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Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness Grant 

The Town of Danvers was recently awarded a grant from the Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts’ Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness (MVP) Program to identify 

priority action items that will improve our community’s resilience to climate change. 

The planning grant works to identify natural hazards that present the greatest threat 

to the community; evaluate strengths and vulnerabilities of residents, infrastructure, 

and natural resources; and develop and prioritize actions that reduce the impact 

of hazards and increase resilience.  

In December, the MVP workshop engaged municipal staff and key community stakeholders. The workshop 

followed the Community Resilience Building guidance developed by the Nature Conservancy, which has 

been successfully used in over 100 communities. By participating in this program, Danvers will be designated as 

an MVP Community and becomes eligible for future grants that promote resilience.  

Many thanks go out to staff who worked to put together the MVP workshop and to Town officials who took the 

time to participate in the planning process. A listening session open to the public will be conducted on March 

10 at 7PM at Town Hall to review the MVP workshop findings and gain any further input on the priority projects 

that were discussed. 

• Fix-A-Leak Week is March 16-22. See the Town website and Facebook & Twitter pages for water saving tips. 

• Yard waste collection will take place Town-wide on your trash/recycling day the weeks of April 26, May 10 & 

24 and June 14. 

• Town and Contract Street Sweeping will tentatively start in April, weather permitting. 

• May is Electrical Safety Month! Check for frayed cords, hidden extensions and electronics used near water. 

• Outdoor Water Use Restrictions start at Level 2—Seasonal Conditions on May 1.  Watering by automatic 

system allowed daily from 7:00PM—8:00AM ONLY. 

• Celebrate Drinking Water Week from May 3-9. The 2019 Water Quality Report will be available at Town offices 

and on the Town website in May. 

• Public Works Week is May 17—23. Learn what we do every day to help your life run smoothly. 

• Town Hall will be closed Patriot’s Day-April 20 and Memorial Day-May 25.  Trash & recycling pickup will be 

delayed by one day for the remainder of the week following the full day holidays. 

DPW NOTES & EVENTS 

Martha Duffield, P.E. has joined the Engineering Division as a Civil Engineer III. She brings with 

her a diverse background with experience in multi-disciplined engineering projects. Martha 

has a Bachelors of Science degree in Civil & Environmental Engineering from the University of 

Massachusetts, Amherst and a Masters in Business Administration from Simmons School of 

Management. Martha formerly worked at the Danvers DPW Administrative Office as a 

Program Engineer from 2009-2013, prior to relocating to Spain and then working as a Project 

Engineer at Weston & Sampson. We’re glad to have Martha back as a member of our team! 

Engineering Division Welcomes New Team Member 

The progress of the new Smith Elementary School now rises above the 

security fence with the installation of steel framework on February 19. 

Concrete and steel work by W.T. Rich Company, Inc. will continue over the 

next month and the site work is proceeding on schedule and under budget. 

The majority of the project is contracted out and we are working with W.T. 

Rich on the remaining items such as landscaping. PMA Consultants, the 

project manager, is working diligently with W.T. Rich to manage truck traffic 

flow through the area, and we appreciate the patience of the neighbors as 

we work on building a new school within their neighborhood. If residents 

have any questions or concerns, please contact the Danvers DPW Administrative Office at 978-777-0001 x3012. 

Smith Elementary School Update 
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On Saturday and Sunday, May 2 & 3, Danvers will hold a weekend long recycling event in the High School 

Parking Lot at 60 Cabot Road from 9:00 AM—1:00 PM. Bring clothing, shoes, linens, household goods, 

electronics, rigid plastics, metal to recycle and paper to shred. Cub Scouts will be collecting redeemable 

bottles and cans.  Please check our website closer to the event date for more details. Danvers Residents only.   

Compost Bins will also be available for purchase by residents with a $25 check made payable to 

the Town of Danvers.  Recycling bins ($5) and carts ($40) will also be available. Limited number, first-

come, first-served, no pre-orders, NO CASH. Rain barrels will not be for sale. Danvers now rebates up 

to $100 on your own rain barrel purchase. Details are posted on the Town website.  

Earth Day ZERO WASTE Recycling Weekend 

The Water Division will be conducting its annual flushing program of the water 

distribution system beginning on Monday, March 23 as weather allows. Flushing is done 

every spring to remove sediment which has settled and collected in the system. Over a 

4 week period starting on the Middleton line and moving southeast, hydrant flushing will 

occur from 7AM—7PM.  Some parts of town will require early morning flushing (3AM-

7AM) due to potential traffic volume.  

You may notice some discoloration of the water when first used. Please run your cold 

water from the highest point in your home for 10 minutes and flush toilets to clear out 

any discoloration. If your water does not clear up within 1 hour, please contact the 

Water Division at 978-762-0230. See our live App on the Danvers website and on 

Facebook to monitor our progress and see when we’ll be in your neighborhood!  

WATER MAIN FLUSHING 

Danvers has been awarded $25,000 from the Massachusetts Department of Environmental 

Protection’s Electric Vehicle Incentive Program to install Level 2 EV charging stations for the 

public. Located in the Hobart Street and the Holten/Elm public parking lots, these dual-port 

units use ChargePoint technology and will fully charge an electric vehicle within 5-6 hours.  

Danvers is proud to begin offering this service to our customers and the general public. Drivers 

of electric vehicles can register with ChargePoint.com and pay directly through the 

ChargePoint app. Cars will be charged a flat fee of $1.25/hr to recover service and 

maintenance costs. Danvers Electric is committed to providing infrastructure to support 

vehicle electrification and proud to offer new public charging stations open to all EV drivers.  

ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING STATIONS 

•The construction of the Water & Sewer Administration Building at 7 

Canal Street has been completed and is ready for staff to occupy. The 

project, designed by Weston & Sampson, was initiated in July of 2019 by 

the general contractor, Integrated Facilities Construction 

Corporation. The total cost of the project including engineering, 

construction and upfitting was approximately $1.7 M. The Water & 

Sewer Division is scheduled to be completely moved in and operational at this new facility by April 1.  

•The Vernon C. Russell water treatment plant will undertake a major rehabilitation entailing full removal and 

replacement of the carbon filtration media and repair of the individual cells that hold the media in place. 

•Phase 2 of the embankment stabilization and restoration of Frost Fish Brook between Mass Avenue and 

Cabot Road will continue until the Army Corp of Engineer’s March deadline.  

•As part of the 20 year Capital Improvements Plan for the water distribution system, water main replacements 

will begin in March. Hobart Street will be upsized from the existing 10” to a new 12” water main that will aid in 

capacity and flow towards the downtown area and reduce volume of breaks on the street. The Centre Street 

replacement will provide an important water main loop in our system for the Route 1 corridor.  

•A Chlorine Booster Station will be constructed at the Folly Hill Water Storage Tank to regulate the 

concentration of chlorine residual and reduce water age in the system. 

PROJECT UPDATES 

http://www.ChargePoint.com

