
Danvers Council on Aging 

Board of Directors Meeting 

October 18, 2018 

Present: Don Gates, Marge Leonard, Joe Palmer, Gerri Cosgrove, John Keohane, Maureen Howlett and Pam Parkinson. 

Excused: Larry Chisholm, Bob Sosnowski, Bob King & Barbara Remon 

Larry Chisholm chaired the meeting for Don Gates 

Minutes of September 20, 2018 were reviewed. Gerri Cosgrove moved to accept the minutes. Joe Palmer seconded the 

motion. All were in favor and the motion passed. 

The Board welcomed the new Assistant Director Maureen Howlett. 

Fiscal Update:  

Pam reviewed the fiscal updates for August & September with Board members.  Joe Palmer moved to accept the fiscal 

update for August and September. Marge Leonard seconded the motion. All were in favor and the motion passed. 

Old Business: 

The Day Program is doing good. We had thirteen clients today, fourteen for tomorrow and Monday – Wednesday we 

average between ten and eleven clients. Don asked if there is a wait list. Pam said she is not sure if Judith currently has a 

waiting list for the program. The Social Day information flyer went into the October electric bills sent to all Danvers 

residents.  

Men’s Club is doing phenomenal because of John Keohane and the food is wonderful. We had thirty people attend last 

Monday and the club has gone as high as forty attendees.  Don said he has a speaker suggestion for an upcoming 

meeting. He suggested Dick Gavegnano, the Chairman and CEO of East Boston Savings Bank. He has a collection of 35 

antique cars. Don asked if we can put pictures of cars on the computer. Pam said Paula could put together a PowerPoint 

presentation. Don will contact him and see if he is available for the next meeting on November 19th. Pam said other 

suggestions were Library Director Alex Lent and the Town Manager Steve Bartha. 

The Evening Dinner isn’t doing so well. Looking to see why we have dropped in attendance. We used to have seventy-

five or more for the dinner but the last few times it is between thirty-five and forty. Not sure in the dinner has run its 

course. It also could be the menu variety is very limited and a lot of repetition. John asked if Pam talked to Michael 

about it and she said she was going to speak with him tonight. Pam said at our staff meeting it was suggested having the 

dinner every other month and then maybe we could do an ethnic meal in house. 

New Business:   

Maureen is in her third week with DCOA. Maureen gave an outline of her bio to the board members. She also discussed 

the collaboration of the Food Pantry and how well run it is. She also addressed the change with the turnkey distributions 

this year. The Food Pantry will pass out a gift card for either Stop and Shop, Market Basket or Shaws for clients to 

purchase their own turkey. Clients will still get all the rest of the fixings for dinner from the Food Pantry. 

The Board reviewed the Accreditation approval letter sent from NCOA. Don said he read it and it was very 

complimentary. Pam said it won’t have to be done again until 2023. 



The 2nd Annual Scarecrow contest is underway. Seven local assisted living facilities, nursing homes and our social day 

program will be participation in the contest. The cost to enter is $50 per entry. Each contestant will be given two tickets 

to attend our Annual Harvest Ball where we will announce the winners for 1st, 2nd & 3rd place. 

Director Report: 

We received the Job Seekers 50+ workshop grant through MCOA. The workshop will be held the 2nd Tuesday of each 

month in Danvers and the 4th Tuesday of each month in Peabody. The facilitator is a professional career coach with 

thirty plus years in the industry. Pam is the co-facilitator and she wrote the grant. 

Marge attended the first Memory Café that was held at DCOA. She said only two were there and Patrick from Middleton 

did a great job. She commented that care givers did more talking than the clients did. Marge said the care givers and not 

the clients were answering most of the questions. Pam said the café is to provide a safe place for people with memory 

issues or dementia to interact with other in the same situation. Pam suggested caregivers could go to another part of 

the room and clients could then socialize together.  

Friends of the DCOA Report: Pam asked Board members if anyone had a suggestion for who we could purchase chairs 

for the Great Room. We have been trying to find replacements for the chairs that have been here since we built the 

building. Maureen has a friend from college who sells chairs. she will contact him. 

Participants Meeting:  There was no report available 

North Shore Elder Services:  DCOA received the Title 3B and Title 3C awards.  

Marge Leonard motioned to adjourn meeting. Geri Cosgrove seconded the motion all were in favor and the meeting was 

adjourned at 3:55pm. The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, November 8th at 3pm.  

Submitted by: 

Lorene Machado for Larry Chisholm, Secretary 


