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Danvers River Committee 
Thursday July 13, 2017 

Meeting Minutes 

 

The Danvers River Committee held a public meeting on Thursday July 13, 2017 in the 

Town Manager’s Conference Room, Danvers Town Hall, at 6:00pm. 

 

Member(s) present:  Aileen L’Abbe, Chairwoman 

   Matt Byrne 

   Bill Fouhey 

Joan George 

Louis George 

Dan DeLorenzo 

Bob Moore 

Gardner Trask, Selectman Liaison 

    

Member(s) absent:   
 

    

Staff Present:   Christopher Sanborn, Harbormaster 

 Carolann Powers, Secretary  

    

Media Present:  None 

 

Aileen L’Abbe called meeting called to order at 6:03 pm. 

 

Secretary’s Report:  
 

The committee was asked to accept the minutes of the June 8, 2017 meeting. 

 

Motion: Made by Louie George seconded by Matt Byrne to accept the amended minutes 

of the June 8, 2017 meeting; all in favor 7:0.  

 

Harbormaster’s Report:  

 

Chris said that to date the town has issued about 725 waterways permits.  He noted that 

his staff is doing a exceptional job communicating on a daily basis with boaters re: 

permits. Chris noted that the increase in waterways permits is a good sign the economy is 

turning around. The Harbormaster’s Office issued warnings in mid-June to those boaters 

who had not yet paid their waterways permit fee; he noted 75 warnings were issued, this 

is a low number as compared to other years.  The next round of violations will be issued 

in a few weeks 

 

Louie George asked of the 75 warnings were they delivered in person to the boaters. 

Chris Sanborn said no, the warnings are a written violation that is left on the boat. Joan 

George asked how long is the time frame they have to submit once warned.  Chris said 
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that each day a boater goes without a permit is considered a new violation however his 

office only issues violation every two to three weeks and the fine amount increases in 

increments from $30 to $50 to $100. 

 

Bob Moore asked what the total number of permits issued each year is.  Chris S. said it is 

dependent on how many slips each marina fills, but this year to date about 725 permits 

have been issued and they are on track for perhaps 775, things are starting to come back, 

signs that the economy may be improving and boating increasing.   

 

Dan DeLorenzo asked when one receives the $100 warning are there any boaters who 

don’t respond to it and refuse to pay. Chris said yes, and since it is a violation of town by-

law they can be summonsed to a court hearing and most are resolved there.  If they don’t 

show for hearing, then a warrant is issued for their arrest.  This is rare and is not 

something they like to do. 

 

Chris told the committee that on 7/6th an inflatable boat with a motor was stolen from the 

Popes Landing Docks.  It is on the security camera; however, they are unable to use the 

image to identify the suspect with a visual recognition. 

 

Aileen L’Abbe asked how the gate was functioning at Crane River Marina. Chris 

Sanborn said it has been fine and there have not been any thefts or problems reported at 

the Crane River Marina this season. 

 

Aileen L. asked what the largest size boat is that the Crane River Marina can 

accommodate now.  Chris Said approximately 25’-28’, depending on where it is in the 

marina and taking into consideration the size of neighboring boats. 

 

Chris S. and the Harbormaster staff have been working diligently to fill open mooring 

space from the waiting list and remove abandoned moorings.  The Vacant Mooring 

Policy has changed in recent years.  Currently the mooring owner is responsible for 

removing their mooring and tackle if unable to sell it to next person on the waitlist.   

 

The Harbormaster’s Association in Massachusetts has received $1 million grant, matched 

by state with an additional million to support camera installation in all coastal 

communities.  Each coastal community will get at least one camera and possibly up to 5 

cameras for security purposes.  Danvers will receive 4 cameras to start.  1 on the Liberty 

St bridge, one potentially by the Danversport Yacht Club fuel area which will give a good 

panoramic view of River, one River Street and one on Bradstreet Ave.  From there town 

will petition for 3 additional cameras bringing a total of 7-8 cameras to Danvers.    

 

Louie George asked if any town action is required to move forward with the installation 

of these security cameras.  Chris Sanborn said no, not at this point, the project has Town 

Manager support as well as River Committee support. 

 

Bill Fouhey asked if they will have better resolution that the current camera, asking if 

they would be good enough to identify facial images etc.…Chris said the cameras will be 
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top of the line, but they are intended for scene images of individual harbors, not 

necessarily for identifying specific individuals.  It was noted that cameras will not be 

accessible to anyone outside of the law enforcement community. 

 

Aileen L’Abbe asked if the jail is still sending inmates to assist the town with 

maintenance in harbor areas.  Chris said yes from time to time and it has worked out well. 

 

Old Business: 

 

Chris Sanborn updated the committee re:  the Waters River Bridge project.  He said they 

are wrapping things up, the project is looking good.  They will be installing the 

ornamental lighting and that should complete the project.  The paving is complete and no 

additional road paving will be done; in addition, all sidewalk paving is complete at this 

point.   

 

Chris said he will follow up with DPW re: the Welcome to Danvers sign on Water Street.  

He noted it is still there but is weathered and needs refreshing. 

 

Chris updated the committee re: the MassBay Rail Bridge project. The project will 

replace the swing bridge on the MBTA Commuter Rail, this will not only disrupt 

commuter rail riders but will also block boaters on the Danvers River.  Recently 

MassBay released a statement saying that there will be closures that will impact boaters 

even though they initially communicated to all affected communities and marinas that 

there would be minimal to no interruption to boaters during this construction project.  

 

Louie George asked if the specific closures of the railroad bridge will be communicated 

to the community and boaters so that they can plan accordingly.  Chris S. said yes and 

noted that his department has been sent an email communication that will be sent to all 

boaters in Danvers re: the specific closure dates and times.   

 

Chris anticipates the biggest closure will be the last weekend in July.  The closures that 

the Harbormaster’s Office are currently aware of are: 7/17th -7/20th both channels will 

be closed M-TH, 7/25th -7/26th both channels closed T-W, also closed 7/29th-7/30th and 

8/1st-8/3rd. Most of the closures are weekday interruptions except for the last weekend in 

July where both channels will be completely closed. 

 

Joan George asked how the dates for these closures were determined.  Chris S. assumed it 

is based on contractor necessity and perhaps the tides.  Chris stated it is disappointing and 

is an inconvenience, but once the repairs are made it will be a positive thing as they will 

no longer experience unexpected bridge closures due to maintenance issues, break downs 

and unexpected repairs. 

 

Aileen L. asked how the recent Paddle Board event on river went.  Chris said it was 

successful. 
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New Business: 

 

Aileen stated she has been following problems with the beach water quality in local 

communities and was wondering how the quality of Danvers beach water is.  Chris stated 

our beach water quality has been good.  No beach closures this season.  Some of this is 

contributed to by the success of the Pump Out Boat program.  Louie G. asked is Sandy 

Beach was staffed with lifeguards.  Chris S. said yes the beach is staffed with lifeguards 

and his staff is responsible for managing the lifeguard staff. 

 

Bill Fouhey updated the group re: Mike Armstrong, Mike is willing to present/speak on 

9/19th at an event the River Committee will hold at the Senior Center. Bill wanted to 

confirm what would be required for the committee to host a speaking event. Bill has 

already confirmed that the date is available at the Senior Center he noted that the Senior 

Center must receive a building usage request to reserve the room for the event. Bill said 

Mr. Armstrong will be discussing the Danvers River and changes to its salinity as well as 

changes in fish and other wildlife in the Danvers River area over the years.  Mike 

Armstrong lives in Danvers, grew up in Danvers and is happy to attend this event.  Bill F. 

asked for Chris S. and the River Committee members for assistance in advertising the 

event and managing some type of reservation process for the event. 

 

Chris said his department can send an email marketing communication to the Recreation 

and Harbor database.  In addition, Chris said his office can manage a registration process. 

Bill F. will draft a flyer and then once firmed up the committee will consider publishing 

the event in the local newspapers.  Bill also said the Salem Soundwatch will be happy to 

advertise the event.  The Committee was very pleased with the idea of this event and 

appreciate Bill’s efforts in bringing this event to Danvers. 

 

Motion: Motion made by Louie George, seconded by Matt Byrne, to adjourn the meeting 

of July 13, 2017. All in favor: 7:0 

 

cc: Steve Bartha, Town Manager  

 Karen Nelson, Director of Planning and Human Services 

 David Mountain, Recreation Director   


