






Alleged violation -  

 

As a result of a FOIA request, I was able to obtain e-mails that were sent and received by Danvers 

officials relating to a recent decision by the Danvers Town Manager.  Upon inspection of those e-mails, I 

discovered what I feel is an open meeting law violation by Selectman David Mills, along with improper 

use of private e-mail by Mr. Mills and Selectman William Clark. 

As the enclosed e-mails show, on the morning of August 26th, Mr. Mills contacted each of the other four 

members of the Board of Selectmen with the identical e-mail urging them to “all stick together” 

regarding recent decision of the Danvers Town Manager. 

Subsequently, on September 2, 2020, the Board of Selectmen met publicly and voted (4-1) to “stick 

together” and affirmed that decision of the Town Manager. 

In the Open Meeting Law Guide dated October 6, 2017 (attached), the guidance from the Attorney 

General’s office clearly defines this as an open meeting law violation.   

At the top of page 4, it clearly says –  

Note that the expression of an opinion on matters within the body’s jurisdiction to a quorum 

of a public body is a deliberation, even if no other public body member responds. For 

example, if a member of a public body sends an email to a quorum of a public body 

expressing her opinion on a matter that could come before that body, this communication 

violates the law even if none of the recipients responds. 

Further, the e-mail address used by Mr. Mills (dmills101@gmail.com) is not the one issued to him 

by the town (dmills@danversma.gov).  This is a practice that should be discouraged. 

In other e-mails retrieved through the FOIA process, Selectman William Clark is also shown to be 

using a private e-mail address (whclarkjr@verizon.net), and even has that address listed on the 

official town page at https://www.danversma.gov/members.  This is a practice that must be 

terminated as e-mails on Mr. Clark’s private service are not readily accessible to the public for 

inspection. 
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Desired action -  

 

I would like to see the Chairman of the Select Board acknowledge the violation and issue a public 

apology, with a commitment to prevent such behavior in the future. 

I would like to see documentation that all members of the Select Board have received training on the 

proper use of e-mail with regards to deliberations by the board withing three (3) months of the 

violation. 

I would like to see all members of the Select Board instructed on how to use their town issued e-mail 

addresses and how to handle e-mails that are sent to them through their private e-mail addresses. 
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