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Kurnool police arrested a four-member team and seized 
20 kilograms of dry ganja along with a car on Monday. 
The gang planned to package the ganja into small 
packets for sale at `500 each. A case has been registered 

GANJA 
SEIZED

Anantapur resident takes out rally to ‘save RDT’ 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Anantapur

PUBLIC organisations and res-
idents from across the erst-
while Anantapur district took 
out a massive rally on Monday, 
demanding the continuation of  
services and programmes pro-
vided by the Rural Develop-
ment Trust (RDT) and its FCRA 
(Foreign Contribution Regula-
tion Act) renewal. 

 The protest, which began at 
the Clock Tower and passed 
through Saptagiri Circle 
and Sangam Circle, cul-
minated at the Ananta-
pur Collectorate.

The rally brought 
traffic to a standstill 
for nearly three hours, 
with participants chant-
ing slogans such as ‘Save 
RDT’. 

Protesters said the trust’s 

services have been vital to the 
poor, offering free education, 

medical care and other wel-
fare initiatives.

Several leaders ad-
dressed the crowd, 
warning that discon-
tinuation of  RDT’s pro-
grammes would severe-

ly impact vulnerable 
communities. 

 Tensions briefly escalated 
when demonstrators attempted 

to lay siege to the Collectorate.
Anantapur District Joint Col-

lector Shiva Narayana Sharma 
arrived at the scene and held 
discussions with protesters. He 
assured them that their con-
cerns would be conveyed to 
higher authorities. 

Following the Joint Collec-
tor’s assurance, the protesters 
called off  their dharna at the 
Collectorate and dispersed 
peacefully.

‘Meagre pay is exploitation of staff’
High Court calls out State & Centre for engagement of temporary staff without job security

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

THE High Court on Monday 
criticised both the Union and 
State governments for failing to 
file affidavits regarding the ap-
pointment of  permanent teach-
ing staff  under the Sarva Shik-
sha Abhiyan (SSA) scheme and 
the steps being taken to ensure 
quality education.

The court condemned the 
continued engagement of  tem-
porary staff  without job secu-
rity and on meagre salaries, 
observing, “This is nothing but 
exploitation.”

The High Court directed that 
affidavits be submitted before 
the next hearing, scheduled for 
September 22. 

If  not, the Principal Secre-

tary of  the State School Educa-
tion Department and the Secre-
tary of  the Union Ministry of  
Human Resource Development 
(HRD) would be required to ap-
pear in person. 

The issue stems from an ap-
peal filed by authorities in Jan-
uary 2025 challenging a single 

bench judgment concerning 
part-time Post Graduate Teach-
ers (PGTs) working in Kastur-
ba Gandhi Balika Vidyalayas 
(KGBVs). 

During a hearing on Septem-
ber 1, the division bench led by 
Justice Battu Devanand ex-
pressed strong displeasure over 

the lack of  permanent appoint-
ments in KGBVs and ordered 
both governments to clarify 
their  positions through 
affidavits. 

When the matter was heard 
again on Monday, government 
pleader for School Education 
Department Gurra Ramachan-
dra Rao informed the court that 
the affidavit was ready but 
awaited the concerned officer’s 
signature. 

Additional Solicitor General 
Challa Dhananjaya, represent-
ing the Centre, said relevant 
information had been collected 
but officials were occupied due 
t o  o n g o i n g  P a rl i a m e n t 
sessions. 

Following their arguments, 
the court reacted sharply to 
these delays.

TEMPLE DECKS UP 
Workers scaling Gopuram at the entrance of Goddess Kanaka Durga temple ghat road ahead of Dasara fete |  PRASANT MADUGULA

Security beefed up ahead of 
monsoon Assembly session
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Guntur

ELABORATE security arrange-
ments are being put in place for 
the upcoming Assembly ses-
sions, scheduled to begin on 
S e p t e m b e r  1 8  a t  t h e 
Secretariat.

Guntur District Superintend-
ent of  Police (SP) Vakul Jindal 
participated in a high-level re-
view meeting on Monday at the 
Assembly Hall, chaired by In-
telligence Security Wing (ISW) 
Superintendent Arif  Hafeez. 
Senior officials from multiple 
departments discussed com-
prehensive security measures.

Plans include deploying Road 
Opening Parties (ROPs), bomb 
disposal teams and area domi-
nation units for route checks. 

Rooftop surveillance, drone 
monitoring and heavy barri-
cading will be implemented at 
key locations. 

Entry will be strictly regu-
lated, with access permitted 
only to individuals carrying 
valid identification.

Traffic personnel will be 
strategically positioned to ease 
congestion and coordinate the 

movement of  VVIPs, VIPs and 
senior government officials. 
Additional provisions such as 
meals, drinking water, tents 
and raincoats will be supplied 
to police personnel on duty.

Guntur SP Jindal empha-
sised that close coordination 
with the Special Security Group 
(SSG), ISW and other forces 
would ensure the smooth move-
ment of  dignitaries without 
disrupting public life.

The meeting was attended by 
Intelligence SP (Admin) Bhad-
raiah, Thullur Deputy Superin-
tendent of  Poilice (DSP) Murali 
Krishna, Guntur Special 
Branch CI Alahari Srinivas, 
Assembly Chief  Marshal 
Ganesh and other senior 
officials.

Waltair rly official gets national recognition
Visakhapatnam: Waltair Divisional Railway Manager Lalit Bohra has 
formally appreciated KY Reddy, Civil Defence Inspector of Waltair 
Division and Senior Technician in the Traction Distribution Department, 
for being awarded the Bronze Disc and Commendation Certificate by 
the Director General of Fire Services, Civil Defence and Home Guards, 
Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India. The recognition was 
given for K.Y. Reddy’s services in the field of Civil Defence during the 
year 2024. He received the medal and certificate from Ajit Kumar Jha

Ayurveda Day rally promotes holistic health
Vijayawada: Dr NRS Government Ayurvedic College in Vijayawada 

organised a rally on Monday to mark the 10th Ayurveda Day, following 
guidelines from the Ministry of AYUSH and the National Commission 

for Indian System of Medicine (NCISM). Faculty members, students and 
staff actively participated in the event, promoting the relevance of 

Ayurveda in holistic healthcare. Carrying banners, and chanting slogans, 
participants emphasised preventive care, balanced lifestyles and the 

role of Ayurveda in supporting physical and mental well-being


