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	Danvers Traffic and Advisory Committee	
Wednesday, November 8, 2017
Town Hall, Toomey Room

Staff Present:
Karen Nelson, Director, Planning & Human Services
David Lane, Director, DPW
Alicia Linehan, Administrative Assistant
							

DTAC Committee Members:  
Karen Nelson, Chair
Pat Ambrose
Renee Hunter
Francis Toomey
Justin Curewitz - Beta

Members Absent:
Bob Bettencourt

Attendees:
Gardner Trask, Board of Selectmen
William Bradstreet
Steve Giblin
Leanne Niedringhaus Giblin
Gina Vitale
Lori Maribito
Joe Maribito
Susan Barbuzzi
Desmond Crowley
Phyllis Boyd
Charles Desmond


Karen Nelson opened the meeting at 6:00pm.  She informed all attendees the purpose of this DTAC meeting is to discuss Conant Street safety improvements, generated by a petition. The meeting will be information and fact finding.  Based on the dialogue, it will be reported back to Board of Selectmen.  

Des Crowley, a Conant Street resident and representative for the street suggested moving the crosswalk just past Sawyer Trail and extending the sidewalk past the trail entrance.  He mentioned a few of the residents’ concerns - crossing Conant Street especially at peak commuting hours and pulling in/out of their driveways.   There is a constant flow of traffic, especially an increase in trucks with the growth in businesses at Cherry Hill.  

Pat Ambrose provided traffic analysis data. From January 1 to October 31, 2017 there have been 16 motor vehicle accidents along Conant Street from the intersection of Burley Street to the Beverly line.  Dedicated traffic enforcement has occurred along that stretch of roadway 114 times in the same time period and an additional 27 motor vehicle stops.  This data is not suggestive of a high crash volume site, with the exception of Burley Street to Conant Street intersection. 


Mrs. Giblin of Conant Street raised the concern of the visibility of the Stop sign at the intersection of Conant Street and State Road.  Drivers tend to merge out into the traffic because they’re not able to see it amongst the overhang of the tree branches. She suggested also maybe installing a sign Stop Ahead as drivers are coming up the hill on State Road toward the intersection.

Mr. Maribito of Grapevine Road, who is also a business owner and travels Conant Street 25 to 30 times a day and it only takes him a few seconds to turn onto Grapevine Road from Conant Street.  The only time there is a great deal of traffic is during peak commuting hours.  He did admit that the Burly and Conant Street intersection is a problem but Danvers Police are present at least 3 times a week.  

Susan Barbuzzi of Conant Street mentioned the lack of sidewalk from 125 Conant to State Road. There are 7 houses beyond Grapevine Road and an apartment building at 240 Conant Street with 60 low income families, many of them do not own vehicles.  These children are walking to and from school. She also mentioned the condition of the existing sidewalk.  The area around the existing sidewalk was cleaned up by DPW after an order was requested.

David Lane, Director of DPW will continue to maintain the existing sidewalk, clean, mow and trim the area around it.  He explained that all Chapter 91 funds are currently being used to fix existing sidewalks around town that are in poor condition.  There are no plans to add a sidewalk on the other side of the street because there aren’t any residential homes there.  In order to build new sidewalks, it has to be proposed to the Board of Selectmen for a funding request.  This process begins when a group writes a letter to the Town Manager.  It is discussed with Mr. Lane who then reaches out to the schools to see if there is a need.  A warrant is requested and placed in the budget and then brought before Board of Selectmen.  He responded to the request of extending the sidewalk beyond the 50 feet.  This would impede on the wetlands. 

Justin Curewitz of Beta responded to Mr. Crowley’s request to move the crosswalk which is referred to a mid-walk crosswalk because it’s not at an intersection.  The considerations for a crosswalk are line of sight, if there is a need, whether there are enough pedestrians trying to cross from one side to another. The reason for the existing crosswalk being placed at Grapevine was due to end of the sidewalk on the North side. Sight issues with the uphill vertical curve would be a problem with moving the crosswalk.  

Another request of the residents was the install of a yellow beacon flashing light.  Mrs. Nelson explained to the residents that they are only used specifically for the school zones and rail trail crossings. And if the town were to install them other than those locations, drivers would become immune to them.

Gardner Trask, Board of Selectman Representative and a Fellow Street resident attended the meeting to hear the residents’ concerns, discussions and ideas.  He explained that his role as a Selectmen is to try and help the citizens but also a fiduciary responsibility.  A consideration is whether or not money is being spent properly.  The discussions concerns were speed and accident related, which fall under policing issues.  Policing or the install of a light will not resolve the increase of traffic due to the evolving of businesses at Cherry Hill.  He would also be interested in knowing the bus perimeters of the middle and high school children, the only students that maybe walk that route.  Thorpe school children are not allowed to walk Grapevine Road/Conant Street.  A resident responded to Mr. Trask concerning the school bus route perimeters. She stated that some of these children are walking from extra- curricular activities.  Mr. Trask is also the Danvers Affordable Housing Trustee and wasn’t aware that 260 Conant is low income housing. The issue was raised in earlier dialogue that 60 low income families live at the location and some without vehicles.  His consideration as a Board of Selectmen for suggested improvement would be the cost of effort and the utilization.  

Charles Desmond inquired as to whether the impact on communities is considered when there is an increase in traffic due to expansions.  Mrs. Nelson responded that there is currently a mobility study being conducted. 

The decision of the meeting was to enhance this crosswalk.  However it was requested by Chief Ambrose that thermo plastic not be used because this material is slick, especially to motorcycles.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Residents expressed their opinions on the existing crosswalk paddle, stating that they felt it is considered to be more of a hazard. Cars are forced to go completely around the paddle in order to take the turn.  It is even more of a hazard for the school bus trying to make the turn.   

Selective police enforcement will also continue in that area.




Respectfully submitted,

Alicia Linehan
Administrative Assistant
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