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A Peek into the Art
Rental Business

ARTISTS NETWORK STAFF

Did you know that artwork
can be rented for staging
rather than just sold?

By Daniel Grant

Art Bound Podcast, Ep. 1: Art & The
Fear of Failure

3 Artists Who Switched to Acrylic
Paint
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Art Rental Intermediaries

Art for TV and Film
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got the business idea while looking for
ways to bring more attention to the
paintings of her husband, Jonathan Podwil,
whose work Protest (oil on canvas, 18 x 24
in) is displayed above.

“We work with approximately 100 artists,
but we have access to a far larger network
of artists that we call upon when there is a
need for a certain type of work,’

says Jessica Heyman, founder and director
of the Brooklyn, New York-based Art for
Film, which helps film and TV production
companies in New York City find the art
they need for shoots. She maintains an
online portfolio that studios may peruse.
“We have a much wider range of artwork
than you'd find in any one gallery,” Heyman
says. “A film crew may be decorating a set
where the storyline takes place in the
1970s. We can find something that is
appropriate to that period of time, while a
gallery of postwar or contemporary art may
not have much of that”

Art for Real Estate
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Case Studies
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Passive Income

The Risks
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For Art for Film, damage and theft are
rarely issues since the original artwork
itself rarely travels. The art exists as digital
files sent by the artists, and these are
enlarged and framed by the set designers.
“Occasionally, a designer wants

original art on the set, but most don’t want
the added expense and the risk of damage,’
says Heyman. The contracts signed by film
production companies with Art for Film
stipulate a one-time use. The use may be
for as little as one day.

Manders adds that the “lessee is
responsible for full purchase if paintings
are damaged, lost, or stolen.” Thefts in
the art leasing field are rare, although
damage sometimes takes place, often
during transit. Autet noted that there was
some damage to a Frank Stella sculpture
shipped to an overseas client. Marina
Kieser, owner of the sales and

rental art gallery in North Hollywood,
California, Art Pic, claims that “we may

have a couple of incidents per year.” In both
cases, the contracts clarify that the client is
responsible for the payment of any
restoration work.
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Points to Ponder
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