
DATE: July 23, 2024 
TIME: 5:00 P.M. 
LOCATION: City Hall (4621 Tolt Avenue) 

JOIN ONLINE: 
Microsoft Teams Meeting 
Join the meeting now
Meeting ID: 221 140 971 716 
Passcode: PZGNTJ  

1) CALL TO ORDER: Co-Chair Ron Lundeen

2) ROLL CALL: Beth Offeman

3) APPROVAL OF AGENDA

4) APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
a) June 11, 2024

5) CITIZEN COMMENT & REQUESTS: Comments may be submitted in advance by
writing or e-mailing clerk@carnationwa.gov, or made in person, or by telephone or
computer connection at the time of the meeting. Individual comments shall be
limited to three minutes.

6) PRESENTATION/DISCUSSION:

7) NEW BUSINESS:

a) Draft Green Policy
b) Draft Revised Landscape Code
c) Draft Revised Design Standards

CARNATION PLANNING AND PARKS BOARD 
Special Meeting Agenda 

Co-Chair Caroline Habell, Co-Chair Ron Lundeen, Vivian Anschell, 
Daniel Enciso, Joe Mellin, Nathan Sherfey, Wayne Wallace 

1

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_OGViNmMwMmItYzI2YS00Njc3LWI4YWItNjUwOTYzNGQ2OWRi%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22c80bb656-e712-44c8-b0bc-6c84e7f73025%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2234f7103f-82e6-4d5b-a6a9-121d9e14ce11%22%7d
mailto:clerk@carnationwa.gov


8) OLD BUSINESS
a) River’s Edge Park
b) Triangle Activation
c) Tree Ordinance

9) FUTURE AGENDAS:
a) Regular Meeting: August 27, 2024

10) OTHER

11) ADJOURNMENT: Co-Chair Caroline Habell
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GREEN CITY POLICY No. 2024-1 
URBAN CANOPY 

PATH:   MITIGATION OF GREENHOUSE GASES 
STRATEGY:  INCREASE AND PROTECT URBAN CANOPY 

Recognizing the importance of trees to the well-being and sustainability of our community, 
the City of Carnation hereby adopts Green policy No. 2024-1.  

SECTION 1: PURPOSE 

This Policy seeks to promote the proper care, preservation, and management of trees 
within Carnation, to enhance our urban forest, and to demonstrate commitment to Green 
principles.   

This policy inspires the City to achieve specific goals: 

a.) Establish and maintain a healthy and sustainable urban forest. 
b.) Protect, preserve, and promote the growth of trees within the city. 
c.) Regulate the planting, maintenance, and removal of trees. 
d.) Promote public education and awareness about the benefits of trees. 
e.) Ensure compliance with the standards and requirements set forth by the Tree City 
USA program. 
f.) Integrate tree canopy and tree health in the maintenance schedule of city 
infrastructure. 

It is the intention of Carnation’s Green Policies to adopt aspirational policies that will 
achieve the goal of adapting and seeking sustainability, resiliency and circular economy by 
adopting green practices. 

Green Policies seek to protect, preserve, and enhance the quality of life and general welfare 
of the City of Carnation, its residents, and its property owners; and conserve and enhance 
the City of Carnation’s natural, physical, and aesthetic environment.  Furthermore, by 
adopting this policy the City will preserve, protect, and enhance the urban forest to ensure 
that trees are properly planted and maintained within the City of Carnation so that trees 
can protect, enhance, and preserve the quality of life for people within the City. 

This policy recognizes that trees are an integral part of the infrastructure of the City of 
Carnation and as such should be preserved, protected, and cared for as other critical City 
infrastructure.   

The benefits of a healthy tree canopy have been scientifically documented and this policy 
recognizes that: 
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a. Trees absorb pollution from the air;
b. Trees absorb and sequester carbon dioxide;
c. Trees absorb and filter pollution from stormwater run-off;
d. Trees produce oxygen;
e. Trees reduce flooding;
f. Trees stabilize soils and reduce erosion;
g. Trees cool the surrounding area helping to reduce impacts due to heat islands;
h. Trees reduce energy consumption by shielding structures from harsh winds and

sun;
i. Trees provide a buffer and screen against noise, light, and pollution;
j. Trees improve property values;
k. Trees improve commercial district buyer traffic and purchasing;
l. Areas with trees have lower crime rates;
m. Areas with trees have higher levels of community interaction;
n. Trees provide important habitat for birds and other wildlife; and
o. Trees protect and enhance our quality of life.
p. Trees provide the City of Carnation collective benefits that extend beyond

property boundaries throughout the entire City.   
q. Larger trees provide larger benefits.  When a large tree is removed and replaced

with a smaller tree the benefits and services are greatly reduced. 
r. Trees may have a condition that constitutes a threat, danger, or nuisance to the

public or property within the City of Carnation or may be dangerous to the 
health of other trees and vegetation in the City. 

SECTION 2: PUBLIC TREES 
An urban forest is comprised of trees across all land uses and ownership on public and 
private land. This Policy applies to public property trees but recognizes that trees on 
private property are part of the collective community resource. 

SECTION 3: EVALUATION, MAINTENANCE AND PROTECTION 
The City’s Planning and Parks Board may be asked to evaluate canopy protection 
programming at the request of the City Council or staff.  Subject Matter Experts shall be 
contracted as needed when such expertise is required. The City shall maintain public trees 
and canopy.   

SECTION 4: TREES IN THE PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY AND PUBLIC CITY LAND 
This Section applies to any work or activity which may impact public property trees. 

a) Unless otherwise authorized by this Section, it shall be unlawful for any person to

remove, injure or undertake any procedure which will cause death, substantial damage,

or create a hazard, to any public property tree without first obtaining authorization

from the City of Carnation CED Department.

4

DRAFT



3 
 

b) In the case of tree management practices, these practices shall comply with the 

requirements of ANSI A300 Part 1 Pruning standard and Best Management Practices, 

ANSI Z133 safety standards for arboriculture.  

SECTION 5: HERITAGE TREE PRESERVATION 
A Heritage Tree is any mature tree, that by its size, cultural significance, age, location, 
history, etc. make it special or unique, and thus worth preserving. Consult the Arbor Day 
Foundation or an ISA Certified Arborist for questions on heritage trees. 
 
ARTICLE 6: CITY TREE REMOVAL AND REPLACEMENT 
 

a) Public trees shall be preserved whenever possible. 

b) Public safety may require the removal of a tree.  

c) If a healthy significant or heritage tree is to be removed, such action will require 

guidance from a certified arborist. 

d) Public tree replacement shall be guided by Municipal Code/Standards. It is the 

intention of this policy to ensure that trees are replaced from species on the 

Preferred Species List.   

 
SECTION 7: EDUCATION  
 
The City of Carnation will implement programs and initiatives to educate the community 
about the benefits of trees, proper tree care, and the importance of urban forestry. This 
might include: an outward facing webpage that informs the residents of Carnation about 
the benefits of public and private tree canopies and lists protections for urban trees; tree 
planting events; tree education workshops, etc. The CED Department will work with local 
non-profits, volunteers, and school districts to help implement programs.  
 
 
SECTION 8: INCENTIVES 
The City strives to implement an incentives-based approach to meet the overall goal of this 
policy. The City Council shall adopt a six-year Canopy Enhancement and Protection 
Workplan with the following goals: 
 

1. City shall provide 4-6 mature trees to be distributed to local parcels for no more 

than $10 each.  

2. City shall provide free tree pruning services to seniors, people with disabilities and 

other special populations. 

3. City shall obtain a tree canopy assessment and create goals for increasing the 

canopy. 
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DEFINITIONS - 
 
ARBORIST Any individual experienced in the profession of forestry or a related field and 
is licensed or certified in forestry by an accredited forestry industry body, e.g., International 
Society of Arboriculture.   
 
 
CANOPY The upper portion of a tree sometimes called the crown. This section 

of the tree contains branches and leaves.  
 
CRITICAL ROOT ZONE An area on the ground extending out from the trunk of the tree 

in all directions a distance of at least one foot for every inch DBH 
(Diameter at Breast Height). 

 
CUTTING 1.   Felling or removal of a tree, or any procedure that results in the  

             death or substantial destruction of a tree. 
 
 2.   Cutting that does not include normal pruning or trimming of 

trees  consistent with good forestry practices. 
 
DAMAGE Impact or loss of function to any tree including but not limited to: 

removal, root compaction, root removal, girdling, soil contamination, 
topping, pruning outside of the ANSI A300 Pruning Standard or most 
recent standard, canopy removal, bark removal, poisoning and/or 
actions resulting in the decline or death of a tree. 

 
DECIDUOUS TREE A deciduous tree is one that loses its leaves for part of the year.   
 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROFESSIONAL A degreed environmental scientist, biologist, botanist, forester, other 

similarly degreed and/or licensed plant professional with at least five 
years’ experience in planting and maintaining native plants and their 
associated natural ecosystems. 

 
EVERGREEN TREE A tree that retains its leaves for most of the year. 
 
 
FORESTER An individual trained and experienced in the profession of forestry 

who has a forestry degree from an institution of advanced education. 
 
HERITAGE TREE Any mature tree, that by its size, cultural significance, age, location, 

history, etc. make it special or unique, and thus worth preserving.  
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INFRASTRUCTURE The basic underlying framework or features that provide collective 
services, including but not limited to roads, waterlines, storm sewers, 
bioswales, and trees. 

 
INVASIVE SPECIES An introduced or exotic species that significantly modifies or disrupts 

the ecosystem in which it colonizes. Examples are English holly (Ilex 
aquifolium), or Tree of Heaven (Ailanthus altissima).  

 
LANDSCAPE 
CONTRACTOR A company or individual contracted to perform landscape services. 
 
LANDSCAPING  
PROFESSIONAL A registered landscape architect, horticulturalist, or other similarly 

degreed, experienced and/or licensed plant professional. 
 
NATURAL AMENITY 
EXCEPTION A landscape and preservation plan intended as a substitute for the 

replacement requirements of this Section. 
 
PREFERRED TREE LIST A listing of preferred tree species, street trees or otherwise, 

that appear at the end of this Policy. 
 
 
PROTECTED TREE Refers to any tree species designated by this Policy as having special 

protection due to its size, age, cultural significance, or ecological 
importance.  

 
REGULATED ARTICLES Any insects at any living stage of development, any quarantined 

materials such as wood products including, but not limited to chips, 
limbs, lumber, firewood, contaminated soils, or any other product or 
means of conveyance which may be determined by agencies such as, 
for example, the Federal or State departments of agriculture , (but not 
limited to these departments), to pose a risk of spread of any 
infestation or infection. 

 
SIGNIFICANT TREE:  Any tree (using current Urban Forestry Standard) that is 6” diameter 

at breast height (DBH) or more.  
 
SIGNIFICANT TREE 
REMOVAL Removal of a Heritage Tree or grouping/stand of trees, or a Significant 

Tree.  
 
Tree REMOVAL The cutting down, destruction, or removal of any tree, including 

damaging by poison or other direct or indirect action. 
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URBAN FOREST  Refers to the collective trees within the city limits. 
 
VIABLE A tree, which in the judgment of the City of Carnation, is capable of 

sustaining its own life processes for a reasonable period of time. 
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