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Exhibit A 

Chapter 15.98 WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS FACILITIES 

15.98.010 Purposes/goals. 

A. The purposes of this chapter are to: 

1. Establish appropriate locations, site development standards, and permit requirements to allow 
wireless communications facilities within the city, in a manner which provides for locations and 
options for wireless communication providers while minimizing visual impacts associated with 
wireless communications facilities and to encourage creative approaches in locating wireless 
communications facilities which will blend in with the surroundings of such facilities.  

2. Comply with the requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. The requirements of this 
Chapter shall not be interpreted to prohibit personal wireless services and shall not unreasonably 
discriminate between providers of functionally equivalent personal wireless services, per the 
Telecommunications Act of 1996. 

B. The goals of this chapter are to: (1) encourage the location of towers in non-residential areas and minimize the 
total number of towers throughout the community; (2) encourage strongly the joint use of new and existing 
tower sites; (3) encourage users of towers and antennas to locate them, to the extent possible, in areas where 
the visual impact on the community is minimal; (4) encourage users of towers and antennas to configure them 
in a way that minimizes the visual impact of the towers and antennas; and (5) enhance the ability of the 
providers of telecommunications services to provide such services to the community effectively, efficiently, 
and in a timely manner.  

(Ord. 560 § 1 (part), 1997) 

15.98.020 Definitions. 

“Amateur Radio” means a device that picks up or sends out radio frequency energy used for purposes of 
private recreation, non-commercial exchange of messages, wireless experimentation, self-training, and emergency 
communication. The term “amateur” is used to specify persons interested in radio technique solely with a personal 
aim and without pecuniary interest, and to differentiate it from commercial broadcasting, public safety (such as 
police and fire), or professional two-way radio services (such as maritime, aviation, taxis, etc.). 

"Antenna" means any system of pole, panel, rods, reflecting discs or similar devices used for the transmission 
or reception of radio frequency signals. Antennas include the following types, but are not limited to:  

1. Omni-directional (also known as "whip") antenna: receives and/or transmits radio frequency signals in 
a three-hundred-sixty-degree radio pattern, and which is up to fifteen feet in height and up to four 
inches in diameter.  

2. Directional (also known as "panel") antenna: receives and/or transmits radio frequency signals in a 
directional pattern typically encompassing an arc of one hundred twenty degrees.  

3. Parabolic (also known as a "dish") antenna: a bowl-shaped device for the reception and/or 
transmission of radio frequency communication signals in a specific pattern.  
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4. Ancillary antenna: an antenna that is less than twelve inches in its largest dimension that is not directly 
used to provide personal wireless communication services. Such antennas would include global 
positioning satellite (GPS) antennas.  

5. Other: All other transmitting and receiving equipment not specifically described herein shall be 
regulated in conformity with the type of antenna described herein which most closely resembles such 
equipment.  

“Antenna Array” means a single or group of antenna elements and associated mounting hardware, feed 
lines, or other appurtenances that may share a common attachment device such as a mounting frame or mounting 
support structure for the sole purpose of transmitting or receiving electromagnetic waves. 

“Base Station” means a structure or equipment at a fixed location that enables Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) -licensed or authorized wireless communications between user equipment and a 
communications network. This term does not include towers (as separately defined herein) or structures 
associated with towers. Base Station includes:  

1. Equipment associated with wireless communications services as well as unlicensed wireless services and 
fixed wireless services such as microwave backhaul.  

2. Radio transceivers, antennas, coaxial or fiber-optic cable, regular and backup power supplies, and 
comparable equipment, regardless of technological configuration (including Distributed Antenna Systems 
(“DAS”) and small cell networks). 

3. Any structure other than a tower that, at the time the relevant application is filed (with jurisdiction) under 
this section, supports or houses equipment described in subparagraph (1) and (2) above that has been 
reviewed and approved under the applicable zoning or siting process, or under another State or local 
regulatory review process, even if the structure was not built for the sole or primary purpose of providing 
that support. 

The term does not include any structure that, at the time the relevant application is filed with the city under this 
section, does not support or house equipment described in subparagraph (1) and (2) above. 

"Collocation/site sharing" means use of a common WCF or common site by two or more wireless license 
holders or by one wireless license holder for more than one type of communications technology and/or placement 
of a WCF on a structure owned or operated by a utility or other public entity.  

“Eligible Facilities Request” as defined by Section 6409(a) of the Spectrum Act, is a request for any 
modifications to an existing tower or base station that does not substantially change the physical dimensions of 
such tower or base station involving: (i) Collocation of new transmission equipment; (ii) Removal of transmission 
equipment; or (iii) Replacement of transmission equipment. 

“Equipment Cabinet” means a mounted case with a hinged door used to house equipment for utility or 
service providers. 

"Equipment enclosure" means a small structure, shelter, cabinet, or vault used to house and protect the 
electronic equipment necessary for processing wireless communications signals. Associated equipment may 
include air conditioning and emergency generators.  

"FAA" means the Federal Aviation Administration, which provides regulations for the siting, building, 
marketing and lighting of cellular transmission antennas in the vicinity of airports and/or flight paths. 

"FCC" means the Federal Communications Commission. The FCC has the power to regulate interstate and 
foreign communications by radio, television, wire, satellite and cable.  

"Height" when referring to a WCF height means the distance measured from ground level to the highest 
point of any and all antennae on the WCF.  

https://redmond.municipal.codes/RZC/21.78_A__36649260ee3d8d932ab29b3cbf520515
https://redmond.municipal.codes/RZC/21.78_F__2bcdceaef58bf2c3af5d66540e908afa
https://redmond.municipal.codes/RZC/21.78_F__2bcdceaef58bf2c3af5d66540e908afa
https://redmond.municipal.codes/RZC/21.78_A__c1efc40db1db2acd3b66115c3290f6bd
https://redmond.municipal.codes/RZC/21.78_M__195fbb57ffe7449796d23466085ce6d8
https://redmond.municipal.codes/RZC/21.78_S__dc4c71563b9bc39a65be853457e6b7b6
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"Microcell" means a wireless communication facility consisting of an antenna that is either: (1) Four feet in 
height and with an area of not more than five hundred eighty square inches; or (2) a tubular antenna, no more 
than four inches in diameter and no more than six feet in length.  

"Personal wireless services" means commercial mobile services, unlicensed wireless services, and common 
carrier wireless exchange access services, as defined by federal laws and regulations.  

"Personal wireless service facilities" means facilities for the provision of personal wireless services.  

“Pole Extender” means a device that extends a utility pole or similar structure, the material of such structure 
being wood, composite, or otherwise, to the maximum height as permitted under this Title, without requiring the 
entire structure to be replaced, such that a small cell wireless facility may be located at the top of said structure 
and meet any required clearances as dictated by the structure owner. 

"Related equipment" means all equipment ancillary to the transmission and reception of voice and data via 
radio frequencies. Such equipment may include, but is not limited to, cable, conduits and connections.  

"Setbacks" regarding a support structure means the required distance from the support structure to the 
property line of the parcel on which the WCF is located.  

“Service Provider” means every corporation, company, association, joint stock association, firm, partnership, 
person, city, or town owning, operating, or managing any facilities used to provide and providing 
telecommunications or cable television service for hire, sale, or resale to the general public, per RCW 35.99.010(6). 

“Small Cell Facility” means a personal wireless services facility that meets both of the following qualifications: 

1. Each antenna is located inside an antenna enclosure of no more than three cubic feet in volume. If 
the antenna has exposed elements, the antenna and all of its exposed elements could fit within an 
enclosure of no more than three cubic feet; and 

2. Primary equipment enclosures are no larger than seventeen cubic feet in volume. The following 
associated equipment may be located outside the primary equipment enclosure, and if so, are not 
included in the calculation of equipment volume: electric meter, concealment, telecomm 
demarcation box, ground-based enclosures, battery back-up power systems, grounding equipment, 
power transfer switch, and cut-off switch. 

“Small Cell Network” means a collection of interrelated small cell facilities designed to deliver personal 
wireless services. 

“SEPA” means State Environmental Policy Act. 

"Support structures" means structures to which antennas and other necessary associated hardware is 
mounted. Support structures include, but are not limited to transmission towers, utility poles, and non-residential 
buildings.  

"Transmission tower" means a freestanding structure, other than a building, on which communication 
devices are mounted. Transmission towers may serve either as a major or minor communications facility. 
Transmission towers include, but are not limited to the following support structures:  

1. Lattice tower: a support structure that consists of crossed metal braces, forming a tower that is 
usually triangular or square in cross-section.  

2. Monopole: a support structure that consists of a single pole sunk into the ground and/or attached 
to a foundation.  

“WAC” means Washington Administrative Code. 
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"Wireless communication facility (WCF)" means an unstaffed facility for the transmission and reception of 
low-power radio and/or microwave signals providing wireless communications services consisting of an equipment 
shelter or cabinet, a support structure, antennas, and security barriers. WCFs can be divided into two categories:  

1. Attached wireless communication facility (attached WCF): an antenna array that is attached to an 
existing building or structure (attached structure), which structures shall include but not be limited 
to utility poles, water towers, with any accompanying pole or device which attaches the antenna 
array to the existing building or structure and associated connection cables, and an equipment 
facility which may be located either inside or outside of the attached structure.  

2. Freestanding wireless communication facilities with support structures: such as an antenna array 
that may include a monopole or lattice tower.  

"Wireless communications services" means any personal wireless services as defined in the Federal 
Telecommunications Act of 1996 which includes FCC-licensed commercial wireless communications services 
including cellular, personal communications services (PCS), specialized mobile radio (SMR), enhanced specialized 
mobile radio (ESMR), paging and similar services that currently exist or that may in the future be developed.  

(Ord. 560 § 1 (part), 1997) 

15.98.030 Exemptions and applicability. 

A. Pre-Existing WCFs. WCFs for which a permit has been issued prior to the effective date of the ordinance 
codified in this chapter shall not be required to meet the requirements of this chapter as further specified in 
this chapter.  

B. Exclusion of Amateur Radio Facilities. This chapter shall not govern the installation of any amateur radio 
facility that is owned and operated by a federally-licensed amateur radio station operator or is used 
exclusively for receiving only antenna(e).  

C. Exclusion of Small Satellite Dishes. This chapter shall not govern the installation of small satellite dishes (i.e., 
one meter or less in any land use category and two meters or less in any industrial or commercial zoning 
districts).  

D. SEPA Exemptions. In accordance with Washington Administrative Code (WAC) 197-11-800, Categorical 
Exemptions, the following facilities will not require SEPA environmental review:   

1. The collocation of new equipment, removal of equipment, or replacement of existing equipment on 
existing or replacement structures that does not substantially change the physical dimensions of such 
structures; or 

2. A personal wireless service tower less than sixty feet in height located in a commercial, industrial, 
manufacturing, forest, or agricultural zoning districts.  

3. Relationship to Other Ordinances. The ordinance codified in this chapter supersedes all conflicting 
requirements of other codes and ordinances regarding the locating and permitting of WCFs.  

(Ord. 560 § 1 (part), 1997) 

15.98.040 Permits required. 

A. Building Permits. A building permit is required for all telecommunication facilities unless specifically exempted 
within Section 15.98.030.  

B. Conditional Use Permit. A conditional use permit is required for any wireless communications facility including 
but not limited to freestanding facilities, those facilities that collocate on an existing relay tower where 
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adequate provisions for antenna(e) and ground-mounted equipment exist. This requirement also applies to all 
WCF attached to existing structures such as utility poles, buildings, water towers, etc. Small cell facilities are 
exempt from this requirement.   

C. Eligible Facilities Request. Required for requests for any modifications to an existing tower or base station that 
does not substantially change the physical dimensions of such tower or base station involving: (i) Collocation 
of new transmission equipment; (ii) Removal of transmission equipment; or (iii) Replacement of transmission 
equipment. 

1. A substantial change is any change that: 

a. Exceeds height limit increases or the number of associated equipment cabinets;  

b. Involves off-site excavation or deployment; 

c. Defeats the concealment elements previously provided for the existing structure; or 

d. Violates any conditions previously imposed on the original project. 

(Ord. 560 § 1 (part), 1997) 

15.98.050 General siting criteria. 

A. Siting criteria for WCFs is necessary to encourage the siting of those facilities in locations most appropriate 
based on land use compatibility, neighborhood characteristics, and aesthetic considerations. No general siting 
criteria are necessary for small satellite dishes or amateur radio towers because these facilities are allowed 
within all zoning districts. Small cell facilities are subject to specific siting criteria set forth in CMC 15.98.060. 

B. Generally, collocating on existing WCF towers is encouraged by fewer standards and less complex permit 
procedures. Further, attachment of antenna(e) to existing non-residential structures and buildings primarily 
within light industrial and commercial zoning districts is preferable to new WCF support structures. The city 
may request feasibility studies which demonstrate that locations on existing structures have been explored as 
the preferred siting alternative. Small cell facilities are subject to specific collocation requirements set forth in 
CMC 15.98.060. 

 

(Ord. 560 § 1 (part), 1997) 

15.98.060 Permitted locations. 

A. Attached WCFs may be mounted on all currently existing non-residential buildings except as follows:  

1. Any building which is an accessory structure to a residence;  

2. Buildings that would be visually dominated by the WCF;  

3. Within five hundred feet of any school.  

B. Attached WCFs mounted on existing non-residential buildings must meet the following conditions and criteria: 

1. A WCF may consist of one of the following:  

a. Up to four nonreflective panel antennas or up to nine nonreflective panel antennas if the 
applicant demonstrates necessity to the satisfaction of the city. No one antenna shall exceed 
four hundred eighty square inches and the total of the combined antennas shall not exceed 
one thousand four forty square inches of surface area; or  
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b. Up to three whip antennas; or  

c. One nonreflective parabolic dish one foot or less in diameter. 

d. In the event of collocation, more than one of the facilities described above may be included.  

2. The antennas must conform to the following height restrictions relating to the existing building:  

a. Five feet measured to the top of a panel antenna above the roof proper of the existing 
building at the point of attachment;  

b. Ten feet measured to the tip of the whip antenna above the roof proper of the existing 
building at the point of attachment;  

c. Five feet measured to the top of a parabolic dish antenna above the roof proper of the 
existing building at the point of attachment.  

2. Whip antennas shall be camouflaged and located to minimize views from residential structures and 
public rights-of-way.  

3. Panel and parabolic antennas shall be completely screened from residential views and public rights-of-
way in a manner that is architecturally compatible with the building on which it is located.  

4. Equipment enclosures shall be located within the building in which the facility is placed or located 
underground if site conditions permit. Otherwise, equipment enclosures shall be screened from view 
by compatible wall, fences or landscaping.  

5. For small cell facilities, primary equipment enclosures shall be no larger than seventeen cubic feet in 
volume. Associated equipment located outside of the enclose is not included in the calculation of 
equipment volume. Associated equipment permitted outside of the enclosure includes:  

a. Electric meter 

b. Concealment 

c. Telecomm demarcation box 

d. Ground-based enclosures 

e. Battery back-up power systems 

f. Grounding equipment 

g. Power transfer switch 

h. Cut-off switch 

6. Equipment enclosures for small cell facilities shall be the smallest amount necessary. Disconnect    
switches are permitted to be located outside of the primary equipment enclosure.  

C. WCFs requiring construction of a new support structure must be located on a portion of the site that is 
effectively isolated from view of residential areas by structures or terrain features unless the WCF is 
integrated or acts as an architectural element of the structure, such as a flag pole.  

(Ord. 560 § 1 (part), 1997) 

15.98.070 General site development standards. 

A. The following standards shall be applied to all wireless equipment, such as antenna(e) and equipment 
shelters, but does not include equipment for small cell facilities. 
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1. No wireless equipment reviewed under this section shall be located within required building setback 
areas;  

2. The combined antenna(e) and supporting structure shall not exceed more than ten feet above the 
existing or proposed support structure (i.e., existing tower or building);  

3. No wireless equipment shall be used for the purpose of signage or message display of any kind;  

4. Location of wireless communication antenna(e) on existing buildings shall be screened or camouflaged 
to the greatest practical extent possible to achieve a less obtrusive form by the use of compatible 
materials, location, color, vegetative screening, reflective concealment and/or other stealth tactics to 
maximize compatibility of the antenna(e) with its support structure;  

a. A Type F landscape screen, as defined in CMC 15.76.030, may be utilized to achieve 
camouflaging.  

5. Screening of wireless equipment shall be provided with one or a combination of the following 
materials: fencing, walls, landscaping, structures, or topography which will block the view of 
equipment and structures as practicable from any street and from the yards and main floor living areas 
of residential properties within approximately five hundred feet. Screening may be located anywhere 
between the base and the above-mentioned viewpoints. All screening shall be reviewed and approved 
by the city planner  as part of the Telecommunications facility permit process. In addition, these 
standards shall be observed:  

6. Equipment enclosures shall conform to the following:  

b. Equipment enclosures shall be placed underground if site conditions permit and if technically 
feasible;  

c. Equipment enclosures shall be screened from view except as provided for in (c) below;  

d. Walk-in equipment enclosures:  

i. May not be constructed with exposed metal surfaces;  

ii. May not be required to be completely screened from view provided the city planner 
finds that the walk-in equipment enclosure has been designed using materials, 
colors, and detailing that produces a structure that emulates the residential 
character of the city;  

7. Security fencing, when used, shall conform to the following:  

a. No fence shall exceed six feet in height;  

b. Security fencing shall be effectively screened from view through the use of appropriate 
landscaping materials consistent with city landscaping standards.  

c. Chain-link fences shall be painted or coated with a nonreflective color.  

(Ord. 560 § 1 (part), 1997) 

15.98.080 Development standards for small cell facilities. 

A. Applicability: Small cell/distributed antenna systems include microcells, small cell facilities, and small cell 
networks, as defined in CMC 15.98.020, Definitions. 

B. No small cell facility equipment reviewed under this section shall be located within required building setback 
areas;  
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C. No small cell facility equipment shall be used for the purpose of signage or message display of any kind and 
shall not include illumination;  

D. Preferred Concealment Technique 

1. Small cell facilities not in compliance with the preferred concealment technique are subject to a 
Concealment Element Plan, per CMC 15.98.080.F. 

2. Antenna(e) and equipment on existing buildings shall: 

a. Be screened or camouflaged to the greatest practical extent possible to achieve a less obtrusive 
form by the use of compatible materials, location, color, vegetation screening, reflective 
concealment, and/or other stealth tactics to maximize compatibility of the antenna(e) with its 
support structure;  

i. A Type F landscape screen, as defined in CMC 15.76.040, may be utilized to achieve 
camouflaging.  

b. Utilize a symmetrical design for all facade mounted antennas and subsequent deployments when 
placed on the structure’s exterior with any existing small cell facilities on the same side of the 
structure. 

c. Be flush mounted and mimic the color and materials of the facade which they are mounted. 

d. Not project above the facade wall on which they are mounted. 

e. Utilize the smallest necessary mounting brackets to provide minimal offset from the building. 

f. Sides and bottoms of mounting hardware for antennas shall be concealed to minimize the visual 
impact of the antennas. Exposed conduit, cabling and wiring is prohibited. 

g. Have permission from the owner of the existing building to install facilities on such building. 

3. Antenna(e) and equipment on existing utility poles/street light poles shall: 

a. Comply with applicable height restrictions for poles and other structures proposed to be utilized.  

b. If replacement poles are required, they shall utilize compatible materials, location, color, reflective 
concealment, and/or other stealth tactics to maximize compatibility of the antenna(e) with the 
original or adjacent poles; 

c. Be fully concealed within the pole or camouflaged to the greatest practical extent possible to 
achieve a less obtrusive form, through methods such as the use of vegetative screening or 
painting. 

4. Antenna(e) and equipment on new poles shall: 

a. Small cell facilities requiring new construction of a support structure shall not be located outside 
of the public right-of-way or in or on a building (including roof or panel-mounting or a separate 
structure). 

b. Include a Concealment Element Plan  

5. Antenna(e) and equipment on existing projecting or marquee signs shall: 

a. Be subject to sign regulations of CMC 15.68, Signs and Fences.  

b. Require a sign permit unless the small cell facility is located entirely within the existing sign. 

6. Antenna(e) and equipment on existing parking lot lighting shall: 

a. Be subject to lighting regulations of CMC 15.60.300, Lighting Requirements. 

https://redmond.municipal.codes/RZC/21.78_C__cb5feb1b7314637725a2e73bdc9f7295
https://redmond.municipal.codes/RZC/21.78_F__732e3cac31f26338c08b878e326df9d9
https://redmond.municipal.codes/RZC/21.78_F__732e3cac31f26338c08b878e326df9d9


 

 

 
    Created: 2024-10-10 08:10:51 [EST] 

(Supp. No. 16, Update 2) 

 
Page 9 of 19 

b. For small cell facilities, an antenna proposed to be located within an enclosure shall be located in 
an enclosure of no more than three cubic feet in volume. No more than four antennas are permitted 
on a single pole and with a total volume not to exceed twelve cubic feet. 

E. Federal Regulatory Requirements: 

1. Small cell facilities shall be subject to the requirements of this code to the extent that such 
requirements: 

a. Do not unreasonably discriminate among providers of functionally equivalent services; and 

b. Do not have the effect of prohibiting personal wireless services within the city. 

2. Small cell facilities installed pursuant to the preferred concealment techniques, or a Concealment 
Element Plan, may not be expanded pursuant to an eligible facilities request. 

F. Concealment Element Plan: 

1. A Concealment Element Plan is required for proposed small cell facilities installations which do not 
conform to a preferred concealment technique in CMC 15.98.080.D. The plan shall include the 
proposed screening or fencing design for the base station, tower, pole, or equipment structure, and all 
related transmission equipment or facilities associated with the proposed small cell facility. 

2. A Concealment Element Plan seeks to minimize the visual obtrusiveness of installations through 
methods such as integrating compatible architectural features, building design, and similar material, 
color and texture, or the appearance thereof, to the surface which the installation will be seen or 
installed on. 

3. Other concealment element approaches may be considered to conceal ground level equipment, such as 
the use of street furniture (trash cans, benches or other compatible enclosures) or concealment 
support (trees, signage, art, clocktower, etc.). 

4. Proposed collocation that is not classified as a major alteration and is not in compliance with a 
preferred concealment technique is required to provide a concealment element plan subject to 
administrative review. The proposal shall demonstrate that the collocation does not defeat the 
concealment features originally approved as part of the initial installation at that location. 

 

15.98.090 Development standards for freestanding WCF with support structures. 

A. Placement of a freestanding WCF shall be denied if placement of the antenna(e) on an existing structure can 
accommodate the operator's communication needs, except when the freestanding WCF is for a support 
structure for a small cell facility. The collocation of a proposed antenna(e) in an existing support structure 
shall be explored and documented by the operator in order to show that reasonable efforts were made to 
identify alternative locations. 

B. The applicant shall demonstrate that the proposal location was selected pursuant to the siting criteria 
established in this chapter. WCF support structures shall be denied if an alternative placement of the 
antenna(e) on a building or other existing structure can accommodate the communication needs, except 
when the support structure is for a small cell facility. Applicants shall be required to provide documentation 
that reasonable efforts to identify alternative locations were made.  

C. Owners and operators of a proposed support structure shall provide information regarding the opportunity 
for the collocation of other antenna(e) and related equipment. If feasible, provisions for future collocation 
may be required.  
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D. WCF support structures reviewed under this section shall not be located within any required building setback 
areas.  

E. To the extent possible and in compliance with FAA safety regulations, specific colors of paint may be required 
to allow the support structure to blend better with its setting.  

F. The highest point of a freestanding support structure, including the antenna(e), shall be a maximum of one 
hundred fifty feet above the finished grade on municipally-owned properties.  

G. Support structures shall meet the setback requirements of the underlying zoning district as established in this 
title.  

H. A landscaping plan is required for all new freestanding wireless communication facilities with support 
structure. The plan shall meet the criteria established in this title and approved by the city planner.  

I. A Washington-licensed professional engineer shall certify in writing, over his or her seal, that both the 
construction plans and final construction of the support structures are designed to reasonably withstand 
wind and seismic loads established in the Uniform Building Code and this code.  

J. All WCF support structures shall be removed by the facility owner within ninety days of the date it ceases to 
be operational, or if the facility falls into disrepair and is not maintained. Disrepair includes structural 
features, paint, landscaping, or general lack of maintenance which could result in safety or visual impacts.  

K. The city prohibits the construction of freestanding guyed wire towers within all zoning districts.  

L. Lattice towers may be permitted in non-residentially zoned or used properties provided all other types of 
WCF options have been reviewed and exhausted.  

(Ord. 560 § 1 (part), 1997) 

15.98.100 Noise. 

No equipment shall be operated so as to produce noise levels above forty-five dB as measured from the 
nearest property line on which the WCF is located.  

(Ord. 560 § 1 (part), 1997) 

15.98.110 Collocation. 

A. A permittee shall cooperate with other WCF providers in collocating additional antennas on support structures 
and/or on existing buildings provided the proposed collocators have received a conditional use permit for such 
use at the site from the city. A permittee shall exercise good faith in collocating with other providers and 
sharing the permitted site, provided such shared use does not give rise to a substantial technical level 
impairment of the ability to provide the permitted use (i.e., a significant interference in broadcast or reception 
capabilities as opposed to a competitive conflict or financial burden). Such good faith shall include sharing 
technical information to evaluate the feasibility of collocation. In the event a dispute arises as to whether a 
permittee has exercised good faith in accommodating other users, the city may require a third party technical 
study at the expense of either or both the applicant and permittee.  

B. All applicants shall demonstrate reasonable efforts in developing a collocation alternative for their proposal.  

C. Failure to comply with the collocation requirements of this section may result in the denial of a permit request 
or revocation of an existing permit.  

D. For small cell facilities, collocation shall be prohibited on wooden utility poles. Each wooden utility pole shall 
not contain more than one small cell facility. 
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(Ord. 560 § 1 (part), 1997) 

15.98.120 Permitted height. 

A. Small cell facilities shall comply with height requirements applicable to poles and structures proposed to be 
utilized. 

B. The height for small cell facilities may be increased through a variance request up to the minimum additional 
height needed to allow sufficient space for the required clearance from electrical utility wires when required 
to accommodate antennae at the top of a pole or a pole extender, which shall be no greater than six feet tall. 

(Ord. 560 § 1 (part), 1997) 

15.98.130 WCF Application submittal requirements. 

In addition to the information requested in the conditional use permit application of Section 15.18.020 of 
this code, the following items shall be required for a WCF application:  

A. A site plan which shows existing and proposed transmission structures, warning signs, fencing and access 
restrictions;  

B. A diagram or map showing the visual impact of the proposed structure on that area within a minimum 
radius of five hundred feet from the site;  

C. A map showing the service area of the proposed WCF and an explanation of the need for that facility at 
the proposed site. The explanation shall also include technological evidence that the height of the 
proposed facility is the minimum height necessary to fulfill the WCF's function.  

D. A site/landscaping plan showing the specific placement of the WCF on the site; showing the location of 
existing structures, trees, and other significant site features; and indicating type and locations of plant 
materials used to screen WCF components and the proposed color(s) for the WCF.  

E. Photo simulations of the proposed facility from affected residential properties and public rights-of-way 
at varying distances.  

F. A signed statement indicating:  

1. The telecommunications company holds a valid license as required by state and federal law;  

2. The applicant agrees to allow for the potential collocation of additional WCF equipment by other 
providers on the applicant's structure or within the same site location;  

3. That the applicant agrees to remove the facility within ninety days after that site's use is 
discontinued;  

4. A notarized signed affidavit by the property owner, if different from the facility owner, that the 
facility owner has a legal lease agreement, or option to lease agreement, or grant easement;  

5. Proof in the lease agreement with the property owner that:  

a. Allows the landholder to enter into leases with other providers; and  

b. Specifies that if the provider fails to remove the facility upon ninety days of its 
discontinued use, the responsibility for removal falls upon the landholder.  

G. The permit fee for each new conditional use permit for each site shall be the city's fee for a conditional 
use permit, plus all consulting costs. The permit fee shall be reduced to fifty percent of the conditional 
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use permit fee, plus consulting costs for an applicant who is collocating at the site of an existing provider 
and does not require any additional support structure or expansion of an existing support structure.  

H. All applicants to the city with WCF facility proposals shall provide a complete non-ionizing 
electromagnetic radiation analysis (NIER) with each application.  

(Ord. 560 § 1 (part), 1997) 

15.98.140 Completeness Review. 

An application shall be reviewed for completeness and the applicant shall be notified consistent with federal 
and state law. An applicant may resubmit an incomplete application within sixty days of Notice of Incomplete. 
Failure to resubmit an application within the sixty-day period shall be deemed a withdrawal of that application. No 
application shall be deemed complete without the appropriate fees or deposit set by the city planner. 

15.98.150 Small Cell Facility Application Submittal Requirements.  

A. Building permit application. 

B. A map showing the geographic boundaries for the small cell facility. 

C. Applicant may specify up to five sites for deployment per application, if all proposed small cell facilities are 
subject to the same process type, utilize the same concealment technique, and are located on the same type 
of facility, and within either the public right-of-way or upon private property. 

D. A diagram or map showing the visual impact of the proposed structure on that area within a minimum radius 
of five hundred feet from the site.  

E. Photo simulations of the proposed facility from affected residential properties and public rights-of-way at 
varying distances.  

F. A site/landscaping plan showing the specific placement of the WCF on the site; showing the location of 
existing structures, trees, and other significant site features; and indicating type and locations of plant 
materials used to screen WCF components and the proposed color(s) for the WCF.   

G. A site plan which shows existing and proposed structures on which small cell facilities are to be located. 
Necessary conduit and/or ground-mounted equipment intended for use shall also be specified regardless of 
whether the additional facilities are to be constructed by the applicant or leased from a third party.   

H. Provide designation of any element of a deployment which qualifies as an eligible facilities request.  Such 
element may be addressed separately by the Administrator in order to comply with the requirements of 
Wireless Communication Facilities set forth in CMC 15.98.120.  

I. Written authorization from the owner of the pole or structure that the small cell facility is proposed to be 
installed on. 

1. For city-owned poles or structures, a copy of a lease agreement from the city is required to be 
provided by the applicant. 

J. For small cell facilities proposed to be located on or over the public right-of-way: 

1. Where an existing franchise agreement has not been authorized, a copy of a city-issued Right-of-
Way Use Permit is required. 

2. A traffic control plan is required. 

K. SEPA Environmental Checklist, if not SEPA exempt per WAC 197-11-800. 
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L. Sworn affidavit signed by a radio frequency (RF) engineer with knowledge of the proposal affirming project 
compliance with all FCC and other applicable governmental regulations in connection with human exposure to 
radio frequency emissions for every frequency at which the small cell facility will operate. If additional 
transmission facilities necessary to the small cell facility, such as microwave backhaul, are to be provided by a 
third party, then the small cell permit shall be conditioned on an RF certification showing the cumulative 
impact of the RF emissions of the entire installation. The applicant may provide one emissions report for the 
entire small cell deployment if the applicant is using the same small cell facility configuration for all 
installations within that batch or may submit one emissions report for each subgroup installation identified in 
the batch. 

M. Proof of FCC and other applicable regulatory approvals required to provide the proposed service(s) or to utilize 
the proposed technologies.  

N. A signed statement indicating:  

1. The telecommunications company holds a valid license as required by state and federal law;  

2. The applicant agrees to allow for the potential collocation of additional WCF equipment by other 
providers on the applicant's structure or within the same site location;  

3. That the applicant agrees to remove the facility within ninety days after that site's use is 
discontinued;  

4. A notarized signed affidavit by the property owner, if different from the facility owner, that the 
facility owner has a legal lease agreement, or option to lease agreement, or grant easement;  

5. Proof in the lease agreement with the property owner that:  

a. Allows the landholder to enter into leases with other providers; and  

b. Specifies that if the provider fails to remove the facility upon ninety days of its discontinued 
use, the responsibility for removal falls upon the landholder.   

O. A professional engineer licensed by the State of Washington shall certify in writing, over his or her seal, that 
both construction plans and final construction of the Small Cell facilities and the antenna support structure or 
pole and foundation are designed to reasonably withstand wind and seismic loads. 

15.98.160 Radio frequency standards. 

A. The applicant shall comply with federal standards for radio frequency emissions. Within six months after 
issuance of its operational permit, the applicant shall submit a report which provides cumulative field 
measurements of radio frequency emissions of all antennas installed at the subject site and demonstrates 
compliance with established Federal standards; in particular, adherence to FCC OET Bulletin #65—RF Exposure 
Guidelines for Human Exposure to Radio Frequency Electromagnetic Fields. If on review, the city finds that the 
WCF does not meet federal standards, the city may revoke or modify the conditional use permit.  

B. The applicant shall ensure that the WCF will not cause localized interference with the reception of area 
television or radio broadcasts. If, on review, the city or Federal Communications Commission finds that the 
WCF interferes with such reception, and if such interference is not cured within sixty days, the city may revoke 
or modify the conditional use permit.  

C. Small cell facilities that have been certified as compliant with all FCC and other government regulations 
regarding the human exposure to radio frequency emissions will not be denied on the basis of radio frequency 
(RF) radiation concerns. 

 

(Ord. 560 § 1 (part), 1997) 
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15.98.170 Technological change and periodic review. 

The city recognizes that WCFs and communication technologies in general are currently subject to rapid 
change. Innovations in such things as switching hardware and software, transmission/receiving equipment, 
communication protocols, and development hybrid cable/wireless systems may result in reducing the impacts of 
individual facilities and to render specific portions of this ordinance obsolete. Therefore, the city shall review this 
ordinance at least once every five years or upon the request of the city council, city manager, or city planner.  

(Amended during 2001 codification; Ord. 560 § 1 (part), 1997) 

15.98.180 Other application and conditional use permit criteria. 

A. Federal Telecommunications Act 1996 and Washington State ESHB 2828 Preemptions. In any proceeding 
regarding the issuance of a conditional use permit under the terms of this chapter, federal law prohibits 
consideration of environmental effects of radio frequency emissions to the extent that the proposed facilities 
comply with the Federal Communications Commission regulations concerning such emissions.  

(Ord. 560 § 1 (part), 1997) 

15.98.190 Permit limitations. 

A. The conditional use permit shall become null and void if the permitted facility is not constructed and placed in 
use within one year of the date of the city's approval, provided that the conditional use permit may be 
extended one time for six months if construction has commenced before expiration of the initial year upon 
payment of an extension fee of one-half of the conditional use permit fee.  

B. The permittee, its operator, agent, affiliate, assigns or successors of a WCF shall and does, upon approval of 
this conditional use permit, agree to indemnify, protect, defend and hold harmless the city, its council 
members, planning board members, officers, employees, agents and representatives, from and against any 
and all liabilities, losses, damages, demands, claims and costs, including court costs and attorney fees 
(collectively "liabilities") incurred by the city arising, directly or indirectly, from: (1) city's approval and issuance 
of this conditional use permit; (2) city's approval and issuance of any permit or action, whether discretionary 
or nondiscretionary, in connection with the use contemplated herein; and (3) the installation and operation of 
the facility permitted hereby, including, without limitation, any and all liabilities arising from the emission by 
the facility of electromagnetic fields or other energy waves or emissions. The permittee, its operator, agent, 
affiliate, assigns or successors' compliance with this section is an express condition of this conditional use 
permit, and this provision shall be binding on any and all of the permittees operators, agents, affiliates, assigns 
and successors.  

C. The permit shall expire and the applicant must remove the facility if the facility is not put into use within 
ninety days after construction, or if use is discontinued for a period in excess of ninety days. If the facility is 
not so removed, the city may cause the facility to be removed and all expenses of removal shall be paid by the 
owner of the land where the facility is located, or the permittee, its operator, agent, affiliate, assign or 
successor.  

D. The applicant shall maintain the WCF to standards that may be imposed by the city at the time of the granting 
of a permit. Such maintenance shall include, but shall not be limited to, maintenance of the paint, structural 
integrity, landscaping, and all issues related to the public health, safety, and welfare. If the applicant fails to 
maintain the facility, the city may undertake the maintenance at the expense of the applicant or terminate the 
permit, at its sole option.  
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E. The applicant shall notify the city of all changes in ownership or operation of the facility prior to the effective 
date of the change.  

(Ord. 560 § 1 (part), 1997) 
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CITY OF CARNATION 

DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS FOR WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS FACILITIES 
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Facility Type: 
Attached 
WCF 

 
Commercial Structures: Permitted with a CUP and 

building permit 
 

Multi-Family Residential Structures: Permitted with a 
CUP and building permit 

 
Single Family Residential Structures: Not permitted  

Non-residential: Permitted with a CUP and building 
permit 

 
Residential Structures: Not permitted 

Permitted with a 
CUP and building 
permit1 

Facility Type: 
WCF with 
Support 
Structure 

 
Not permitted 

 

Permitted with a 
CUP and building 
permit1 

Facility Type: 
Small cell 
facilities 

Commercial Structures: Permitted with a building 
permit 

 
Multi-Family Residential Structures: Permitted with a 

building permit 
 

Single Family Residential Structures: Not permitted 
 

Non-residential: Permitted with a building permit 
 

Residential Structures: Not permitted 

Permitted with a 
building permit1 
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Height N/A 
Attached WCF: 15′ above existing structure 

 
Small cell facilities: Same as attached WCF3 

Attached WCF: 
15′ above 
existing structure  
 
WCF with 
Support 
Structure: 150′2 
 
Small cell 
facilities: Same 
as attached WCF3 

Setbacks N/A 

Attached WCF:   
25′ front  
20′ side  
25′ rear 
 
WCF with 
Support 
Structure: 

• Setback from 
residential 
structures:  
One foot for 
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1  Only on non-residential city owned properties.  
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each foot of 
tower height  

• Setback from 
property 
lines and all 
non-
residential 
structures: 
Distance 
equal to or 
greater than 
the fall zone 
distance 
certified by a 
structural 
engineer4  

 
 
Small cell 
facilities: Same 
as attached WCF 

Landscaping 
and 
Screening 

CMC 15.765 



 

 

 
    Created: 2024-10-10 08:10:51 [EST] 

(Supp. No. 16, Update 2) 

 
Page 19 of 19 

2   The height for WCF's with support structures may be increased through a variance request if the applicant can provide substantial evidence that the 
maximum height is insufficient for a WCF to properly function at the proposed site, or the applicant is developing the structure for future co-location.  

3    The height for small cell facilities may be increased through a variance request up to the minimum additional height needed to allow sufficient space for the 
required clearance from electrical utility wires when required to accommodate antennae at the top of a pole or a pole extender, which shall be no greater than 
six feet tall. 

4  Fall Zone: Every tower shall have a fall zone which shall be delineated and permanently restricted from future development as follows: 

      1.   The fall zone shall consist of the land area centered beneath the tower and circumscribed by a circle with a radius equal to a length of one foot 
for every ten feet of tower height. 

      2.   If the fall zone does not lie completely within the subject property, the applicant must obtain a nonrevocable easement from all owners of 
property within the fall zone that prohibits the construction or placement of new structures within the fall zone, except as may be specifically 
permitted through the conditional use process. If an easement is utilized, a copy of the fully executed easement agreement shall be submitted as part 
of the application.  

5 Minimum requirements. Other requirements may be imposed by the city planner as part of the building permit/CUP process, if applicable. 


