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Purpose of Updates
Timeline
2018 - Most recent Design Standards update (City)
2018 – R12 updates by MAKERS
2017 – R6 updates by MAKERS
2005 – Original Design Standards by MAKERS

Goals
• Meet evolving community design and economic development objectives
• Achieve balance between design, cost, sustainability & strategic flexibility
• Improve clarity and consistency of standards to align with a coherent City vision

Strategy
• Updates are based on design standards best practices from a combination of design, 

development/construction, and usability perspectives
• Updates comply with HB 1293 to ensure that regulations provide clear and objective standards
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Chapter 15.96 
Design Standards and Historic Preservation

See Page 1
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Design Standards Applicability

1. Downtown core

2. SR-203 Gateway corridor

3. All multifamily development within the City

4. All other R12, R24, Mixed-Use, and non-residential zoned Multi-
Family Residential zoned properties within the City.

See Page 2
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Interpretation & Departures

• Purpose statements

• Standards

• Voluntary measures

• Departures

See Page 5
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Building 
Location & 
Orientation

See Page 6
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Multiple Building & Large Lot Dev.

Standards here no longer 
necessary
(covered by R-12 development 
standards developed after this 
section initially written)

See Page 13
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Residential Open Space & Recreation

• Increase the min. amount  of open space/unit from 100sf to 120sf 

• Providing more flexibility on the types of open space that can be used

• Clarify and update standards for common areas, private open space 

See Page 24



August 20th, 2024 | City of Carnation – Design Standards Update

Architectural Design

Promote the integration of design 
form, themes, and/or details 
associated with historic regional 
agricultural structures

See Pages 34-35
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Architectural Scale & Massing

Modest adjustments to existing 
standards proposed. Notably:

• Clarifications

• Exemptions

• Departures

See Page 37
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Building Details & Sustainable Design

• Refine/update façade details 
standards

• Slightly relax window 
trim/depth standards

• Add new sustainable design 
standard – with options

See Pages 44-49



August 20th, 2024 | City of Carnation – Design Standards Update

Building Materials & Colors

• Add special standards for the use of 
cement board paneling

• Update color provisions
oPrimary background color
oTrim standards

See Pages 51-54
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Citywide Single Family & Duplex Design

New provisions drawn from existing R-6 and R-12 design standards:
• Covered entry (min 5’ deep)

• Min. façade transparency

• Garage & driveway standards

• Façade massing & roofline standards

• Façade details standards

• Materials/siding style standards

• Minimum useable open space

Alt applicability: 
Only apply to lots in 
new subdivisions 
with four or more 
lots???

See Pages 56-57
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Citywide Residential Subdivision Design

New provisions drawn 
from existing R-12 
subdivision standards
• No wall lined streets

• Setback variation 
requirements

• Architectural variety

• Lot design flexibility

Alt applicability: Only apply to new 
subdivisions with four or more lots???

See Pages 63-66
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