
City Manager’s Update 

Brian Dossey, City Manager 

I’d like to start my article this month by thanking the Colma community for managing through the Covid-19 
pandemic, wearing your mask and continuing to practice social distancing. Our hard work is beginning to pay 
off.  Just last week, San Mateo County was able to move from the Governor’s road map to economic recovery 
Purple “widespread” category to Red “substantial.”  This is good news because it allows for additional businesses 
to open and provide goods and services to the community, and also allows for more people to start working 
again.  For a detailed look at what business segments will be permitted to operate while in this new category, 
please visit https://covid19.ca.gov/safer-economy/.  Please keep up the great work, I know together we will all get 

through this crazy year. 

Now, continuing along the thread of keeping our community safe, Halloween is right around the corner and Colma 
is one of the Bay Area’s most popular destinations for Trick-O-Treating.  This year, however, we are 
recommending that the community refrain from passing out candy to Trick-O-Treaters throughout the 
neighborhoods.  We ask that you keep your porch lights off and ignore the “knocks” or “ringing of your doorbell” at 
your front door.  The Town plans to put up signage throughout the neighborhood allowing for local-vehicle traffic 
only on October 31 – Halloween.  I know this has been a very difficult year, but we as a Town want to make sure 

we do everything possible to keep our community safe during this pandemic and slow the spread of Covid-19. 

However, we do have some good news; we are going to host a drive-thru Trick-o-Treating event on Halloween 
(October 31) evening at the Colma Community Center from 6:30pm-7:30pm.  The event will be hosted by the 
Colma Police Department, Recreation Services Department and the Colma Fire Protection District.  Residents 
can trick or treat from the comfort of their cars and youth 14 and under can receive candy and other ghostly 
goodies. Please see the flyer inserted for all the details.  Please keep in mind this event is for Colma residents 
only (youth 14 and under and registration is required through the Recreation Service Department at 650-985-

5678. 

 

Colma Police Department Update 
Sherwin Lum, Police Commander 

After hosting two study sessions on the Colma Police Department’s Use of Force Policies, I would like to share 
the recent changes the Colma Police Department has made to its policy manual as a result of the “8 Can’t Wait” 
campaign.  Immediately following the death of George Floyd there was a call for greater police accountability, a 

restriction on certain tactics and control holds, and oversight of the police profession.  

On June 8 and September 9, 2020, the City Council held study sessions in an effort to address the Colma Police 
Department’s policy manual in relation to the “8 Can’t Wait” campaign.  Based on those study sessions, the 
Department has made changes to the Use of Force policies, which is posted on the Town website for everyone to 

view. https://www.colma.ca.gov/colma-pds-8-cant-wait-policies-2/ 

It is important to understand that we, at the Colma Police Department, take our job very seriously and strive to 
deliver the finest service without regard to race, gender or social status to anyone. We treat others with dignity, 
respect, sensitivity, compassion and empathy, while we protect the lives, property and rights of our residents and 
businesses.  We are committed to our community, we hold ourselves and each other accountable for our actions; 
and while doing our work, we strive to uphold only the highest moral and ethical standards. Long before the 
recent cry for social justice, our officers and staff have received training in implicit biased based policing and over 
90% of our staff (soon to be 100%) have been trained in de-escalation tactics.  This includes a 40-hour course in 
Crisis Intervention Training, which is related to de-escalation tactics during stressful and dangerous encounters 

with people. 

Lastly, the Colma Police Department understands the desire to reform police tactics and policies, so they meet 
the community’s needs and expectations.  We strive to balance those desires and changes with our primary role 
of providing for the safety of our residents, businesses, and those who visit our community on a daily basis.  To 
provide the best service possible, the Department constantly re-evaluates our systems and makes the necessary 
changes to be leaders in the law enforcement profession and the most progressive Police Department for our 

community. 

If you have any question or concerns over the Colma Police Department’s Use of Force policies, please do not 

hesitate to reach out to me at slum@colma.ca.gov or 650-997-8336. 

MESSAGE BOARD 
 

CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS 
Regular Meeting 

Town Hall, 7:00 pm 
Wednesday, October 14, 2020 
Wednesday, October 28, 2020  

 

California Gov. Gavin Newsom issued 
numerous emergency Executive Orders to 
further the State's efforts to control the spread of 
the COVID-19 coronavirus and reduce the risk 
of infection. In addition to other measures, one 
Executive Order has allowed Brown Act 
modifications which enables local government 
agencies to hold meetings completely 
telephonically or electronically.  

 
Please be aware City Council meetings may be 
cancelled, rescheduled or conducted via 
teleconference. Town Hall is closed to the public 
indefinitely but you may access City Council 
agendas online and remotely join or participate 
during the City Council meetings. For more 
information please go to www.colma.ca.gov or 
call 650-997-8300. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
WELCOME PACKETS 

If you have recently moved into the Town, and 
have not received a Welcome Packet with 
information about Colma and the benefits of 
residency, please pick up a packet at Town Hall 
during normal business hours or call  
650-997-8300. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
COLMA IDs 

In order to participate in Colma events and 
programs, you must have a current Colma ID 
card.  Please renew your Colma ID, at the 
Colma Community Center, if it has expired.  A 
list of acceptable proofs of identification is 
available at the Colma Community Center and 
Town Hall.  Please note that if you are a new 
resident and have resided in Colma for at least 
30 days, you are eligible to receive a Colma ID. 
If you have any questions or need additional 
information, please contact the Community 
Center at 650-985-5678. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --  
 

Follow Us! 
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Honor Roll Students Recognized 
  
Congratulations to the13 Colma honor roll students for their hard work in 
the 2019-20 school year. The City Council presented the students with gifts 
and a certificate in honor of their academic achievements at the September 
9 meeting.  
 

 Kalayaan Basto 

 Aidan Gonzalez 

 Elaina Gonzalez 

 Sean Goodwin 

 Joseph Gotelli 

 Giovanny Lozano 

 Rhein Cecilia Lumongsod 

 Keezan Paguio 

 Nicolas Jacob Perreras 

 Daniel Ramirez 

 Isaiah Reyes 

 Delaney Romero 

 Sarah Walsh 

Honoring Veterans 
 

November 11 is Veteran’s Day where many courageous men and wom-
en will be remembered, honored and celebrated for serving our country. 
The Town of Colma would like to invite any new residents to the Town of 
Colma who have served in our armed forces, and would like to be add-
ed to the Town’s Veteran’s recognition plaque, to please contact Interim 
Recreation Manager Angelika Abellana at 650-985-5678 
or aabellanna@colma.ca.gov by October 20th so we can recognize you 
for your service to our country on Tuesday, November 10, 2020 at 11:11 
am at Veteran’s Village, 1680 Mission Road.   

Halloween House Decorating Contest 

Colma residents, show your spirit and participate in the Town’s annual Halloween House decorating contest! Winners will be selected from Sterling Park, 
Villa Hoffman and Verano/Mission Road neighborhoods. Judging occurs between October 26—30, 2020, so make sure you have all your decorations up 
by the 25th of October. All participating residents with the most festive & scariest looking homes will be recognized at the November 12, 2020 City Council 

meeting. 

https://covid19.ca.gov/safer-economy/
https://www.colma.ca.gov/colma-pds-8-cant-wait-policies-2/
mailto:slum@colma.ca.gov
http://www.colma.ca.gov
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The Colma Community Center and Sterling Park are closed to the 
public indefinitely. Additionally, all Recreation programs and 
facility rentals are canceled through October 31, 2020. For 
information please call 650-985-5678. 
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Elected Officials                
Mayor       John Irish Goodwin            650-997-8316 
Vice Mayor      Diana Colvin                     650-997-8315 
Council Member    Helen Fisicaro                     650-997-8304 
Council Member    Raquel “Rae” Gonzalez      650-997-8305 
Council Member    Joanne F. del Rosario        650-997-8347 
 
Town Hall                            650-997-8300 
City Manager      Brian Dossey          650-997-8318 
Admin. Services Director Pak Lin                              650-997-8309 
City Clerk                         Caitlin Corley                     650-997-8311 
City Attorney      Chris Diaz                     650-997-8300 
 
Police Non-Emergency             650-997-8321 
Interim Police Chief      Bob Lotti                     650-997-8344 
TIP Line                 650-997-8337 
 
Public Works/Engineering/Planning/Building  650-757-8888 
Public Works Director   Brad Donohue 
City Planner     Michael Laughlin 
City Engineer     Cyrus Kianpour 
     
Report tree limbs, downed wires, flooded areas,  650-757-8888 
sewer emergencies etc.       
During non-business hours, call police non-emergency number:    
                                                                                  650-997-8321 
Building Permits         650-757-8888 
 
Colma Community Center       650-985-5678 
Interim Recreation Manager  Angelika Abellana        650-985-5682 
 
Sterling Park Recreation Center           650-991-3213 
Recreation Coordinator    Dinora Navarro   650-985-5681 
 
Colma Historical Association       650-757-1676 
Creekside Villas Senior Housing      650-755-0610 
Colma-Daly City Chamber of Commerce         650-755-3900 
Comcast Bulk Services                                        1-855-307-4896 

A Message from Colma Recreation Services Department 

As fall approaches, we are all eager to enjoy some traditional seasonal 
activities. Our Fall 2020 Recreation Guide includes some fun fall favorites 
like our Pumpkin Carving Party.  This year the pumpkin carving will be 
done at home, and will include a fun contest. For more information please 
see Recreation Guide on our Town website at https://www.colma.ca.gov/
departments/parks-recreation/. 
 
We are partnering with our Colma Police Department, Colma Fire Depart-
ment and Public Works to bring the Colma Community a Halloween  
Drive-Thru Trick or Treat Event at the Colma Community Center.   
Registration is required through the Colma Recreation Department.—
(650) 985-5678  
   
Over the past month we have been reviewing the State and San Mateo 
County guidelines to bring in-person programming back. Taking  
everything into consideration we have made the decision to postpone  
in-person Kids Club to November.  We will continue to monitor the state of 
the pandemic and continue to give updates on Facebook, Instagram and 
through our bi-weekly E-Blasts.  
 
At this time, it is still not safe to open the park for use of the gym  
equipment, playground, picnic facilities, and basketball court. For more 
ideas and fun at home, check out our Virtual Recreation site https://
www.colma.ca.gov/colmavr/. Please watch special program  
announcements via our social media sites, Town website and e-mail 
blasts through Active.net. 
  
We miss you all, and we cannot wait to see you soon. 
Follow us on social media:  
@colmarecreationservices on Instagram 
https://www.facebook.com/colmarecreation/  
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