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KALAMAZOO TOWNSHIP BOARD 
            

KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN 
 

RESOLUTION ADOPTING PUBLIC WATER SERVICE FEES 
 

Adopted:_________________________ 
 

Effective:_________________________ 
 
 WHEREAS, Charter Township of Kalamazoo Ordinance No. 552 entitled “Kalamazoo 
Charter Township Public Water Service Ordinance” prescribes, among other things, 
procedures for the securing of private water connections to the public water service within the 
Township and allowing for the charging of costs for the same; and 
 
 WHEREAS Section III C. of Ordinance No.  552 provides for private connections to the 
public water system and requires an owner or occupant that wishes to make a new public 
water system connection to a private property within the Township to pay a “connection fee” in 
an amount to be determined by the Township Board from time to time; and 
 
 WHEREAS the Township Manager has undertaken a cost study of the current public 
water service connection fee charges made under Section III C. of Ordinance No. 552 which 
was presented to the  Township Board at a work session on February 12, 2018; and 
 
 WHEREAS the Township has been notified by the City of Kalamazoo (the water service 
provider) that certain components of the connection charge will increase; and 
 
 WHEREAS the costs of a connection to a particular property can be approximated, but 
not finally accounted until several variables, including the length of line needed for connection, 
environmental circumstances (such as tree roots) and other issues can be determined; and 
 
 WHEREAS it is the opinion of the Township Board at the request of the Township 
Manager that an “escrow fee” shall be charged for water main connections which shall 
henceforth function in the manner of escrow fees for zoning and planning uses.    
 
 NOW THEREFORE BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED that the Township Board hereby 
adopts an “escrow” policy and fee for the costs of new private water service connections made 
pursuant to Section III. B. of Ordinance 552; and 
 
 IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED that an applicant for Private Water Service Connection to 
the public water system serving in Kalamazoo Township pursuant to Section III of Ordinance 
552 shall be charged an initial escrow fee deposit of $2,700.00 from which the actual costs of 
connection to the Township may be deducted as they become known to the Township; and 
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 IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED that once the Township’s costs to implement the private 
water service have been deducted from the escrow fee deposit, the Township shall refund the 
unused escrow fee paid in accordance with Ordinance No. 552; and 
 
 IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED that, in the event that the escrow fee deposit is insufficient 
to cover the actual costs to the township for the implementation of the private water service 
connection to a particular property; the Township shall invoice the property owner for the 
additional amounts required, which invoice if not paid shall become a lien on the property in 
accordance with Section IV. D. of Ordinance No. 552.   
 
 Motion was made by_________________  and seconded by ______, to adopt the 
foregoing Resolution.   
 
 Upon roll call vote the following voted "aye":  
 
     
              
 
 The following voted "nay": 
 
 
     
 
 The Chairman declared the motion carried and the Resolution duly adopted.   
 
 

CERTIFICATE 
 
 I hereby certify that the foregoing constitutes a true and complete copy of a Resolution 
adopted at a regular meeting of the Kalamazoo Township Board held at the Township Hall on 
____________________, 2018 which meeting was preceded by required notices under the 
Michigan Open Meetings Act, being 1976 PA 267; that a quorum of the Board was present and 
voted in favor of said Resolution; and that minutes of said meeting were kept and will be or 
have been made available as required by said Open Meetings Act. 
 
 
                  _______________________                                                       
       Mark E. Miller, Clerk     
      Township of Kalamazoo 
 
 
Attest:  
 
 
_________________________________ 
Donald D. Martin, Supervisor      



CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF KALAMAZOO 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 552 
 

ADOPTED:  APRIL 26, 2010 
     
   EFFECTIVE:    IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING 
      PUBLICATION AFTER ADOPTION 
 
 An Ordinance to regulate and control the construction, installation, extension, service 
connection, and operation of public water mains and public water service within the Charter 
Township of Kalamazoo; to prescribe procedures for securing such public water service and the 
rates and charges for the same and to provide sanctions for the violation of such ordinance 
regulations.  
 
 

THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF KALAMAZOO 
KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

 
ORDAINS: 

 
 

SECTION I 
TITLE 

 
 This Ordinance shall be entitled the “Kalamazoo Charter Township Public Water Service 
Ordinance”. 
 

SECTION II 
EXTENSION OF PUBLIC WATER MAIN SYSTEM 

 
 A. Payment for Water Main Extensions.  Where no public water main or line is 
available for the connection(s) requested by an applicant for connection to the public water main 
system, the applicant shall be required to pay a cash deposit sufficient to satisfy all costs of the 
extension of the existing water main system.  Costs of each project shall be determined by the 
Township Board.  In the alternative, the applicant (with the approval of the Township Board) 
may pay the costs of the extension project, together with interest and administrative costs, by 
installment over a limited number of years through the creation of a special assessment district.  
 
 B. Application.  Any person, firm or corporation desiring a public water main 
extension shall file an application therefor with the Township Clerk, containing the name and 
address of the applicant; a description of the land or premises to be serviced; the nature of the 
use(s) anticipated for the water; the distance, if known, that the property is located from any 
existing public water main; the anticipated number of connections from the property 
contemplated in the foreseeable future; and whether the applicant wishes to pay cash for the 
necessary water main extension or wishes to pay for the extension in installment payments 
through the creation of a special assessment district. 
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 C. Special Assessment District.  In the event an applicant desires to proceed by 
installment payments and sufficient similar interest is disclosed on the application or petition by 
those property owners abutting the proposed water main extension, special assessment 
proceedings may be instituted by the Township Board under Michigan Public Act 188 of 1954, 
as amended, (MCL 41.721 et seq), to accomplish the requested project and, if successful, the 
necessary system will be installed by the Township following the completion of such 
proceedings and the obtaining of the necessary funds therefor. 
 
 D. Cash Payment for Extension.  
 

1. Contract.  In the event an applicant desires to deposit with the Township the total 
cost of the necessary project to furnish the requested water main service, as 
determined by the Township Board, the applicant may do so under a contract with 
the Township, whereby the Township, together with the City of Kalamazoo, will 
supervise and/or construct the installation of the water main in accordance with the 
design standards of the said City and Township.   
 
2. Reimbursement.  Any such contract may provide for reimbursement to the 
applicant of a portion of the project costs from water main connection fees collected  
by the Township from those connecting directly to the water main extension who did 
not contribute to the initial cost thereof and are not the successors in title to any such 
contributor.  Any such reimbursement shall be limited to a period of not to exceed 
fifteen  years following the completion of the project requested and any connections 
made thereafter shall not require any refund to the applicant.  The amount of the 
water main connection fee shall be in the discretion of the Township Board.   
 
3. Refund Limit.  The amount of refund, if any, to an applicant per water main 
connection fee collected by the Township shall be specified in the contract with the 
applicant and shall be based upon a portion of the total project cost, computed on the 
cost per lineal feet of main installed; provided, however, that the total refund shall 
never be greater than the total cost of the project charged to the applicant.   
 
4. Contract Provisions.  Any contract with an applicant shall contain, in addition to 
the foregoing, the following: 

 
(a) A description of the district within which extensions or connections may be 

made to the system, entitling the applicant to a refund of a portion of its 
initial project cost.  

 
(b) A map disclosing the design of the system and the location of the mains, 

valves, fittings and all other accessories thereto which are to be installed. 
 
(c) A description of the area, if any, within which no water main connection 

fees are to be charged by the Township.   
 
(d) The amount and condition of any performance bond which shall be 

required in the event the installation is to be made by anyone other than the 
Township or the City of Kalamazoo, which shall be 150% of the total cost 
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of the installation and shall be conditioned upon the completion of the 
installation in a proper and workmanlike manner in accordance with the 
plans and specifications of the Township and City and the furnishing of 
satisfactory evidence of the fact the project is free of present and future 
liens of contractors, sub-contractors and materialmen.    

 
(e) The amount and condition of any public liability insurance which shall be 

required to insure the Township, the City, and the County of Kalamazoo in 
the event the installation is to be made by anyone other than the Township 
or the City of Kalamazoo, which shall be not less than $1,000,000. 

 
(f) The amount, if any, to be paid the Township for administrative, legal and 

engineering costs or for the value of the availability of the water service to 
which the property of the applicant is to be connected.   

 
SECTION III 

CONNECTIONS TO THE PUBLIC WATER MAIN; 
PRIVATE WATER SERVICE CONNECTIONS 

 
 A. Public Water Main Connection. 
 

1. Owners or occupants desiring to connect any premises to a public water main for 
public water services shall apply for the same on a form approved by the Township 
Board and pay a water main connection fee, the amount of such water main 
connection fee to be determined by the Township Board from time to time.  The term 
“water main connection fee” as used in this Ordinance pertains to a charge for the 
privilege of connecting to the water main and the cost of providing such utility in the 
right-of-way and does not pertain to the construction cost of such private water 
service connection.  The water main connection fee as set forth herein shall be due 
and payable in cash upon application for connection to the public water system; 
provided, however, that pursuant to resolution of the Township Board, said fee may 
be payable in installments plus accrued interest to be paid annually on the unpaid 
balance.  The terms of payment, amount of initial down payment, rate of interest and 
other characteristics of installment payment plans shall be determined from time to 
time by resolution of the Township Board.  All installment agreements shall be in 
writing.  The Township Board may, based upon cost of funds and financing 
arrangements/commitments, determine that allowing installment payments for a 
given period of time may negatively impact the ability of the Township to meet its 
short-term obligations, and therefore, the Township Board may deny the use of 
installment plans for a given period of time.   
 
2. The amount of the water main connection fee shall be in the discretion of the 
Township Board but shall approximate the amount a property owner would have paid 
had his or her property been included in a water special assessment district created 
for the purpose of financing the project.  Such charges may be changed from time to 
time by resolution of the Township Board to reflect changes in construction costs and 
to maintain a fairly uniform charge between different current projects and special 
assessment districts. 
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3. No connection to the water main shall be allowed until the water main connection 
fee has been paid to the Township in such an amount as is determined by the 
Township Board (or until an installment agreement for the payment of such fee has 
been entered into) and the water main connection has been fully inspected and 
approved by the Township and/or the City of Kalamazoo in compliance with the 
ordinances administered by the City and Township.   

 
 B. Private Water Service Connection 
 

1. Owners or occupants desiring a private water service connection shall apply for 
the same on a form approved by the Township Board and pay a private water service 
connection fee, the amount of such private water service connection fee to be 
determined by the Township Board from time to time.  The term “private water 
service connection fee” as used in this Ordinance pertains to a charge for extending 
the water service connection to the property line of the owner(s) or occupant(s) in 
accordance with City of Kalamazoo and Township standards. 
  
2. Water service connection in the right-of-way shall be installed under the direction 
and control of the Township or its designated representative at the request of the 
property owner or his or her duly-authorized representative.  The Township reserves 
the right to install any private water service connection or to sub-contract the same to 
any approved private licensed contractor selected by resolution of the Township 
Board.  Any applicable inspection service fee shall be paid by the applicant.     
 
3. No private water connection shall be allowed until the private water service 
connection  fee has been paid to the Township.  The Township shall establish unit 
charges for the various classes for such private water service connection from time to 
time.  These charges shall be predicated upon the Township’s cost experience for the 
various classes of construction and projected changes in the cost of labor and 
materials and shall be a weighed cost average for each class of private water 
connection. 
 
4. All private water service connections to the required water meter shall be not less 
than 1 ¼ inches in size and shall be installed by the City of Kalamazoo, the 
Township or a licensed contractor selected by resolution of the Township Board upon 
payment of a private water service connection fee established by resolution of the 
Township Board.   

 
SECTION IV 

GENERAL REGULATIONS 
 

 A. No Free Service.  No free public water service shall be allowed, and all those 
properties connected to a public water system shall be subject to the payment of such water fees, 
rates and charges as shall be determined by the Township Board.   
 
 B. Termination of Service.  The Township shall have the right to terminate any 
water service to any premises within the Township when any delinquency exists with respect to 
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any water payments due under this Ordinance or otherwise, or where any premises does not 
comply with the plumbing code administered by the Township and the City of Kalamazoo and 
with any and all restrictions and limitations on the use of the particular water service imposed by 
the Township Board, the contract between the Township and the City of Kalamazoo, the contract 
between the Township and any applicant, or otherwise.   
 
 C. Service Deposit.  The Township or its authorized agent shall have the right to 
require an initial deposit from any owner or tenant who applies for water service, as security for 
the payment of the rates and charges for such service, and to apply the same against such rates 
and charges if and when it deems it advisable.  Such deposit or portion thereof not applied as 
aforesaid shall be refunded to the depositor upon the voluntary termination of service by the 
depositor and its subsequent application for such refund, provided no delinquency then exists.   
 
 D. Lien Rights.  The charges for water service which become due and payable 
pursuant to this Ordinance, or otherwise, are hereby recognized to constitute a lien on the 
premises receiving such service.  Whenever any such charge against any property shall be 
delinquent for six months, the Township Treasurer may certify to the tax assessing officer of the 
Township the fact of such delinquency, where upon such charge shall be entered upon the next 
tax roll as a charge against such premises and shall be collected and the lien thereof enforced in 
the same manner as general Township taxes against such premises are collected and the lien 
thereof enforced.  Nothing in this Section, however, shall be deemed to prevent the Township 
from suing in a court of law to collect the amounts due for water services or to pursue any other 
remedy which the Township may have.  In addition to the other remedies provided for in this 
Section, the Township shall have the right to shut off and discontinue the supply of water to any 
premises for the non-payment of service charges when due.   
 
 E. Turn-on.  No person other than an authorized employee of the Township or the 
Township’s designated representative or the City of Kalamazoo shall turn on or off any water 
service to any public or private premises at the curb box connection of said premises to the water 
main.   
 
 F. Water Meters.  All premises connected to a public water system shall be 
equipped with a public water meter such that all water entering the premises shall pass through 
such meter and be measured as to volume consumed for periodic computation of water charges.   
 

1. Meters shall be located in an accessible space provided by the property owner at 
the point where the service connection enters the structure and shall not be in a crawl 
space or a locked storage room.  Where it is impractical to place the meter elsewhere, 
the owner shall provide a meter pit on private property adjacent to the public 
right-of-way.   
 
2. Meter sizes shall be prescribed by the Township and City of Kalamazoo.  Meter 
sizes shall be changed when it appears that a meter of the wrong size is in use, except 
that changes shall not be made for seasonal variations. 

 
 G. Surplus Funds.  Any surplus funds collected from water service or from capital 
improvements or extensions thereto shall be deposited into a water improvement revolving fund 
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of the Township for use in further extending, improving, repairing, relocating and/or financing 
the public water system of the Township. 
 
 H.   Cross-connections.  No cross-connections between any private water system and 
the Township water system shall be allowed and no plumbing shall, at any time, be connected to 
the public system, which is in any manner connected or part of any private system. 
 
 I. Right-of-Way Connections.  For all water main extensions hereafter 
commenced, one (2 for a two-family residence) private water service connection not less than 1 
¼ inch in size shall be installed under the abutting right-of-way to each single-family or two-
family residential lot or building site fronting on the nearside and opposite side of such right-of-
way and terminating in the right-of-way, not more than seven feet from the property line. 
 
 J. Use of Fire Hydrants.  No fire hydrant shall be used for any purpose other than 
fire protection without the prior approval of the Township and City of Kalamazoo.  
 
 K.   Plans and Permits.  No public water construction shall be commenced until all 
plans and specifications therefor have been submitted to and approved by the Township and the 
City of Kalamazoo and all required state, county and municipal permits have been obtained.   
 
 L.   Service of More Than One Premises by Same Meter.  Not more than one 
residence or commercial/industrial facility shall be served by one meter, provided that the regular 
water main is laid past any such premises or is easily accessible to such premises.  When a main 
is installed on the street past any premises previously served by a meter also measuring water to 
another premises, the connection previously installed shall be removed and the premises 
connected to the main in the regular way. 
 
 M.  Bypassing Meter Prohibited; Exception.  It shall be unlawful for any person to 
open any valve or make any connection which will make possible the use of water which has not 
passed through a meter properly installed and recorded on the records of the Township, except 
that, in special cases where it is impractical to meter the water and where the amount used can be 
accurately estimated and where proper arrangements are made for the payment of water so used, 
the Township and City of Kalamazoo may grant temporary permission in writing for such use of 
water without a meter. 
 
 N. Unlawful Tapping, Removing, Installing, Etc. of Mains, Pipes, Meters, Etc.  It 
shall be unlawful for any person, except employees of the City of Kalamazoo or the Township’s 
designated agent acting in their official capacity, to tap, change, remove, disconnect, repair, 
install, break a seal, turn on or in any way molest any water mains, branch pipes, services, 
meters, valves, fittings or other appurtenances of the water distribution system. 
 
 O. Preliminary Deposit.  All applications for public water service other than by 
petition for a special assessment district, requiring preliminary engineering analysis, review and 
plans, shall be accompanied by a cash deposit with the Township in such amount as shall be 
determined by the Township Board to be sufficient to cover the foregoing engineering work 
necessary to develop preliminary cost estimates for the proposed project.   
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 P. Printed Regulations.  The Township Board may adopt and prepare for 
distribution to interested parties, separate rules and regulations governing the details of 
application, service connections, extensions, financing of improvements, and rates and charges 
for public water service and shall have the authority to modify, enlarge and amend the same from 
time to time to meet changing conditions and circumstances and to promote the health, safety, 
and general welfare of the Township. 
 
 Q. Utility Board.  The Township Board shall act as a water utility board for the 
Township until such time as it wishes to delegate such duties and position to a separate appointed 
board or commission, with authority in either to decide all questions which might arise in the 
interpretation, enforcement and application of the within Ordinance and to grant variances from 
the requirements thereof where, in its opinion, the health, safety and general welfare of the 
Township would not be thereby impaired and the spirit and purposes of the within Ordinance 
would continue to be served. 
 

SECTION V 
SANCTIONS 

 
 Any violation of the provisions of this Ordinance shall constitute a municipal civil 
infraction as defined by Michigan statute and shall be punishable by a civil fine of not more than 
$500 along with costs which may include all expenses, direct and indirect, to which the 
Township has been put in connection with the municipal civil infraction.  In no case, however, 
shall costs of less than $9 nor more than $500 be ordered.  A violator of this Ordinance shall also 
be subject to such additional sanctions and judicial orders as are authorized under Michigan law.  
Each day that a violation of this Ordinance continues to exist shall constitute a separate violation 
of this Ordinance.  The foregoing sanctions shall be in addition to the right of termination of 
public water service to a violator and the right to obtain injunctive relief in a court of law. 
 

SECTION VI 
REPEAL 

 
 All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed. 
 

SECTION VII 
EFFECTIVE DATE 

 
 This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon publication after adoption.   
 
 
        
       Donald Z Thall, Clerk 
       Charter Township of Kalamazoo 
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