
  

 

“THE PREREQUISITES FOR NUCLEAR ENERGY IN AUSTRALIA”: A 

BRIEF ANAYLYSIS OF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE’S 

FINDINGS 
 
In August we reported that the Australian Parliament’s cross-party House Standing Committee on 

the Environment and Energy was undertaking an inquiry into the “prerequisites for nuclear energy 

in Australia”.  

After nine country-wide public hearings and 309 submissions, the Committee has now published 

its findings: Not without your approval: a way forward for nuclear technology in Australia.  

The meat of the report is some 93 pages long, with additional appendices, and has come up with 

three main recommendations to enable a way forward for nuclear technology in Australia; in 

summary these are:  

• the Commonwealth Government consider the prospect of nuclear technology as part of its 

future energy mix;  

• the Government undertake a body of work to progress the understanding of nuclear 

technology in the Australian context; and  

• the Government consider lifting the current moratorium on nuclear energy partially—that 

is, for new and emerging nuclear technologies only, and conditionally—that is, subject to 

the results of a technology assessment and to a commitment to community consent for 

approving nuclear facilities.  

The first recommendation would be achieved by prioritising reliable and affordable energy while 

fulfilling emissions reductions obligations; adopting a strategic approach that would consider 

collaborating with international partners, developing Australia’s own national nuclear capability, 

procuring next-of-a-kind and not first-of-a-kind technologies; adopting a holistic approach which 

looks at opportunities in other nuclear areas such as medical applications and also non-energy areas 

such as health, water, food and agriculture. The community would need to be put at the centre of 

these efforts.  

In developing its further understanding of nuclear technologies, the Australian Nuclear Science and 

Technology Organisation (ANSTO) should produce an assessment of the various nuclear 

technologies, and, in particular, consider the newer and next generations of reactor, including Small 

Modular Reactors (SMRs). Associated with this would be an economic viability of nuclear and an 

assessment of the other requirements which would need to be in place. A community engagement 

programme should be established that would “educate and inform” Australians.  

There is a current moratorium on nuclear development in the country, and so the Committee calls 

for a partial lifting of this which would allow, subject to the above technology assessment, the 

potential development of the newer generation reactors. Moreover, development of a reactor or 

waste disposal site would require local community consent.  

The report is not a consensus view of the whole Committee. The Labor members and an 

independent member, Zali Steggall MP, have produced dissenting reports, included in the main 
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report. The Labor view is, inter alia, that there is no economic case for pursuing nuclear and that 

nuclear is in decline elsewhere. It has come up with a number of its own alternative 

recommendations. Ms Stegall goes along with the first two recommendations but says that the 

lifting of the moratorium is “pre-emptive”.  

The report has been presented to the Speaker of the House of Representatives, for the Government 

to take the next steps.  

In terms of lifting the moratorium, the Mineral Council of Australia (MCA) recently poll of some 

1500 people has shown support for lifting the ban rather than opposing it, although it recognised 

54% of them were unaware there was a such moratorium. The MCA has also welcomed the Standing 

Committee’s “pragmatic and methodical approach outlined in the report”, saying also “ … the current 

bans mean Australia – with the world’s largest deposits of uranium – is missing out on a potential 

industry which could employs tens of thousands Australians with high paying jobs, mostly in regional 

areas.” 

We await with interest what the Government’s response will be. 
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