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MINUTES 

 
William Prentiss called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Planning Board members James Sears, 

John Farmer, Charles Smith and Associate Member Nathaniel J. Sears were present.  Director of 

Planning and Economic Development, David Fields, was also in attendance. 

 

FORM A  
Approval Not Required under the Subdivision Control Law 

M.G.L. ch. 41, Section 81K to Section 81GG. 

 
41 Otis Street.  Request by Anthony J. Turco for endorsement of Form A plan to divide the 

existing parcel of land located at 41 Otis Street into two fully conforming lots.  (Assessor’s Map 

42, Lot 208).  (Approval Not Required Action Date: December 24, 2018) 

 

Prentiss asked if there were any issues with this application being presented if there was not a 

representative present. 

 

Fields told the Board that all comments have been addressed.  Engineering is satisfied with the 

revised plan showing the metes and bounds being corrected and the addition of the Book and 

Page of deeds for abutters. 

 

MOTION:  Sears read the Certificate of Action and moved to approve the Approval Not 

Required plan for 41 Otis Street.  Farmer seconded the motion.  The motion passed by a 

unanimous vote. 

 

17 Florence Street/22 Hardy Street.  Request by Paul Fitch for endorsement of Form A plan to 

reconfigure existing parcels to bring Lot 68, Assessor’s Map 52, further into conformity.  These 

lots are in the R-1 zoning district.  (Assessor’s Map 52, Lot 77)  (Approval Not Required Action 

Date: December 28, 2018) 

 

MOTION:  Sears moved to extend the action deadline to January 9, 2019 and 

continue the application for an ANR plan for 17 Florence Street/22 Hardy Street 

to the next Planning Board meeting scheduled for January 8, 2019.  Farmer 

seconded the motion.  The motion passed by unanimous vote. 
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PUBLIC HEARING 
 

18-22 Cherry Hill Drive.  Request for a Major Modification to an approved Site Plan pursuant 

to Section 4 of the Zoning Bylaw submitted by Abiomed, Inc. for property at 18-22 Cherry Hill 

Drive, pursuant to Section 4 of the Zoning Bylaw.  Said property is located in the Industrial-II 

Zone District.  The applicant is proposing the installation of back-up generators on concrete pads 

on the north side of the site.  (Assessor’s Map 29, Lot 4) (SPA action date:  January 18, 2019) 

 

Jeff Duford, from Piquette & Howard Electric Service, Inc., appeared before the Board.  He is 

the construction manager for this project being done at Abiomed, Inc. 

 

Duford said that the existing generator is small, and the owner is looking to back-up the 

production process.  They are looking to install a new one (1) megawatt diesel generator on site 

next to the existing storage shed.  The generator will provide 1600 amps of back-up power.  This 

will be enough power for present and future expansion needs.  They are not removing any 

parking spaces.  They are putting a concrete foundation on the pavement.  They are not 

disturbing any green space or current pervious space. 

 

J. Sears asked if this would generate noise.  Duford said that there would be the standard sound 

enclosure.  The sound that is generated is 75 decibels at 23 feet.  There is no concern of causing 

noise to the neighboring residences.  The generator is fully programmable.  The lot line from this 

site to the residences is far from the generator.  It is more than 23 feet away. 

 

J. Sears said that this site abuts a conservation area.  Duford said that he is familiar with this site 

and 26 Cherry Hill Drive, but he is not familiar with the park. 

 

J. Sears asked if there was going to be any additional lighting.  Duford said that there would be 

no lighting of any kind.  The building has lighting on it.  The generator may or may not have 

light inside the enclosure for service. 

 

Prentiss asked if this generator would be in constant use.  Duford said that it would run once a 

week for 15 minutes for testing.  The generator will only run when the power is out.  Prentiss 

said that sound carries. 

 

Duford asked the Board if they had the cut sheets in their package.  It showed that the sound is 

75 decibels at 23 feet. 

 

Prentiss confirmed that this was a back-up generator for emergency use.  Duford said that was 

correct, but it had to run for testing once a week. 

 

Prentiss said that he was okay with this application. 

 

Matt Duggan, 41 Chase Street.  Duggan said that there is a conservation sliver of land to the west 

of this property and on the other side is Cornell Road which is at a higher elevation.  When there 

is vegetation in the summer, he felt sound would not be a problem.  He is concerned with the 

diesel fumes even at it being run 15 minutes per week.  This property is not isolated.  It is 200 
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yards to the top of Cornell Road.  He asked that the business keep this in mind when they are 

doing their testing. 

 

Bill Bradstreet, 18 Essex Street.  Bradstreet asked Duford if he could provide an easy 

comparison for what 75 decibels sounded like.  Duford said that the 75-decibel range would be 

similar to five to six people talking at the same time. 

 

Duford said that at 200 to 300 meters, it would be barely audible.  All the buildings have 

generators that are tested.  They all have the same sound, and no one should notice the 

difference. 

 

Bradstreet asked if the testing could be done during the week. 

 

Duford said that they have an existing generator.  They were going to have them tested at the 

same time they are being tested now.  The owner would be open to testing at different times if 

there was a problem with noise. 

 

Farmer felt business hours made sense. 

 

Duford explained that the generator starts and runs until it gets up to a certain oil pressure. 

 

Prentiss said that this company is a 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. type of facility. 

 

Duford said that a lot of industrial parks test at off hours. 

 

Prentiss thought that machinery could not start to run before 7:00 a.m. 

 

Fields said that the Building and Engineering Departments did not have a problem with this.  

They have generators presently that are going to run the same way they are running now. 

 

Duford said that the temporary generator, which has been there for four to five months, is exactly 

the same as this new generator.  If they have not had any problems so far, he felt that they would 

not have problems in the future. 

 

Bradstreet felt people who live in the immediate are might not be aware who to contact should 

they have a complaint. 

 

Prentiss said the contact would be the Building Inspector. 

 

Fields said that if a complaint came in to him, he would notify the Building Inspector. 

 

Prentiss said that the applicant can be notified as well.  They want to be good neighbors. 

 

Bradstreet asked if the sound went up or sideways. 
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Duford said that the gas exhaust goes straight up.  The enclosure itself has a sound deadening 

enclosure to trap the sound inside. 

 

Bradstreet confirmed that the sound would be trapped by the walls. 

 

Duford said that the generator is between two buildings, so any sound would be minimal. 

MOTION:  Sears moved to close the public hearing for the major modification to 

site plan for 18-22 Cherry Hill Drive.  Smith seconded the motion.  The motion 

passed by unanimous vote. 

MOTION:  Farmer read the Certificate of Action and moved to approve the 

major modification to site plan for 18-22 Cherry Hill Drive.  Smith seconded the 

motion.  The motion passed by unanimous vote. 

 

BRIEFING 

 
Planning staff and chair will update the Board of various items of interest. This agenda item may 

include requests to set public hearing and workshop dates, sign plans, informal discussion 

regarding future projects and current projects under construction.  

 

Fields told the Board that at the meeting scheduled for January 8, 2019, they will hear the ANR 

application for 17 Florence Street/22 Hardy Street that was continued this evening.  There is also 

an application for a major modification to site plan for the IRA car dealership located at 99 

Andover Street.  The application for a cluster subdivision on Maple Street is being heard that 

night as well.  Fields reminded everyone that this meeting will be held at the Senior Center. 

 

Fields told them that presently there is nothing on the agenda for the Planning Board meeting 

scheduled for January 22, 2019, but he expects that the subdivision will be continued to this 

meeting. 

 

Fields asked the Board if they would like to take on the C1-C1A rezoning at the meeting 

scheduled for February 12, 2019.  This should give the Board time to review the material 

forwarded to them. 

 

J. Sears told the Board that he needs to recuse himself from the hearing for the cluster 

subdivision on Maple Street.  The Board needs to be sure they have a quorum for these meetings. 

 

MINUTES 

 
November 27, 2018 

  

MOTION:  Sears moved to approve the minutes of November 27, 2018.  Farmer 

seconded the motion.  The motion passed by unanimous vote. 
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ADJOURNMENT 

MOTION:  Farmer moved to adjourn.  Smith seconded the motion.  The motion passed 

by unanimous vote. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted:  Francine T. Butler 

The Planning Board approved these minutes on January 8, 2019. 


