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The State government has appointed Dr G Raghunandan 
as the new Director of Medical Education (DME). CM N 
Chandrababu Naidu approved the appointment following 
the retirement of incumbent DME Dr DSLV Narasimham

NEW  
DME

10th Vizag Navy Marathon on Dec 14 Artisans weave `2.7 crore into decor 
for Mangalagiri’s Vinayaka pandal

Women’s empowerment: Common 
Facility Centres planned across NTR

Promo runs & training sessions to be held on second Sunday of every month at RK Beach

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Visakhapatnam

THE 10th edition of  the Vizag 
Navy Marathon (VNM-25), or-
ganised by the Eastern Naval 
Command as part of  the Navy 
Day celebrations, will be held 
on December 14 at RK Beach in 
Visakhapatnam. The announce-
ment was made at a press con-
ference held in Visakhapatnam 
on Saturday.

Addressing the gathering 
were Commodore Anirudha 
Roy, Commanding Officer of  
INS Kalinga and Race Director 
of  VNM-25, and Greater Visa-
khapatnam Municipal Com-
missioner (GVMC) Commis-
s i o n e r  K e t a n  G a r g . 
Representatives from partner 
org anisations were also 
present. The State Bank of  In-
dia (SBI) will continue as the 
title sponsor.

Registrations will open on 
September 1 through the offi-
cial website www.vizagnavy-

marathon.run. To encourage 
participation, organisers have 
introduced bulk registration 
options, corporate group dis-
counts, and early bird offers.

The marathon will feature 
four categories: Full Marathon 
(42.195 km), Half  Marathon 
(21.097 km), 10 km Run, and 5 

km Fun Run. All competitive 
categories will start from RK 
Beach, with routes designed to 
offer a safe and scenic experi-
ence along the coast.

In the lead-up to the event, 
promo runs and training ses-
sions will be held on the second 
Sunday of  every month at RK 

Beach to help runners prepare 
and promote fitness.

Participants will receive a 
runner’s kit, which includes a 
T-shirt and refreshments. Or-
ganisers will also provide hy-
dration points, medical support 
along the route, and post-race 
refreshments. Certificates will 
be issued to all runners.

Since its inception in 2014 
with around 4,000 participants, 
the Vizag Navy Marathon has 
grown steadily, attracting over 
14,000 runners in 2024. 

Organisers expect participa-
tion to increase further this 
year, making it one of  the re-
gion’s major running events.

Speaking at the press meet, 
GVMC Commissioner Ketan 
Garg said the marathon has be-
come an important community 
event that promotes health and 
fitness across the city. Officials 
invited citizens, professional 
athletes, and fitness enthusi-
asts to join the marathon on De-
cember 14.

B A N D H A V I  A N N A M  @ Guntur

MANGALAGIRI turned into a 
festive hotspot this Vinayaka 
Chavithi with an idol adorned 
with currency notes worth ̀ 2.7 
crore. 
 Traders in the temple town, 
led by businessman Sankar 
Balaji Gupta and the Mangala-
giri Arya Vysya Sangham, have 
sustained this tradition for two 
decades. What began 20 years 
ago with `1 lakh in contribu-
tions has grown into a spectac-
ular display of  devotion and 
trust that draws visitors from 
across the region.

The currency notes, meticu-
lously documented, were craft-
ed into garlands and ornaments 
by local artisans. “Every rupee 
is recorded, used for decora-
tion, and returned to its owner 
after the celebrations. Devotees 
treat it as prasadam,” Gupta 
said.

The pandal, open to the pub-
lic from August 27 to 29, drew 
thousands of  visitors. Security 

matched the grandeur, with 
24/7 CCTV camera monitoring 
and police deployment. 

Organisers proudly note that 
in 20 years, not a single theft or 
incident has occurred.

For devotees, the glittering 
idol represents more than opu-
lence. “It’s a symbol of  faith 
and community,” Gupta said. 
“Traders, families and well-

wishers come together each 
year to seek blessings and share 
prosperity.” After the festival, 
every contributor received 
their currency back, now im-
bued with spiritual signifi-
cance. The event has become a 
source of  pride for Mangala-
giri, known for blending devo-
tion, artistry and discipline 
into one enduring tradition.

Y  B R A H M A J I  @ Vijayawada

AIMING to make women self-
reliant and economically em-
powered, Vijayawada MP Kes-
ineni Sivanath and the NTR 
district administration have 
decided to set up Common Fa-
cility Centres (CFCs) with sup-
port from the National Institute 
of  Rural Development and Pan-
chayati Raj (NIRDPR).

It will support SHGs by pro-
viding common infrastructure 

for production, processing, 
quality enhancement and mar-
keting of  products. CFCs are to 
be set up across mandals.

Four pilot CFCs are being set 
up at Chillakallu, Jakkampudi, 
A Konduru, and Nandigama. If  
successful, the project will ex-
pand to 295 villages. Backed by 
Kesineni Foundation and 
NIRDPR, the centres will act as 
training hubs. As many as 100 
people, including 30 youth from 
NTR district, mostly SHG mem-

bers, have undergone training 
at NIRDPR in Hyderabad.

Speaking to TNIE, NIRDPR 
Manager and CFC coordinator 
Murali Krishna said “Kesineni 
Sivanath met NIRDPR Director 
General G Narendra in Hydera-
bad and discussed skill train-
ing, establishment of  CFCs and 
related measures to help SHG 
women. Initially, four CFCs are 
being set up in NTR district. 
These will include solar dryers 
for mango and other units.”

INS Kalinga Commanding Officer and VNM Director Commodore Anirudha Roy and  
GVMC Commissioner Ketan Garg unveiled the marathon poster |  G SATYANARAYANA

SAAP clears `16 cr pending incentives to athletes
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

REITERATING the TDP-led 
NDA government’s commit-
ment to supporting sportsper-
sons, Sports Authority of  And-
hra Pradesh (SAAP) chairman 
Animini Ravi Naidu on Satur-
day announced that pending 
incentives worth `16 crore, left 
unsettled by the previous YS-
RCP administration, have been 
cleared in one go.

Addressing the media at the 
SAAP headquarters, Ravi 
Naidu said that the National 

Sports Day was celebrated on a 
grand scale at the AU Conven-
tion Hall in Vizag, with the par-
ticipation of  over 2,000 athletes. 
He assured that the govern-
ment pledges to pro-
vide all necessary 
facilities.

“Sports quota ap-
pointments will be 
handled with com-
plete transparency. 
Of  the 421 posts ear-
marked for sports 
candidates under the 
Mega DSC, over 870 
applications were found to be 

backed by fake certificates. 
Strict action will be taken 
against both athletes who pro-
duce such certificates and the 
associations that issue them,” 

Ravi Naidu warned.
He congratulated 

athletes, coaches, 
SAAP officials and 
staff  for the success-
ful conduct of  the 
event, which was at-
tended by HRD and 
IT Minister Nara 
Lokesh, along with 
several other sports 

dignitaries. “For the first time, 

SAAP introduced the Amara-
vati Championship, a state-lev-
el competition held under the 
National Sports Day banner, 
which saw participation from 
24,121 athletes. Our goal is to 
expand this to 3 lakh next year,” 
Ravi Naidu said.

He also lauded Tampa-based 
NRI Yadlapalli Rakesh for 
adopting national-level weight-
lifter S Venugopal from NTR 
district for two years under the 
P-4 policy. “I appeal to other 
NRIs to come forward and ex-
tend similar support to athletes 
in Andhra Pradesh,” he said.

Tamil Nadu Private Professional Colleges Association – Health Sciences
‘Prasanna Enclave’ 1st floor, No.30, Bharathi Avenue, 

(near Kotturpuram Railway Station), Kotturpuram, Chennai - 600 085.

Admission for M.Pharm. Degree Course (2025-26 session) in unaided
 private colleges through Entrance Examination

The Committee to Regulate - Monitor the admissions of students to professional 
courses by the self financing Professional Arts & Science College Vide Letter No. 
COA/M.Pharm/082/2025 dated 26.08.2025 authorizes this Association to prepare 
the General Merit List for the management quota seats (M.Pharm course 2025-26 
session). The online application form, hall ticket & prospectus shall be downloaded 
from the website www.tnppcahs.org 

 Date of online application form submission begins from : 01.09.2025

 Last date for submission of online application form : 12.10.2025

 Date of Downloading Hall ticket   : 18.10.2025

 Date of Entrance Examination   : 19.10.2025

 Publication of Merit List/Results  : 24.10.2025

The candidate should send the downloaded filled in online application form (with 
enclosures) on or before 18.10.2025.

Tel: 044-24422211
Mr.J.Jayaseelan,

Secretary.


