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The Danvers Conservation Commission held a public meeting on Thursday, December 13, 2018 in the Daniel J. 

Toomey Room, Danvers Town Hall, 1 Sylvan Street. 

 

Mr. Splaine opened the Conservation Commission meeting at 7:00 p.m. with a reading of the “Commission 

Statement.” 

 

I. ROLL CALL   

 

    Michael Splaine, Chairman     

    Richard Souza 

    Peter Wilson 

        

 

Richard Souza, the Commissions newest member is introduced and welcomed.  He has a background in 

environmental consulting and replaces Jean Hartnett, who is attending college. 

 

   

A. Request for Determination of Applicability [310 CMR 10.05 (3)]  

Lot C – 27 Prince Street; 2018-07 

Applicant:  Maryann Fiorino 

 

Scott Cameron of the Morin Cameron Group represented the applicant. She would like to install a pool and fence 

behind her home, 50 feet away from the wetlands. Mr. Cameron identifies the buffer zone and the project area on 

a set of plans.  The question was asked if they are outside of the no build/no disturb zone.  Mr. Cameron states 

that they are 50 feet away.  The top of the slope is the edge of the yard which is where the fence will be installed.  

Mr. Cameron addressed the concern of whether the excavated soil will be stock piled and where it will be stored.  

He stated that it will not be stock piled and removed. Maintenance to the pool in Fall will include letting the water 

sit for 48 hours to allow dechlorinate, and then pumping out a small amount of water.  The applicant has not 

decided whether they will install a salt pool or not.  Mr. Souza stated that salt would be more conducive to the 

environment.  Wetlands medallions will be placed on the fence to deter from dumping leaves.  Erosion control 

will consist of a silt fence.  The land will be re-loomed and reseeded.   

 

MOTION: Mr. Wilson makes a motion to issue a Negative Determination of Applicability for 27 Prince Street 

(Lot C) with the conditions that the wetland notification signs remain on the fence and erosion control; Mr. Souza 

seconded; all in favor  

 

 

B. Notice of Intent [310 CMR 10.05 (4)]  

6 Yale Street; DEP File No. 14-1314 

Applicant: Alan and Barbara Bowers 

 

Bill Manuel of Wetlands & Land Management, Inc. was present for the applicants.  This is a project within the 

Woodvale section, an area located near the high school with a dozen streets that contains slab ranch homes built 

by one builder.  All the streams were rerouted along the rear yards and regularly dredged with the most recent 

being a year ago.  This is an interment stream which is an attributor to Frost Fish Brook.  The stream runs along  

 



  
 

 
 

the rear yard of this ranch style slab home.  This project is fairly limited to a 10x25 slab addition on the side of the home.  

A rear window will be converted to a new rear door with a small patio landing outside of the door.  The rear yard has a 

pool enclosed by a stockade fence. A portion of the fence will need to be removed.  Erosion control will be a 12” diameter 

mulch sock out to where the stockade fence remains.  The ground is relatively flat so no concerns about sediment 

migration.  All the material will be taken offsite and replaced with clean material.  If a dumpster is needed, it will be 

placed in the driveway.  This project is compliant with no disturb/no build, about 48’ from the top of the bank.  The 

distinction of this filing being a Notice of Intent from the filing at 27 Prince Street, is that this project is a single-family 

home addition and the filing for 27 Prince Street is for a pool which are exempt.  There is an existing pool located within 

the no disturb that was installed a long time ago.   

 

Performance standards: 

Intermittent stream so no fisheries  

Proper erosion control with both the sock and fence 

Not doing anything that would narrow bank 

Not disturbing wildlife habitat because not working within the bank 

 

MOTION:  Mr. Souza makes a motion to issue an Order of Conditions for 6 Yale Street, DEP File No. 14-1314 

with the condition that all excavation be removed offsite; Mr. Wilson seconded; all in favor. 

 

C. Notice of Intent [310 CMR 10.05 (4)] 

63 Riverview Road, DEP File No. 14-13__  

Applicant:  Timothy & Alice Clarke 

 

The petitioner is requesting to continue to the December 27th meeting 

 

MOTION:  Mr. Wilson makes a motion to continue the Notice of Intent for 63 Riverview Road,  

DEP File No. 14-13__ to December 27th; Mr. Souza seconded; all in favor. 

 

 

D. Notice of Intent [310 CMR 10.05 (4)] 

34 Purchase Street, DEP File No. 14-1315 

Applicant:  MJP Properties 

 

Michael Page from Griffin Engineering represented the applicant. The project size is approximately  

35,700 square feet currently with a single-family home with associate driveway and patio.  It is served with 

municipal water and sewer.  The yard extends from the rear of the home to the tree line. Mr. Page reviewed the 

plans - the light green area is lawn and the dark green is wooded area.  The 35’ no disturb and 25’ no build zones 

are within the wooded area.  The 100 feet buffer zone is within the project.  FEMA flood maps indicate there is a 

flood zone on site by elevation of 10 based on existing conditions surveyed.   The Crane Rivers is located on the 

south of this site.  The sight drains from north to south.  Mr. Page reviewed the mead high water on the plan.  

Mead high water is taken by scouring and the type of bank.  The entire lot will include 2 driveways, one for each 

unit.  The proposed work is an addition with an associated driveway to the existing single-family which will 

become a 2-unit with a connector because the building code does not allow for 2 buildings on one lot. The only 

permit remaining is through the building department.  The only alteration is 2,000 square feet of installation of 

walk, foundation, deck and bulkhead.  The temporary disturbance will be grading and installation of drywells and 

associated piping. Work within riverfront area is less than 5,000 square feet.  There was an alternate plan are due 

to zoning restrictions.  Staff requested that the petitioner provide the commission with that building information 

envelope. Mr. Page did not have the information but told the Commission that the 8 feet setback is located outside 

along driveway.  There is a 20 feet yard setback. The addition is was not located in front or side due to the 

setbacks.  And if turning the addition at an angle would cause the occupant to back out of the driveway into 

Purchase Street.  The Commission agreed to a site visit and an alternate plan. Staff reminded the Commission that 

they need to view this project in particular and not compare to other properties.  The performance standards here 



  
 

 
 

are that the petitioner states that there are no other practical and substantial equivalent alternatives to the proposal.  

There is lawn in the back and a tree is being removed.  But the 200 feet buffer is in riverfront area which is within 

proper jurisdiction of the Commission.  If there is not option but to back in and out of the driveway, then it 

becomes a safety issue. 

 

Site visit is scheduled for Sunday, December 16th at 10:00am with the request that the land be staked. 

 

Kathryn Morano of 47 Purchase Street told the commission that the water table is high and has always had 

flooding in the basement. Her concern is encroaching into the area and the impact on homes in the area.  Mr. Page 

stated that the water will be captured with infiltration system which will flow toward the river.  She also asked 

how many stories the new construction will be.  Mr. Panzero suggested she look at 36 Purchase Street where 

she’ll see the connector and double garage.    

 

MOTION:  Mr. Souza makes a motion to continue the hearing to December 27th of 34 Purchase Street, DEP File 

No. 14-1315, Mr. Wilson seconded; all in favor   

 

 

E. Certificate of Compliance Request [310 CMR 10.05 (9)]  

50 Spring Street, DEP File No. 14-1279 

Applicant: St. John’s Preparatory School 

 

Jennifer Robitaille of Windover Construction was present for the applicant.  This is closing out of the relocation 

of Cronin Memorial Stadium and parking lot. The construction was finished in September of 2017.  Staff 

conducted a site walk and stated that all work is in accordance of all conditions.  All the posts and medallions 

have been installed and the as built plan was submitted.  

 

MOTION:  Mr. Wilson makes a motion to issue a Certificate of Compliance, DEP File No. 14-1279, Mr. Souza 

seconded; all in favor 

 

F. Certificate of Compliance Request [310 CMR 10.05 (9)] 

65 Summer Street and 50 Spring Street, DEP File No. 14-1268 

Applicant:  St. John’s Preparatory School 

 

Jennifer Robitaille of Windover Construction was present for the applicant.  This is to close out the project for 

construction of the Wellness Center.  All posts and medallions have been installed and the as built was submitted.   

 

MOTION:  Mr. Souza makes a motion to issue a Certificate of Compliance for 65 Summer Street and 50 Spring 

Street, DEP File No. 14-1268; Mr. Wilson seconded; all in favor  

 

G. Certificate of Compliance Request [310 CMR 10.05 (9)] 

42 Riverside Street, DEP File No. 14-1308 

Applicant: Darryl Parker 

 

Kathleen Parker was present for the applicant. Hancock Associates submitted pictures and staff conducted a site 

visit.  The project was the construction of a new pier and repair of seawall.  The new pier was not extended any 

further than the original one.  Staff told the Commission that there were no changes, everything is compliant.   

 

MOTION:  Mr. Wilson makes a motion to issue a Certificate of Compliance for 42 Riverside Street, DEP File 

No. 14-1308; Mr. Souza seconded; all in favor 

 

 

H. Certificate of Compliance Request [310 CMR 10.05 (9)] 

11 Jacobs Landing, DEP File No. 14-871 



  
 

 
 

Applicant:  Winthrop S. Knox, III 

 

The applicant requested to withdraw this Certificate of Compliance request without prejudice.  The Certificate of 

Compliance hearing was continued in October of 2017 while Mr. Knox applied for another Chapter 91 License 

which was issued but expired because it had not been recorded which was therefore invalid.  A Chapter 91 

License was then reissued in September 2018.  The Certificate of Compliance hearing was scheduled to continue 

on December 13th but based on the fact this has been on the agenda for more than 1 year, the application will be 

withdrawn and submit a new package which will include the Chapter 91 License. There is conflicting information 

on the approved Chapter 91 and the approved Commission plans.  The applicant can currently use the pier. 

 

MOTION:  Mr. Souza makes a motion to withdraw the Certificate of Compliance Request without prejudice for 

11 Jacobs Landing, DEP File No. 14-871; Mr. Wilson seconded; all in favor 

 

 

OLD/NEW BUSINESS 

57 Ash Street was posted on the agenda. EPA is taking a look at installing a fence and continues with 

environmental clean up at this property.   

 

Ronald LeBlanc, 55 Ash Street, Condo Trustee.  Walked the property with EPA to stake the property.  However, 

when Erin visited the day after, she identified the wetlands, so the original stakes were moved.  Mr. LeBlanc 

would like to know if the new stake locations are the final spots.  Staff addressed this by explaining to the 

Commission that the EPA is exempt from the Wetlands Act because this is an emergency cleanup and the 

Commission has no jurisdiction over this. Because of this, she is unclear whether or not this is the final location. 

 

Wetlands Violation, the resident at 4 Meadows Lane was cutting vegetation disposing in the wetland resource 

area.  Staff has sent him letters and requested that he come before the Commission.  The next step is to issue a 

violation through the DEP and place a lien on his home.  

 

Adjournment 

 

Mr. Souza makes a motion to adjourn the meeting; Mr. Wilson seconded; all in favor 


