
 

 

 

 

 

 

Welsh Government consults on review of higher activity radioactive waste policy and 

Geological Disposal Facility (“GDF”) 

Further to its support of a new nuclear power station at Wylfa Newydd on Anglesey the Welsh 

Government (“WG”) has announced its intention to introduce a review of its existing waste policy 

for higher activity radioactive waste (“HAW”). It published a call for evidence on reviewing its policy 

on HAW and spent fuel disposal in April 2014 and asked the independent Committee on 

Radioactive Waste Management (CoRWM) to analyse and advise on the responses. 

Further drivers for the review include:  

 a need to adopt a policy for the safe disposal of HAW and spent fuel in order to comply with 
the requirements of the Spent Fuel and Radioactive Waste Directive 2011 (Council 
Directive 2011/70/EURATOM of 19 July 2011), and 

 a responsibility to promote intergenerational equity by adopting a policy leading to the 
permanent disposal of HAW (and potentially spent fuel) that will (i) remove the need for 
future generations to be involved in its management and (ii) safeguard the health of future 
generations and the environment.  

This is a devolved issue for Wales and it had previously taken a neutral stance on the UK 

Government’s proposal for GDF.  

Its preferred option now is for a new policy to allow for a GDF, although not necessarily one sited in 

Wales. If one is to be sited in Wales policy is that it should only proceed on the basis of willing 

participation of a potential volunteer host community. 

It originally seemed likely that a GDF would be built in Cumbria, but this was rejected by the county 
council in 2013. Consequently, the UK government has since started a revised process for siting 
one in England, Wales or Northern Ireland.  

The WG consultation was published on 23 October 2014 and closes on 22 January 2015.  

If the WG adopts its preferred policy option, it will be necessary to consult further on: 

 A policy for host communities for a GDF; and 
 Consequential changes to planning policy. 

Further information can be found at WG: Consultation on the review of the existing policy on 
disposal of higher activity radioactive waste (October 2014). 

Prospect Law and Prospect Energy advise on nuclear power programmes at an international level 

and provide legal services and planning advice for the nuclear industry. 
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