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Danvers River Committee 
Thursday, June 8, 2017 

Meeting Minutes 

 

The Danvers River Committee held a public meeting on Thursday, June 8, 2017 Town 

Manager’s Meeting Room, Danvers Town Hall, at 6:01pm. 

 

Member(s) present:  Aileen L’Abbe, Chairwoman 

   Bill Fouhey 

Joan George 

Bob Moore 

Louie George 

Matthew Byrne 

Gardner Trask, Selectman Liaison 

    

Member(s) absent: Dan DeLorenzo  

    

    

Staff Present:   Christopher Sanborn, Harbormaster 

   Carolann Powers, Secretary 

   

Media Present:  None 

 

Aileen L’Abbe called the meeting to order at 6 pm. 

 

Secretary’s Report:  
 

The committee was asked to accept the minutes of the April 20, 2017 meeting. 

 

Motion: Made by Bill Fouhey, seconded by Bob Moore to accept the amended minutes 

of the April 20, 2017 meeting; All in favor 6:0.  

 

Harbormaster’s Report:  

 

Chris deferred his updates to the Old Business section of the agenda/meeting as the 

majority of his updates are to be considered old business. 

 

Old Business: 

 

Chris informed the committee that the Waters River Bridge is still in the finishing stage.  

The contractor is finalizing the aesthetic touches such as ornamental street lighting and 

applying a final coat of asphalt.  

 

Matt Byrne asked if town has any plans to mill the street just past the area of the project 

where the street has been dug up for gas lines etc.… Chris said he was not aware of any 

such plans and stated that would be a question for DPW.  
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Aileen asked if a new “Welcome to Danvers” sign would be installed near the Waters St. 

Bridge at the town line.  Chris said there has always been a “Welcome to Danvers” sign 

at that location and believes it is still there but said he will check to be sure it is still there 

and is in good condition. 

 

Waterways permits have been received at a good rate; we are at 550 permits currently 

issued which is great for this time of year.  At the end of this month the Harbormaster’s 

office will perform compliance checks and issue warnings to those who do not yet have 

their permit/sticker, allotting them 2 weeks to acquire their waterways permit, if they do 

not comply they will be fined $30 as a first offense, a second offense would result in a 

$50 fine, a third offense is $100 fine then subsequent offense are $250 each possibly 

resulting in a court case.  Chris said his office does their due diligence in informing 

boater of their responsibility in paying their annual waterways fees. 

 

Joan George asked about usage of life jackets in Danvers in general.  Chris said life 

jacket usage amongst boaters on Danvers waters is not as good as it should be.  His office 

leads by example by always wearing them while on the water.  The Harbormaster’s 

Office does issue warnings and fines for life jackets laws and the Town continues to offer 

the life jacket loaner program. 

 

Bill Fouhey asked if there has been any reaction the increase in fees this season at the 

Crane River Marina; he also inquired about the current capacity of the Crane River 

Marina and status of moorings in the river.  Chris Sanborn said to date his department has 

received no complaints about increase in fees. He noted the Crane River Marina is now 

full and stated that moorings have had some turnover this season. 

 

Chris Sanborn has no additional information regarding the Mass Bay Railroad Bridge.  

As far as he knows there will be minimal impact on boaters this season.  The area will 

remain passable but there will be lane closures requiring boaters to travel both ways in 

one lane at times. 

 

Chris noted the Marine 25’ patrol boat repairs; he told the committee that boat is in 

significant need of repairs as it is a 1987 diesel engine. He noted it required $8500 in 

repairs to the bellows over winter and an additional $1100 to the exhaust system and in 

addition the boat needed rudder repairs. The approximate total of the repairs is $15k 

which was moved from an earmarked fund for dock replacement to fund these repairs. 

Chris said the hope is that the town receive grant reimbursement for the pump out boat 

engine to supplement the cost of dock repairs.  Chris Sanborn has emailed Karen Nelson 

and Dave Mountain and asked that they out to Steve Bartha for his blessing in exploring 

options for grants through the state to eventually replace the 25’ boat.  To cost to replace 

the 25’ foot boat with a similar boat would be in the range of $150,000 to $225,000. 

 

Louie G. asked about the condition of the hull on the 25’ patrol boat.  Chris S. said the 

hull is in good condition, he noted it is an aluminum hull which is practical.  Louie also 

asked about the condition of its engine.  Chis said the engine itself is 12 years old and is 

in okay condition.  Matt Byrne said perhaps a trade in on this boat would be of decent 



 3 

value.  Chris S. said unfortunately most boat builders won’t typically accept a trade, but 

the town could perhaps investigate putting it out for bid/sale through town’s purchasing 

office, however Chris noted that in the past this process has fetched much less than 

book/market value. Matt Byrne suggested also researching the possibility or going thru 

an open public auction. 

 

It was noted that Town Meeting approved the capital request to replace the marine 19’ 

patrol boat & the pump out boat; in addition town meeting approved $65,300 to cover the 

engineering and design phase as well as the permitting cost for Crane River Marina shore 

line bank stabilization project. Also, $20k was approved to be used from the slip fee 

account to be earmarked to the dredging account. The hope is to begin dredging in 

approximately seven years. This dredging project will cost significantly more money than 

the previous project as it includes a larger area and is not just a maintenance dredge. 

 

Chris informed the committee that the grant packet for next year included an additional 

$12K for the pumpout boat which is significant and will help to buy a replacement engine 

for the boat. 

 

New Business: 

 

Chris told the committee that this Saturday 6/10th the Danversport Yacht Club will be 

hosting a paddle board event. The Harbormaster’s office will play a security role in the 

event.   

 

Aileen L’Abbe said for past 17/18 years Joan George has been maintaining the plantings 

at the John George Park.  Aileen wanted to thank her on behalf of the River Committee 

for all her hard work, stating the park always looks beautiful.  

 

It was discussed that it would be nice if Joan G. could get some volunteers to help her 

maintain the flowers/plantings at the John George Park.  She was approached by a 

member of the Garden Club who may be interested in helping and she will also reach out 

to the local schools to see if any students may be interested.  

 

Gardner Trask suggested that in addition to contacting Danvers High School she should 

contact the Essex Technical High School to see if they have students who would be 

interested in volunteering to assist her.  

 

Aileen also complimented Dan DeLorenzo for his wonderful job planting and 

maintaining the flowers and plantings at Popes Landing. 

 

Joan George informed the committee that she had sent the donation on behalf of the 

River Committee to St. Jude in memory of Bill Nicholson’s wife Sally. 

 

Bill Fouhey asked the committee if they would be interested in sponsoring a speaker 

event, he mentioned he recently attended an event where a gentleman who works for the 

Marine Fisheries in Gloucester spoke.  He noted his name is Mike Armstrong and is a 
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Danvers Resident.  He said Mike possesses a wealth of information and was a great 

speaker and he would love to have him present in Danvers.   Bill thought it would be nice 

for the River Committee to sponsor a speaking event where Mr. Armstrong would 

present, the committee agreed.  Bill offered look into the details and see if it is something 

the committee can manage. 

 

Motion: Motion made by Bill Fouhey, seconded by Louie George, to adjourn the 

meeting of June 8, 2017. All in favor: 6:0 

 

cc: Steve Bartha, Town Manager  

 Karen Nelson, Director of Planning and Human Services 

 David Mountain, Recreation Director   


