
144 migrants 
reported dead or missing 
o� Mauritania, says UN
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 LR: Light Rain  HR: Heavy Rain  LS: Light Snow  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC: Light Cloud  SNY: Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Australia (Canberra)   15 1 SNY
Indonesia (Bali) 30 23 LR
Italy (Rome) 36 25 SNY
Japan (Tokyo) 30 25 LC
Malaysia (Kuala Lumpur) 33 23 TDS
Maldives (Male) 30 28 LC
Mauritius (Port Louis) 25 19 LC

Singapore 34 25 TDS
South Korea (Seoul) 30 24 SNY
Switzerland (Bern) 28 17 LR
Thailand (Bangkok) 34 24 TDS
Türkiye (Ankara) 34 18 SNY
UAE (Dubai) 38 33 SNY
Vietnam (Hanoi) 34 27 TDS

COUNTRY COUNTRYMax MaxMin Min

ASEAN diplomats meet 
as US-Iran fighting rages
MANILA: ASEAN foreign ministers 
on Tuesday called for an 
immediate halt to fighting in the 
West Asia and the full reopening 
of the Strait of Hormuz as they 
opened talks in Manila 
dominated by regional security 
concerns. The ministers also 
reaffirmed the need to resolve 
disputes peacefully. The meeting 
comes amid renewed US-Iran 
hostilities. US Secretary of State 
Marco Rubio will meet Chinese 
counterpart Wang Yi.

Aoun meets Trump as 
ceasefire strains
WASHINGTON: Lebanese 
President Joseph Aoun met US 
President Donald Trump on 
Tuesday. The Lebanese army said 
Israeli troops opened fire near 
soldiers deploying in a pilot zone 
in southern Lebanon.

Netherlands to ban 
Israeli settler 
products
THE HAGUE: The 
Netherlands on Tuesday 
announced a ban on 
imports, purchases and 
sales of goods from Israeli 
settlements in the 
occupied Palestinian 
territories from September 
22. Joining Ireland, Belgium 
and Spain, it cited its 
obligation under 
international law not to 
contribute to Israel’s 
occupation, which is 
considered illegal. The 
move comes amid growing 
calls for EU-wide trade 
restrictions over Israel’s 
military actions in Gaza 
and violence in the 
occupied West Bank, 
where more than 
500,000 Israeli settlers 
live alongside about three 
million Palestinians. 

Diplomatic push struggles as strikes continue
Iran attacks tanker in Hormuz after fresh US strikes on military targets, while Houthis threaten Red Sea shipping

ISLAMABAD

DIPLOMATS on Tuesday sought 
to salvage the collapsed interim 
deal between Iran and the Unit-
ed States even as both countries 
continued to launch attacks in a 
10th day of  renewed fighting. 

Iranian Interior Minister Es-
kandar Momeni’s visit to Paki-
stan, a key mediator in the con-
flict, pointed to intensified 
diplomatic efforts, but it was 
unclear what new arrangement 
might be reached to end the war. 
Shipping through the Strait of  
Hormuz has largely stalled, and 
as the fight for control over the 
waterway intensifies, both sides 
have targeted civilian infra-
structure in the region relied on 
by millions of  people.

A barrage of  US strikes hasn’t 
compelled Tehran to loosen its 
grip on the strait, through 
which about one-fifth of  the 
world’s crude oil and natural 
gas was shipped before the war. 

The US continued its airstrikes 
on the Islamic Republic early on 
Tuesday, and Iran attacked a 
tanker in the strait, forcing the 
crew to abandon the ship. Iran 
also kept up attacks against US 
allies in the region. Sirens in 
Bahrain and Kuwait warned 
residents on Tuesday afternoon 
of  incoming projectiles.

In the Red Sea, Iran-backed 
Houthi rebels have opened a 
new front against Saudi Arabia 
by declaring a naval blockade of  
the kingdom, threatening the 
flow of  global oil supplies and 
trade. With the Strait of  Hor-
muz blocked up, Saudi Arabia 
has been relying on a pipeline to 
the Red Sea to get millions of  

barrels of  oil out to market. A 
news agency in Yemen that is 
run by the Houthis, SABA, said 
Tuesday that six ships in the 
Red Sea were forced to reroute 
after they received warnings 
from the rebel group. The Asso-
ciated Press could not immedi-
ately confirm the claim.

Three Houthi officials said 
the group warned internation-
al shipping companies on Mon-
day to avoid transiting in the 
Bab el-Mandeb Strait, the gate-
way to the Red Sea at the south-
ern tip of  the Arabian Penin-
sula. The officials spoke on 
condition of  anonymity, saying 
they weren’t authorised to 
speak to journalists.

Momeni met Pakistan’s army 
chief  Field Marshal Asim Mu-
nir, according to two officials 
who spoke on condition of  ano-
nymity to discuss the closed-
door negotiations. Momeni lat-
er met Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif.  AP

Pakistan’s Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif  meeting Iranian Interior Minister Eskandar 
Momeni at the Prime Minister House in Islamabad |  AFP

Global partners agree on tougher 
action against political terrorism
WASHINGTON

A ministerial meeting on politi-
cal terrorism, hosted by US Sec-
retary of  State Marco Rubio, re-
solved to deepen information 
sharing and coordination on im-
posing travel restrictions on per-
sons supporting political terror-
ism, a senior US official said.

The Ministerial on Resur-
gence of  Political Terrorism, 
held at the Department of  State 
on Thursday last, saw participa-

tion of  representatives from 66 
nations, including 17 ministers.  

India’s envoy to the US Vinay 
Mohan Kwatra participated in 
the meeting. “This is the begin-
ning of  a sustained effort to en-
sure we address a new threat, 
and we look forward to continu-
ing to work with our partners 
in the months ahead,” Gregory 
D LoGerfo, Coordinator and 
Ambassador-at-Large for Coun-
terterrorism, told reporters 
here on Monday.   PTI


