and what laws should be passed. (49)

Elections can happen at different times, but the most (58)
important ones usually take place in November. This is when (68)
we vote for the President, members of Congress, and other (78)
leaders. These elections are held every two or four years, (88)
depending on the position. For example, the President is (97)
elected every four years, while members of the House of (107)
Representatives are elected every two years. (113)

Not all elections are held in November. Some states or local (124)
areas might have elections at other times of the year. These (135)
might include choosing a new mayor or voting on special (145)
issues that affect the community. (150)

To vote, people must be registered. This means they have (160)
signed up to vote and have met certain requirements, like (170)
being a certain age and a citizen of the United States. On (182)
Election Day, people go to a polling place to cast their (193)
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vote. This might be in a school, library, or other public (204)
building. (205)

Voting is important because it gives people a voice in their (216)
government. When more people vote, it helps ensure that (225)
leaders and laws reflect what the majority of people want. (235)
This is why it is important for everyone who can vote to take (248)
part in elections. (251)
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