
  

DATE:  August 30, 2023  
TIME:   6:00 P.M. 
 
JOIN ONLINE VIA ZOOM: 
 https://us06web.zoom.us/j/7345782468?pwd=OEx4RGhseEdOVWN4LzVFSW5qeW8vUT09  
 
Meeting ID: 734 578 2468 
Passcode: 938620 
 
For inquiries and/or assistance regarding how to use the City’s online meeting format please 
email clerk@carnationwa.gov, or call (425) 333-4192. 
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Jim Ribail 
 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Mayor and Council  
 

3. EXECUTIVE SESSION. RCW 42.30.110 
a.  (c) To consider the minimum price at which real estate will be offered for sale 

or lease when public knowledge regarding such consideration would cause a 
likelihood of decreased price. However, final action selling or leasing public 
property shall be taken in a meeting open to the public. 
 

4. AGENDA BILL 
a. AB23-100 ORDINANCE No. 977: Schefer Purchase Sale Agreement and 

Development Agreement.  
b. AB23-101 DECLARATION: State of Emergency – Tolt Dam. 
 

5. DISCUSSION 
a. Tolt Dam: Options for New Engagement Strategy with Seattle Public Utilities 

and Seattle City Lights/ City of Seattle. 
b. State of Emergency: Declaration. 
 

6.  ADJOURNMENT: Mayor Jim Ribail 

 

CARNATION CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 
Special Meeting  

 
Mayor Jim Ribail, Deputy Mayor Tim Harris, Ryan Burrell, Dustin Green, Adair Hawkins 
 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/7345782468?pwd=OEx4RGhseEdOVWN4LzVFSW5qeW8vUT09
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=42.30.110


 
C A R N A T I O N  C I T Y  C O U N C I L   
A G E N D A  B I L L  

TITLE:  An ORDINANCE directing City 
Manager to execute Purchase and Sale 
Agreement (PSA) and Development 
Agreement (DA) between City and the 
Remlinger Group for King County Parcel 
No. 1625079073 a.k.a. The Schefer 
Property. 

Agenda Bill No.: AB23-100 
Type of Action: ORDINANCE 
Origin: 
(Council/Manager) 

City Manager 

Agenda Bill Author: City Manager 

EXHIBITS: 
• Purchase Sale Agreement (PSA) 
• Development Agreement (DA) 
• Ordinance 977 

Date Submitted: 8/30/23 
For Agenda of: 8/30/23 
Expenditure Required: 0 
Amount Budgeted: 0 
Appropriation 
Required: 

0 

SUMMARY STATEMENT AND DISCUSSION: 
The City of Carnation wishes to sell King County Parcel No. 1625079073 to the Remlinger 
Group for $2.4M as indicated in the Purchase Sale Agreement. Furthermore, the City and 
the Developer wish to enter into a development agreement that outlines specific outcomes, 
dates and conditions attached to the sale of this property to be effective once the project is 
deemed feasible by the Developer as indicated in PSA.    
 RECOMMENDED ACTION:  I move to adopt Ordinance 977 directing the City Manager 
to execute the Purchase and Sale Agreement and the Development Agreement for the sale of 
King County Parcel 1625079073 for $2.4M and the benefits outlined in the Development 
Agreement.  

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY:        
ACTION TAKEN 

MOTION AS PROPOSED MOTION AS AMENDED 
Motion made by:  Motion made by:  

Second by:  Second by:  
 YES Vote NO Vote  YES Vote NO Vote 

Hawkins   Hawkins   
Ribail   Ribail   
Harris   Harris   

Burrell   Burrell   
Green   Green   

Passed/Failed   Passed/Failed   
Ordinance/Resolution No.:  Ordinance/Resolution No.:  
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August 25, 2023 

Hello City Council Members, City Manager, Staff, 

I am a resident who lives on E Rutherford Street in the historic heart of Carna on. As I understand it, it is too late 
to stop the Remlinger/Scheffer development from happening. However, I have some sugges ons for improving 
the outcome for the ci zens of Carna on. 

1. The “loop trail” which has been used by townspeople and visitors alike, includes a sec on of trail along 
the sewer treatment plant. This is a wild area where birds, insects, and animals are plen ful. During the 
height of the pandemic, when we were all isola ng from one another, this loop trail helped me keep my 
sanity, as I’m sure it did and s ll does for others. As there is an ongoing mental health crisis in our valley, 
specifically with young people, this direct access to nature and its healing effects cannot be understated. 
A replacement trail in a 5-foot easement buffer alongside a parking lot/and buildings is not the same as 
the exis ng wild and peaceful trail. Some sugges ons to reduce impacts to the environment and 
community: 

a. Is it necessary to develop the northwest parcel that infringes on the walking path? Can this be 
kept as a natural area? 

b. Require the ligh ng around all development to be shielded and downward lit; and have a low 
nigh me se ng a er hours to minimize the impact to wildlife and migra ng species. 

c. Have a noise ordinance that requires industrial ac vity and loud noise to stop by 8 pm.  
d. Permeable and light reflec ng surfaces used in parking areas and paths.  
e. Increase the na ve plant vegeta on buffer between trails and public access areas. 

2. The agreement men ons ecological and floodplain mi ga on. I want to point out how much the 
Mainvue Homes site was built-up on addi onal fill, and if we have the same circumstances at the 
Schaffer property site, we will be facing addi onal flooding in town.  

3. According to the First Street Foundation Risk Factor website, There are 334 properties in Carnation that 
have greater than a 26% chance of being severely affected by flooding over the next 30 years. This 
represents 62% of all properties in Carnation. 

4. In addition to damage to properties, flooding can also cut off access to utilities, emergency services, 
transportation, and may impact the overall economic well-being of an area. Overall, Carnation has 
a major risk of flooding over the next 30 years, which means flooding is likely to impact day-to-day life 
within the community.  

As we allow more development, we really need to make sure there is a forward-thinking floodwater 
storage plan, since our flooding events will con nue to get more extreme. We can’t se le for only 
mee ng current standards, which are set to exis ng condi ons, and not to the ramped-up climate 
emergency we are facing. As community members who live in the historic district, we have a very high 
stake in this game. Our property and well-being are at risk. Thank you. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Victoria Klyce 
425.830.0631 





















































 
C A R N A T I O N  C I T Y  C O U N C I L   
A G E N D A  B I L L  

TITLE:  A DECLARATION OF 
EMERGENCY due to serious concerns 
with safety operations at the Tolt Dam 
Operated by Seattle Public Utilities for the 
City of Seattle, WA. 
 

Agenda Bill No.: AB23-101 
Type of Action: DECLARATION 
Origin: 
(Council/Manager) 

City Manager 

Agenda Bill Author: City Manager 

EXHIBITS: 
• Emergency Declaration 
• Letter to City of Seattle 

Date Submitted: 8/30/23 
For Agenda of: 8/30/23 
Expenditure 
Required: 

0 

Amount Budgeted: 0 
Appropriation 
Required: 

0 

SUMMARY STATEMENT AND DISCUSSION: 
On August 22, 2023, a false alarm of the Tolt Dam Warning system occurred within the City 
of Carnation. On June 19, 2023, a Tolt Dam failure message was texted to cell phones. On 
July 28, 2020, a false alarm occurred creating chaos and panic in the City of Carnation and, 
the emotional state of many members of the community was severely impacted by the event. 
 
The City does not trust the reliability of communication systems given the two incidents this 
year in which residents received cell phone alerts indicating that the Tolt Dam has failed. 
Information about the status of the Dam and the false nature of the alarms has been left to many 
agencies without any coordination. The City desires to declare an emergency in order to take 
such actions as may be necessary to protect the public health and safety including but not limited 
to allocation of funds, streamlining procurement, directing staff to emergency management, 
increasing the authorities of the Mayor and City Manager and other similar actions. 
 RECOMMENDED ACTION:  I move to declare an Emergency in the City of Carnation 
due to serious concerns with safety operations at the Tolt Dam Operated by Seattle Public 
Utilities for the City of Seattle, WA. 
 
LEGISLATIVE HISTORY:        

ACTION TAKEN 
MOTION AS PROPOSED MOTION AS AMENDED 

Motion made by:  Motion made by:  
Second by:  Second by:  

 YES Vote NO Vote  YES Vote NO Vote 
Hawkins   Hawkins   

Ribail   Ribail   
Harris   Harris   

Burrell   Burrell   
Green   Green   

Passed/Failed   Passed/Failed   
Ordinance/Resolution No.:  Ordinance/Resolution No.:  

 



CITY OF CARNATION 
WASHINGTON 

 ________________________________________________________________________ 
 

A DECLARATION OF THE CITY OF CARNATION, 
WASHINGTON, DECLARING AN EMERGENCY DUE TO 
SERIOUS CONCERNS WITH SAFETY OPERATIONS AT 
THE TOLT DAM OPERATED BY SEATTLE PUBLIC 
UTILITIES FOR THE CITY OF SEATTLE, WA. 

 
 
 WHEREAS, on August 22, 2023, a false alarm of the Tolt Dam Warning system occurred 
within the City of Carnation and 
 
 WHEREAS, on June 19, 2023, a Tolt Dam failure message was texted to cell phones and 
 
 WHEREAS, on July 28, 2020, a false alarm occurred creating chaos and panic in the City of 
Carnation; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the emotional state of many members of the community was severely impacted 
by the false alarm event of July 28, 2020; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City does not trust the reliability of communication systems given the two 
incidents this year in which residents received cell phone alerts indicating that the Tolt Dam has failed; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, information about the status of the Dam and the false nature of the alarms has 
been left to many agencies without any coordination; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City desires to declare an emergency in order to take such actions as may be 
necessary to protect the public health and safety including but not limited to allocation of funds, 
streamlining procurement, directing staff to emergency management, increasing the authorities of the 
Mayor and City Manager and other similar actions; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE ________________ OF THE CITY OF CARNATION, 
WASHINGTON, DOES DECLARE AS FOLLOWS: 
 
 Section 1.  There is hereby declared a state of emergency within the city limits of the City of 
Carnation. 
 
 Section 2.  This declaration shall be presented to the City Council, at the earliest convenience 
of the Council, for approval and ratification. 
 
 Section 3. This declaration increases the spending authority of the City Manager to $100,000 
for any contractors, services and goods directly related to the safety actions related to the Tolt Dam. 



 
 Section 4. This declaration allows the City Manager to convene special meetings of the 
Council for the sole purpose of discussing the Tolt Dam and related topics, at any time, as long as 24 
hour notices are provided to the public.  
 
 Section 5. This declaration authorizes the City Manager to communicate, to negotiate, to 
advocate and to allocate funds without prior approval by the Council and it obliges the City Manager 
to report such actions at the next possible meeting of the Council. 
 

Section 6. This declaration authorizes the City Manager to bill SPU for all costs incurred 
by the City in efforts to ensure the safety of the Carnation Community as a result of Tolt Dam and 
warning systems.  
 
 Section 7. This declaration authorizes the City Manager to access all needed resources, 
financial or otherwise, to protect the safety and mental health of the Carnation Community by working 
across sectors with partners. 
 
  
 
 DATED THIS _____ DAY OF _______________, _______ 
 
       CITY OF CARNATION 
 
       ______________________________ 
       Mayor 
 
ATTEST/AUTHENTICATED: 
 
_______________________________________ 
City Clerk 
 



 

DRAFT – DRAFT -DRAFT 

August 30, 2023 

Honorable Mayor Bruce Harrell 
City of Seattle 
Office of the Mayor 
P.O. Box 94749 
Seattle, WA 98124 

 
Dear Honorable Mayor Harrell, 

The City of Carnation respectfully requests your presence at a community forum on September 
28, 2023.  The specific details are included below.  The City of Seattle owns and operates the 
Tolt Reservoir and Dams, located 16 miles upstream from the City of Carnation on the South 
Fork Tolt River. The reservoir stores 57,900 acre-ft of water to supply 30% of the drinking water 
for 1.5 million people in the metropolitan Seattle area. 

The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) regulates the 200-foot-high earth-filled dam 
and conducts annual safety inspections each year in conjunction with SPU’s own dam safety 
engineers. Every five years, an independent consultant firm also performs a comprehensive 
evaluation and inspection on the safety of the dam. These efforts ensure that the dam complies 
with federal dam safety regulations and engineering requirements to maintain safe operating 
conditions and engineering standards. The relicensing process for the Tolt Dam is underway and 
the City of Carnation is an active participant in this process.  

On July 28, 2020, the Tolt Dam alarm system failed at 11:16 a.m. and sent the Carnation 
community into panic, chaos and residents started to evacuate the City.  By 11:17 a.m. SPU had 
determined that the alarm was false, and that the integrity of the dam was intact.  By 11:54 
a.m. SPU turned off alarms.  On August 22, 2023, the Tolt Dam alarm system failed again and 
residents of the eastern part of the town began evacuation protocols.   



The Carnation community is traumatized from these events.  The civic leadership of the City has 
organized a community forum to outline desired changes to the City’s relationship with the City 
of Seattle related to the Tolt Dam.   

We are inviting the Mayor, City Council and City Departments that operate and benefit from 
this dam along with the press, regulatory agencies, Tribal, State, Congressional and Senate 
leadership, Tribal Governments and your municipal water consumers.    

What? Community dialogue with City of Seattle and input for official letter from the City of 
Carnation to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission FERC.  

Why? Concerns about the City of Seattle ability to respect and to safekeep the City of 
Carnation.  FERC relicensing process is taking place currently.  City of Carnation will 
use this forum to draft a letter with concerns, suggestions and official position.   

When?  9.28.2023 at 6:00 p.m. 

Where?  XXXXX 

Audience? Honorable Mayor Bruce Harrell and the Honorable City Council of the City of 
Seattle. 

The Carnation City Council wishes to engage in a deliberate dialogue with the Seattle City 
Council and Mayor.  The public safety and mental health of our community is directly impacted 
by the operations of the Tolt Dam.  We hope that this community forum will be the beginning 
of future dialogue between the legislative bodies.  

Sincerely, 
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