
Water suppliers in the  
Ipswich River Basin,  
including those with 
groundwater wells 
(Danvers, Middleton, 
Hamilton, Topsfield,  
Wenham and the 
Lynnfield Center Water 
District) have been  
evaluating  their current 
and future water supply 
needs.  These six com-
munities embarked on a joint grant project, funded by MassDEP, 
to model current and future use and identify potential regional so-
lutions that could allow for improvement of resiliency, future 
growth and protection of the environment.  The model used in this grant pro-

ject shows that there is generally 
enough water in the basin to sat-
isfy authorized uses under cur-
rent demand conditions; howev-
er, water may not always be 
available at the right place and 
time 

 

 Climate models predict drier 
summers and more frequent 
droughts, which coupled with 
population growth, may reduce 
Basin supply reliability in the fu-
ture 

 Droughts as severe or worse 
than those experienced in the 
1980s, 2002 or 2016 cause strain 
on local water resources   

 
S
 Demand reduction in the past 10 

years has already improved indi-
vidual system reliability, but on its 
own will not solve the problem 
long term 

 Additional storage may provide 
local or regional buffers against 
supply shortfalls, but storage op-
tions are limited for most commu-
nities 

 
 

 Regional partnerships may allow communities to share 
water resources for regulatory flexibility. 

 The Massachusetts Water Resources Authority (MWRA) 
is a wholesale regional water supplier for 61 metropoli-
tan Boston communities.   

 MWRA water may be a reliable alternative for 
communities whose supply is vulnerable to dry 
conditions.   

 Some communities within the Basin already have 
connections to the MWRA.   

 For communities wishing to connect, approval is 
necessary by the state, an entrance fee is required 
by MWRA and infrastructure investments would 
need to be made before the community could pur-
chase water.   

 The costs to a community could be substantial, but 
reliability would be greatly improved.   

 In 2014 the Massachusetts Legislature authorized fund-
ing to assist communities who wished to pursue regional 
solutions, such as connection to MWRA or another re-
gional supply.  The Legislature should work to appropri-
ate these funds for interested communities. 


