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The Danvers Conservation Commission held a public meeting on Thursday, April 11, 2019, at the Senior Center 25 Stone Street, Danvers, MA 

Mr. Wilson opened the Conservation Commission meeting at 7:00 p.m. with a reading of the “Commission Statement.”

I. ROLL CALL 
				
				Peter Wilson, Vice Chair
				Richard Souza
				Chelsea King
				Vanessa Curran
				Erin Schaeffer, Staff
				
								
II. REGULAR AGENDA		


A. Notice of Intent [310 CMR 10.05(4)] – Public Hearing NOI
56 Adams Street
DEP #14-1322	

Mike Laham of the Morin-Cameron Group represented the applicant as a continuation from the March 28, 2019 hearing for a two-family condominium project.  The plan has been revised since the last public meeting, due to the Commissions’ request.  They had requested the provision of a linear buffer, a 3-foot strip along the property line.  This will include native shrubs and seed mix and mowed only once a year in the Fall. The buffer has been widened to place conservation posts 5 feet from the bank.  The survey performed included the temporary structure on a concrete pad on the property.  However, since the survey it is no longer there, so the revised plan reflects the current conditions of a concrete pad.  

The question was asked how the no mow policy will be followed.  Mr. Latham stated that it will run with the title of the policy and referenced in the deed.  The markers are installed, and the intention is set and at the registry and is recorded with the deed.  Mr. Wilson asked if there would be a border.  There will not be, just conservation markers with a maintained lawn and a no mow strip.  John Thompson, the developer, told the commission that he hires a landscaper and stages the projects for the first few years.  

Mrs. Curran asked for the comparison of the original and revised buffer square footage.  Mr. Latham responded that the information was not on hand for the public hearing but is similar.  

Mr. Thompson told the Commission that all materials from the demolished building and will be taken off site and properly disposed. 

MOTION:  Ms. King makes a motion to issue an Order of Conditions, accepting the revised conditions of 
April 3, 2019, for 56 Adams Street, DEP File # 14-1322; Mr. Souza seconded; all in favor.




A. Notice of Intent [310 CMR 10.05 (4)] – Public Hearing NOI
15 Lobao Drive, Ivan G. Smith Elementary School
DEP #14-1323

Jessica Wala of Nitsch Engineering represented on behalf of Tappe Architects. At this hearing Ms. Wala will introduce the project plan for the Smith Elementary School.  The next hearing will include representatives from architect, landscape, construction and Town of Danvers who will present details of phasing for the project.  

Ms. Wala introduced a photo of the existing site that included the delineation of the wetlands, displayed in orange. There are 4 series of wetlands, identified by A, B, C & D.  Wetlands series A is northeast of the existing building with an intermittent stream shown in blue, Series B is northwest of the fields, Series C is a channel that runs through the field which is not state or local jurisdictional and Series D will not be impacted. 

The proposed project will be to demolish the existing school and construct a new 2 story building.  The existing field will remain, except reseeded.  A bus loop will be added with modification to the curb. A new parking lot will be added along with other site improvements, such as new playground and some fields.  

During construction of the new school, the field will be used for construction material and vehicles.  Due to its use during this time, the field will require reseeding once construction is completed.    

The next plan delineated the design point areas that discharges into each of the wetland areas.    Design point A which is wetlands series A.  Design point B are the existing paved area, parking lot already existing and include the new access road around the building.  Mitigation will be done to Wetlands A because there will be a larger area discharging to this.  Within the 100-foot buffer is the driveway, parking lot and access road.  The playground is off the access drive of the building.

On page 5 of the NOI states the impacts on the wetlands.  There are existing head walls within the wetlands area.  The only impact to the wetlands area is removing the two old concrete walls within the wetlands.  The new head walls being installed will be pulled out of the wetlands into the 25/35-foot buffer zones and will design them with a rip rap section that reduces the velocity into the wetlands. The work within the buffer zone is impacting about 2 acres of area, increasing the impervious area by 8400 square feet, and in 25 foot no disturb zone impacting 5,000 square feet.  The existing building edge of the building is within the 25 and 35-foot zones.  Also, a portion of the driveway cuts into the 25 & 34-foot zones. Will be maintaining the curb line and cutting back the building.

The question was asked if Ms. Wala could address the utilities that are within the wetlands area.  There are 2 head walls within the wetlands so the commission will need to decide if they should abandon or remove and replace them.  There is also a 24-inch drain pipe that makes its way into the wetlands into the headwall.  Because there aren’t utilities in one area, new utilities would be created within the buffer, but not the wetlands.  What is the process and disturbance of removing the head walls to the wetlands?  This is something to be reviewed and discussed for the next meeting.  Mr. Souza is concerned with the amount of impact in and around the fields during construction.   

The electrical, telecom and gas will need to be rerouted and will begin during this school year.  A 30-inch drainage pipe will be rerouted and will discharge into wetlands B.  The layout of drainage will be done in phases and discussed at the next meeting.

Ms. Schaffer requests that the different discharge points be addressed. Series A, there will be two distress areas which are identified in blue.  The new parking lot will have existing and new catch basins with deep sub pump for sediment collection.  The grade will be raised to take the run off which will go into a singular infiltration system which is sized for the 1-inch volume of overflow into wetlands Series A.  The roof drain from the new building and about ½ the building will discharge into catch basins in the new bus route area. This will be treated in an infiltration area.   There will be areas drains that will collect by the pipe and sent out to the access drive.  No infiltration necessary in this area.

Page 11 of the NOI is referenced. Due to the four detention areas, storm water rates are lower.

The building will be completed in Summer 2021and parking lot will be completed in Fall 2021. The project will take place in 6 phases and will begin the Summer of 2020, completed in Fall of 2021.

The Commission requested a site visit that will include the contractor, architect, & Town Engineer.

Ms. Curran asked about the 0-tree cover listed in Table 2 in the NOI.  Ms. Wala stated that there will be plantings in parking lot area. 

Ms. Schaeffer wanted to be sure that the project was introduced to the Commission and allowed them to ask any preliminary questions.  

The Commission expressed concern about the impervious cover on the site doubling and asked if any porous surfaces such as porous pavement or a green roof could be utilized.

Report from LEC seems like the site is loaded with invasive.  Doesn’t seem like there is a plan because they’re all going to be removed anyway.  Any plan to deal with run off from pervious?  This will be something that architect will address at the next hearing.  

MOTION:  Mr. Souza makes a motion to continue the public hearing for 5 Lobao Drive (Ivan G. Smith Elementary School), DEP File # 14-1323 to April 25, 2019 and schedule a site walk prior to this meeting; Ms. King seconded; all in favor

OLD/NEW BUSINESS

No New business 		

Adjournment

Ms. King makes a motion to adjourn; Mr. Souza seconded; all in favor
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