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MINUTES 
 
Margaret Zilinsky called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  Planning Board members Kristine 
Cheetham, William Prentiss, James Sears and Aaron Henry were present.  Planning and Human 
Services Director Karen Nelson was also present. 

 
CONTINUED PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

18-22 Cherry Hill Drive.  Request for a Major Modification to an approved Site Plan pursuant 
to Section 4 of the Zoning Bylaw submitted by Abiomed Inc. for property at 18-22 Cherry Hill 
Drive, pursuant to Section 4 of the Zoning Bylaw.  Said property is located in the Industrial-II 
Zone District.  The applicant proposes the following modifications:  expansion of the existing 
parking lot by approximately 62 spaces at various locations throughout the site; construction of 
pedestrian connections into the neighboring property, 24 Cherry Hill Drive, via two new 
footbridges; construction of an interior mezzanine level adding up to 12,000 square feet of new 
interior floor area to the existing building for research and development space which will require 
raising a portion of the building roof line by approximately twelve (12) feet.  There will be 
additional landscape, drainage and utility improvements associated with these modifications.  
(Assessor’s Map 29, Lot 4) (SPA action date:  June 2, 2017) 
 
Antonio Moura, from Stantec Consulting Services, Inc., appeared before the Board on behalf of 
his client, Abiomed, Inc.  He told the Board that the Town Engineer, Stephen King, issued 
comments for the project.  He had a comment regarding the Stormwater Report which they 
addressed, and King indicated his satisfaction. 
 
King’s additional comment was asking for final design calculations for the pedestrian bridges as 
well as final designs and calculations for the abutments that will support the bridge.  Moura told 
the Board that they were waiting to find out if the design would be approved by the Planning 
Board.  They are in the process designing the abutments, and they will have a design from the 
manufacturer along with the calculations.  Moura suggested that the Board approve the project 
with a condition that the bridge construction cannot begin until the Town Engineer has reviewed 
and approved the design for the abutment.  He suggested that they not be able to get a building 
permit until this is approved by the Engineer. 
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Henry asked if this would actually be regulated by the Conservation Commission.  Moura told 
Henry that they have already appeared before the Conservation Commission.  They were going 
to have a site visit with the Conservation Commission tomorrow.   
 
Henry said in theory they may have to come back before the Planning Board if the Conservation 
Commission wants changes to the plan.  Moura said that the Conservation Commission seemed 
hesitant to approve the plan until Planning Board approval was received.  Moura felt that if 
changes were needed, they would be minor. 
 
Sears and Prentiss were amenable with taking a condition regarding the pedestrian bridge. 

MOTION:  Prentiss moved to close the public hearing for the Major 
Modification to Site Plan relative to 18-22 Cherry Hill Drive.  Henry seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed by unanimous vote. 

MOTION:  Henry read the Certificate of Action and moved to approve the Major 
Modification to Site Plan relative to 18-22 Cherry Hill Drive.  Prentiss seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed by unanimous vote.  

 
Locust Street Definitive Subdivision (309 & 390R Locust Street).  Request for Definitive 
Subdivision Plan Approval submitted by DUC Residential, LLC for property located in the R-III 
Zoning District.  The applicant proposes to develop a seven-lot single family residential 
subdivision.  The existing single-family homes at 309 and 309R will be demolished. (Assessor’s 
Map 15, Lots 49 and 52)  (Definitive Subdivision action date:  August 3, 2017) (Continued 
without discussion at the request of the applicant to May 23, 2017) 
Locust Street 
 

MOTION:  Prentiss moved to continue the application for the Definitive 
Subdivision at 309 & 309R Locus Street without discussion to May 23, 2017.  
Sears seconded the motion.  The motion passed by unanimous vote. 

 
 MINUTES 
 
April 25, 2017 
 

MOTION:  Sears moved to approve the minutes of April 25, 2017.  Prentiss 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed by unanimous vote. 

 
May 1, 2017 
 

MOTION:  Sears moved to approve the minutes of April 25, 2017.  Prentiss 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed by unanimous vote. 
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BRIEFING 
 
Planning staff and chair will update the Board on various items of interest. 
 
Nelson asked the Board to look at their vacation schedules and let her know dates that they may 
not be available during the upcoming weeks of the summer.  Sears suggested having one meeting 
in August. 
 
Zilinsky felt it was important to start the discussion about the Maple Street initiative at the 
meeting on May 23rd.   
 
Nelson indicated that the traffic study would likely be completed from BETA by the end of the 
week. 
 
Zilinsky asked the Board to review all the Maple Street Industrial-1 study material by May 23rd.  
She wants them to look at the final product to be sure that everything had been addressed.  They 
will have a discussion regarding the procedure going forward. 
 
Prentiss questioned if everything went through with the recreational marijuana, could the two 
items be piggy-backed off each other.  Nelson said that could be a possibility. 
 

MOTION:  Prentiss moved to recess the meeting until 7:30 p.m.  Sears seconded 
the motion.  The motion passed by unanimous vote. 

 
ZONING INITIATIVES 
 

High Street I-1 District Community Visioning Public Workshop.  Presentation by staff from 
the Metropolitan Area Planning Council (MAPC) regarding the zoning, land use and design 
standards to be considered in the area along the High Street corridor. 
 

Zilinsky called the meeting back to order at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Zilinsky stated that the Planning Board has been actively studying the Industrial-1 areas in the 
downtown and is now reviewing the High Street Industrial-1 zoning supported by grant funds 
from MAPC.  After introducing members of the Planning Board, Zilinsky shared the board’s 
desire to be have a public process by including the area businesses and residents.   
 
Karen Nelson, the Director of the Department of Planning and Human Services, said that they 
were looking to address the concerns of this area with participation as we have similarly done 
with Maple Street study.  She said that some of the people here joined in on a walk of the area in 
November 2016.  The Planning Board and consultant are looking to have people directly 
involved throughout the planning process. Joining them this evening were members of the 
Metropolitan Area Planning Council (MAPC):  Sam Cleaves, Josh Fiala and Chris Kuschel from  
MAPC is the team working with the Town of Danvers in this district.   
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Cleaves highlighted previous studies/reports completed in the area.  He further described the 
roles of downtowns in the region.  They are looking at more diverse types of housing.  There are 
baby-boomers, young and older people looking to live in downtowns.  Households are shrinking.  
Every town is looking at opportunities to blend/integrate commercial and residential in the same 
area.  He described the study area boundary.  There are 37 + acres, 45 + parcels.  
 
He emphasized that they are looking forward to public involvement to define the future vision 
for this area. It is important to listen to their opinion and ideas of what is succesfult in the High 
Street corridor and what are the things they would like to change or improve upon.  On the walk 
and individual interviews residents and business owners have previously provided some 
comments.  Often mentioned is traffic along the corridor and the numerous curb cuts. 
 
Bill Moore, from Moore GMC.  Moore said that he is concerned with traffic. 
 
Anna Bertini,  196 Old Burley Street.  Bertini is concerned with parking in the district. 
 
Donna Collins, 18 Ray Street.  Collins said he was concerned with adding difficulties to walking 
High Street.  It needs beautification.  He felt this area was an introduction to the Town. 
 
Dave Malloy, 46 Central Avenue.  Malloy said that he cuts through the Plains Park 
neighborhood.  He felt they need to support businesses in this area. 
 
James Sears, Planning Board Member & Town Meeting Member.  Sears is concerned with the 
density and height.  He felt they should be careful not to go too high. 
 
Tony Bettencourt, 15 Thorpe Circle.  He asked about the possibility of a train being brought back 
to this area.   
 
Aaron Henry, Planning Board.  Henry felt this area could be a big positive going into the future 
as a way to redevelop the downtown.  There is an opportunity to direct the change and complete 
the downtown feel to Route 128. 
 
Tony Bettencourt.  Bettencourt felt the traffic is very congested. 
 
Kristine Cheetham, Planning Board Member and Town Meeting Member.  The businesses 
support the needs of the community.  Need to keep the strength of the area that provides for what 
people are looking for. 
 
Dave Malloy.  Malloy felt it was a great opportunity to give people a welcome into the Town.   
 
Kathy Cimans, Town of Danvers Parking Officer.  Cimans said that she walked this area all day 
and felt that the corridor could be great.  She would like more residential homes in this area.  
People could walk down High Street to the port to be near the water.  She felt they were 
underutilizing that part of Town. 
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Aaron Henry.  Henry pointed to the Rail Trail behind this area and felt this should be extended. 
 
Dave Malloy.  Malloy asked how far he felt the Rail Trail should be extended. 
 
Aaron Henry.  Henry felt that it should be extended to the port. 
 
Bill Bates, 14 Lobao Drive.  Bates suggested having benches along High Street. 
 
 Fiala said they will take note of all these suggestions and give their perspective.  He said that the 
demographics show that this area is projected to grow 7% in the next few decades.  Households 
will also grow.  He described the study area as being in the Industrial-1 zone.  They want to 
define what the community wants in the future.  There is a lot of parking and paved services.  He 
went over the current land use and building types.  They looked at the current property utilization 
and street types.   
 
Fiala went over challenges and opportunities in the area.  One of the challenges is the limited 
crossings on High Street.  Parking is dominant and a visual constant.  There are limited street 
trees and lighting.  There are large and frequent curb cuts.  Signage is an issue.  There are limited 
connecting roads and blocks.  He felt there are ways to share parking across property lines.  He 
felt that there could be issues with the riverfront setback along with property depth issues.  There 
are no bike lanes and no place to lock a bike.  There is the opportunity to plant trees, reduce curb 
cuts and add bicycle infrastructure.  They should look at new development on vacant land.  The 
Rail Trail is a strong asset for the district. 
 
The audience broke into small groups for small group discussions. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

MOTION:   Prentiss moved to adjourn.  Henry seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed by unanimous vote. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 9:40 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted:  Francine T. Butler 

 
The Planning Board approved these minutes on May 23, 2017. 

 
 
 
 


