
Danvers Council on Aging 

Board of Directors Meeting 

April 15, 2021 

Present: Geri Cosgrove, Don Gates, David Mills, Marge Leonard, Barbara Remon & Larry Chisholm & Maureen Howlett, 

Assistant Director. 

Excused:  John Keohane 

Geri Cosgrove called the meeting to order at 3:05pm. 
 
Minutes of March 18, 2021 were reviewed. Don Gates moved to accept the minutes. Marge seconded the motion. All 
were in favor and the motion passed. 
 
Fiscal Update:   

Maureen reviewed the March 2021 Fiscal Updates with board members and discussed the $1800 discrepancy in the 

program revolving fund. It was due to credit card charges not being processed from last year. 

New Business: 

Maureen said there was protocol reopening information in everyone’s packet for review. Geri mentioned that 

socialization was being limited when it is important for seniors to socialize. Maureen said that in the beginning we would 

be limiting the socialization of people coming into the building. She said we would not be able to have people come in to 

sit at the senior center for the day. There was more discussion about how important socialization is for seniors and if 

everyone has been vaccinated, they should be allowed to open the senior center back up again. Maureen said that she 

did not believe that we can ask people if they have been vaccinated because we are a public building as opposed to a 

private company. 

Don asked David what his thoughts were. David said he has not been keeping up with everything legally that has been 

going on but that we could make a motion to recommend that all seniors prove they have been vaccinated and give to 

the Director to pass on to Town Hall’s legal counsel for advice. 

David made a motion that we should require people to show proof of vaccination at the senior center. Barbara Remon 

seconded the motion. All were in favor and the motion passed. 

Maureen went over the reopening setup, priorities, and classes we will start to offer. We would gradually bring back 

outdoor activities such as bocce & Zumba and other programs hopefully by June but limited in size. We would start with 

reopening the Social Day Support Program. Cheryl who worked at the program before will be coming back. We will also 

be adding Priscilla Girard who will coordinate programs for the group. We will need to hire aids for the program. We 

have 10 seniors who want to come back to the program. Pam has already sent to town hall a reopening plan. 

We are looking at increasing the transportation program from 3 to 5 days per week in May, but this is contingent upon 

having van drivers. We will also need Meals on Wheels drivers.  

We will try and have an outdoor BBQ at the end of May, if possible, and people would need to keep socially distanced. 

David asked if there is anything the board can do to help Pam & Maureen. Maureen said she would talk to Pam and see. 

She said yesterday we had our Swing into Spring drive thru. There were 150 people. The each got a vegetable quiche, 

strawberry poppy seed salad, glazed walnuts, homemade buttermilk biscuits and a red velvet cupcake. Don asked if 



seniors paid for the meal and Maureen said no. Maureen then passed a thank you email and picture of the meal from 

yesterday from Eileen & George Prodanas thanking the staff for the meal. 

Reappointments of Board Members – Maureen asked if Barbara Remon and Marge Leonard would like to still be on the 

board. They both said yes. An email went out to John Keohane to see if he also would like to be reappointed again. 

Friends of the DCOA Report: 

No Report Available. 

Barbara Remon motioned to adjourn meeting. Larry Chisholm seconded the motion. All were in favor and the meeting 

was adjourned at 3:30pm. The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, May 20th at 3pm.  

Submitted by: 

 

Barbara Remon, Secretary 


