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MLC Babu flags admin 
glitches in SIR process 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Bengaluru: 

A representation was submit-
ted to the Chief  Election Com-
missioner, alleging serious 
shortcomings in the ongoing 
Special Intensive Revision 
(SIR) of  electoral rolls in Kar-
nataka, and seeking urgent in-
tervention to prevent the exclu-
sion of  eligible voters. 

In a letter to the Election 
Commission of  India (ECI), 
MLC Ramesh Babu alleged that 
the office of  the Chief  Electoral 
Officer, Karnataka, had failed 
to establish an adequate 
number of  voter facilita-
tion centres to assist 
citizens in obtaining, 
filling and submitting 
enumeration forms. He 
claimed that although 
the SIR process began 
with Booth Level Officers 
(BLOs) conducting house-to-
house visits from June 30, with 
the exercise scheduled to con-
clude on July 29, he had infor-
mation that nearly half  the eli-
gible households had yet to 
receive enumeration forms. 

Babu said the delay has also 
affected the collection of  com-
pleted forms, raising concerns 
that genuine voters could be left 
out of  the electoral rolls due to 
administrative lapses. The peti-
tioner contended that citizens 
should not lose their voting 

rights because of  failures in the 
revision process, and urged the 
Election Commission to inter-
vene. Among his key demands 
are the immediate establish-
ment of  facilitation centres in 
every polling station area, de-
ployment of  trained officials to 
assist voters, continuation of  
door-to-door distribution of  
enumeration forms until every 
eligible household is covered, 
and an extension of  deadline 
for submitting forms. 

The petition also sought di-
rections that no elector should 
be deleted from the electoral 

rolls solely because an enu-
meration form could not 

be submitted due to 
non-receipt of  the form 
or inadequate facilita-
tion. It called for a 
state-level monitoring 

mechanism, district 
grievance redressal cen-

tres and helplines, daily publi-
cation of  district-wise data on 
form distribution and collec-
tion, and special assistance for 
senior citizens, persons with 
disabilities and rural voters.

Ramesh Babu also disputed 
claims by the Chief  Electoral 
Officer that 37,464 voter facili-
tation centres and 11,856 BLO 
facilitation centres were func-
tioning across Karnataka, al-
leging that the figures do not 
reflect the situation on the 
ground.

BENGALURU: A state-level workshop on Strengthening the Cyber 
Security Framework for State Data was organised on Monday to 

reassess and embolden the infrastructure of various departments 
of the state government. The event was organised by the 

Department of Personnel and Administrative Reforms 
(e-Governance), the Centre for e-Governance (CeG), Karnataka’s 
Centre of Excellence in Cyber Security (CySecK) and the National 

e-Governance Division (NeGD). Around 80 senior government 
officials representing more than 30 departments, corporations, 

boards and state agencies participated in the workshop.  Keynote 
addresses focused on Cyber Prepared Karnataka for the Future 
and Cyber Resilience for e-Governance and underlined the need 
for coordinated action to protect the citizens’ data stored in the 
government’s database, enhance cyber resilience and secure the 

government’s digital infrastructure. ENS

State govt takes stock of cyber security
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Bengaluru

AFTER the alleged financial
fraud and embezzlement of  do-
nations at Ayodhya Ram tem-
ple surfaced, the Karnataka 
government has issued a com-
prehensive set of  SoPs to 
strengthen security, transpar-
ency and accountability in tem-
ples under the Religious En-
d o w m e n t s  ( M u z r a i ) 
Department, mandating en-
hanced CCTV surveillance, 
promotion of  digital payments 
and stricter monitoring of  hun-
di counting.

Under the new SoPs, tem-
ples have been directed to in-
stall hundis at suitable and 
clearly visible locations with 
adequate security. CCTV web 
cameras must be installed to 
provide surveillance of  hun-
dis from all four directions, 
with the footage stored on 
servers. The cameras will also 
be monitored by the Muzarai 
sections in the offices of  Dep-
uty Commissioners and Sub-
Divisional Officers.

According to the circular, the 
government has proposed a 

central server at the Religious 
Endowments Department head-
quarters to facilitate monitor-
ing of  cameras installed across 
temples. CCTV feeds are also 
proposed to be linked to the of-
fices of  the DCs and police 
stations.

The guidelines stress that 
existing CCTV cameras 
and digital video re-
corders (DVR) in 
some temples have 
been stolen, dam-
aged or made it non-
functional. There 
have also been in-
stances of  camera 
lenses being obscured by 
carbon generated from burn-
ing camphor to facilitate theft. 
The installation of  CCTV web 
cameras is aimed at prevent-
ing such incidents.

The circular also stress on 
cashless transactions and re-
duce the risks associated with 
devotees carrying cash in 
crowded places, temples have 
been directed to promote dig-
ital payments through UPI, 
BHIM, QR codes and other 
digital payment facilities. 
Devotees will be able to make 

donations and pay for prasa-
da, seva tickets and other tem-
ple services digitally. “QR 
codes should be installed only 
near hundis and must carry 
details of  the respective bank, 
including the IFSC code. Tem-
ple authorities have also been 
directed to regularly inspect 

QR codes to prevent 
tampering or fraud, 

including attempts 
to paste fraudulent 
QR codes over offi-
c i a l  o n e s , ”  i t 
stated. 

On hundi collec-
tion, circular said rev-

enue department offi-
c ials  must  mandatori ly 
participate in the hundi collec-
tion process and hundi-count-
ing dates should be fixed in ad-
vance and marked on a calendar. 
Temples receiving large 
amounts of  donations and of-
ferings should conduct hundi 
counting once a week, while 
those receiving moderate 
amounts should conduct it once 
every two weeks. The counting 
process must be carried out un-
der the supervision of  the ju-
risdictional Tahsildar.

There  are 1,200 universities in the country, 43,000 colleges and 43 
million students studying… the UGC should emphasise on quality 
education. For this, the shortage of teachers should be overcome

Thaawarchand 
Gehlot, Karnataka 
Governor 

TIGHTER CCTV WATCH FOR 
HUNDI COUNTING IN OFFING
Move follows alleged embezzlement of donations at Ram Temple

WHAT’S  
NEW

The entire process  
from opening the  
hundi and removing the 
money to counting the 
offerings and handing 
over the cash to bank 
officials must be video-
recorded with the date 
and time. The movement 
of the hundi and the 
money handed to and 
returned by every staff 
member involved in 
counting must also be 
captured on video.

Facial recognition system to verify the identity  
of officials and staff present during hundi counting.

If theft is detected during hundi counting or involving temple 
hundis, officials of the temple concerned and taluk-level 
officers will be held directly responsible.

Gold, silver, coins and 
other valuables found in 
hundis must be assessed 
on the same day and 
deposited with the 
district or sub-divisional 
office concerned.

Only Home Guards, bank 
staff or government 
employees should be 
engaged in hundi money 
counting. Private 
individuals and members 
of the public should not 
be involved in the process. 

STATE HONOURS
Chief Minister DK Shivakumar pays tributes to former Rajya Sabha member  

H Hanumanthappa in Chitradurga on Monday |  EXPRESS

Vachanananda gets bail in POCSO case
DAVANGERE: Vachanananda Swamy, the seer of Panchamasali 

Gurupeeth at Harihar was on Monday granted bail in a POCSO case. 
Sriram Narayana Hegde, the judge of the special court, granted the 

seer a conditional bail. He was expelled from the mutt because of 
differences with the trustees. Earlier, Justice M Nagaprasanna’s 

single-judge bench cancelled an anticipatory bail granted to the 
seer. The bench also granted the seer three weeks to approach the 

POCSO court for a regular bail. Based on the complaint lodged by 
the victim’s mother at Laxmeshwar police station, a zero FIR was 

lodged. It was then transferred to Harihar rural police station, 
which filed the case at Davanagere special POCSO court. ENS

Son, son-in-law held for mechanic’s murder
BENGALURU: A bike mechanic shop’s visiting card found in the pocket of 
a 48-year-old murder victim helped the Electronic City police identify him 
and crack the case, leading to the arrest of his son and son-in-law for 
allegedly killing him over a family dispute. The deceased has been 
identified as Rafique, a resident of Bommanahalli and a native of Tamil 
Nadu. He worked as a bike mechanic at a shop on Hosur Road. The 
accused are his son Syed Sharuk (26), a bike taxi captain, and son-in-law 
Shahinshah (36), an autorickshaw driver. On July 4, local residents found 
Rafique’s body lying near a eucalyptus grove behind an apartment at 
Vittasandra village near Singasandra Lake. The police found that he was 
killed by the duo by garroting with a rope. ENS
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