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The regular meeting of the Danvers Select Board was held on Tuesday, April 20, 2021, at 5:30 P.M. in the 
Multi-Purpose Room at the Holten-Richmond Middle School, 55 Conant Street, Danvers. 

 
Present were Daniel C. Bennett, Chairman; Maureen A. Bernard; William H. Clark, Jr.; David A. Mills; and 
Gardner S. Trask III, and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all in attendance. 

 
On a motion by Select Board Member Trask and seconded by Select Board Member Bernard, the Board 
voted 5-0 to approve the minutes of April 6, 2021. 

 
New Public Business:  Rep. Sally Kerans presented outgoing Select Board member, William H. Clark, Jr., 
with a proclamation issued by Commonwealth of Massachusetts House of Representatives in 
recognition of his 15 years of dedicated service (2006-2021) as a Board member.  Precinct 1 TM member 
Bill Bradstreet asked what determines the start time of meetings, and Select Board Chair Bennett 
explained the circumstances leading to the time changes and indicated that a standard meeting time will 
be set once the Select Board reorganizes.  Mr. Bradstreet further questioned the recently applied $7.50 
customer charge on electric bills and the Town Manager directed him to the Town’s website for a 
comprehensive explanation of the fee, resulting from a recently completed cost-of-service study.  
 
A public hearing was held under Chapter 138 of the General Laws on the application of J&J156 Danvers, 
Inc., d/b/a J&J Asian Cuisine and Lounge, 156 Andover Street, Xiuyun Liu, Manager, for the Transfer of 
an All Alcohol License [this license previously held by The TaVern@156] and an Alteration of Premise at 
that location.  Atty. Wei Jia spoke on behalf of the applicant who was also present and is herself TIPS 
certified.  She reported that an alternate, TIPS-certified person will be named on the license and that 
staff is ServSafe-certified.  Select Board member Clark motioned to close the public hearing, seconded 
by Select Board member Bernard and voted 5-0.  Select Board member Clark motioned to approve the 
license transfer as presented, motion seconded by Select Board member Trask, and approved 5-0.  
 
The Board reviewed an application by Raymond James Restoration, Inc., Dan Simonse, Manager, for 
permission to occupy the public way on the Conant Street side of People’s United Bank, 1 Conant Street, 
for repairs to the building’s parapet.  Mr. Simonse reported that the company’s intent is to erect 
protective scaffolding, work with a telescoping boom and manlift at the referenced site, an estimated 
two-week project (start date to be determined once permit is issued and vendor has coordinated with 
the bank).  Discussion involved public safety issues in this heavily trafficked area, including police details 
and barricades, if necessary.  Select Board member Trask motioned that the permit be approved for a 
one-month period with the following conditions:  scaffolding to include some form of “wrap” to prevent 
climbing; boom be in use only during working hours and not stored on street during non-working hours; 
and that the start date be conveyed to the Clerk when it has been determined.  Select Board member 
Mills seconded the motion, and it was voted 5-0 to approve.  
 
Welcoming Committee Final Report:  Presenters included (in order of presentations):  Michael (Mike) 
Powers, Town Meeting member; Rev. Pamela (Pam) Cochrane, Maple Street Church; Dutrochet (Dee) 
Djoko, Chair of Human Rights &  Inclusion Committee; and Lt. Robert (Rob) Sullivan, Danvers PD.  The 
final report and presentation in its entirety are available on the Town’s website [www.danvers.gov; 
“Departments,” “Select Board,” WCWG Final Report and WCWG Final Presentation].  The Select Board 
was unanimous in its appreciation of the work conducted by members of the committee.  Select Board 
Chair Bennett recommended that the Board revisit the 18 recommendations which resulted from the 
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group’s work and prepare to discuss each member’s top priorities at the Select Board meeting on 
Thursday, May 20, followed by a discussion of a plan to move forward.  The Select Board closed 
discussion of the agenda item with a round of applause for the WCWG’s work. 
 
The Board heard a request to name the Liberty Street bridge in honor of the Soucy brothers.  With 
adoption of the recently-adopted Naming Rights Policy, and with the support of the local Veterans 
Council, President of the Danvers Veterans Council Richard (Dick) Moody made a request that the bridge 
be named [and recognized by a plaque or signpost(s)] in honor of the six Soucy brothers, all of whom 
served in various branches of the military in World War II and other armed conflicts. Jeannine Nash, 
daughter of Roland Soucy, spoke of her father’s and uncles’ long, dedicated military service.  With the 
unanimous approval of the Board members, Select Board member Clark motioned the Board to approve 
this request, the motion was seconded by Select Board member Bernard, and approved 5-0.  The Town 
Manager requested that final sign and/or plaque approval come before the Board to ensure that it is 
consistent with commemorative signage throughout Town.  All were in agreement with this suggestion, 
and there was strong support for the bridge to be named in honor of the entire family as “The Soucy 
Family Memorial Bridge.” Dick Moody plans to announce the approval of the bridge naming at upcoming 
Memorial Day ceremonies. 
 
Gift acceptance:  Ken Reardon submitted a 16x24 bronze plaque for mounting outside of Town Hall, 
commemorating service by all branches of the armed forces, as a gift to the Town.  Discussion followed 
on the nomenclature on the plaque and also on its proposed location.  While there was support for the 
donation in general, there was discussion of whether the Walnut Grove cemetery might not be a more 
appropriate  location. The Select Board felt it would be helpful for Mr. Reardon consult with Mr. Moody 
and other veterans for suggestions as to an alternate location.  On a motion by Select Board member 
Trask and seconded by Select Board member Mills, the topic was tabled for the present time, until 
further discussion, and approved 5-0.   
 
Select Board Chair Bennett noted that the monument in front of Town Hall has suffered significant 
deterioration over the years.  He suggested that it might be prudent to inventory and assess the 
condition of all monument structures in town, and asked the Veterans’ Council and the Town’s 
Veterans’ Service Officer to consider this, indicating that a fundraising effort, to which he would 
contribute, could be launched to support any needed repairs.   
 
A public hearing will be held in accordance with Chapter 82 to lay out the following private roads in 
anticipation of a vote for their acceptance as public ways at the May 2021 Annual Town Meeting:  Avon 
Road, Holly Lane, Sunset Avenue, and Vineyard Street.  Town Engineer reported that 52 streets remain 
unaccepted by the Town and a discussion ensued for a way to accelerate the program and increase the 
number of streets accepted each year as a cost-saving measure.  Select Board member Trask motioned 
to close the public hearing, seconded by Select Board member Bernard and voted 5-0.  Select Board 
member Trask motioned the Board to layout the following roadways as Public Ways in the Town of 
Danvers and recommend to Town Meeting that the following roadways be accepted as Public Ways in 
the Town of Danvers:  Avon Road, Holly Lane, Sunset Avenue, Vineyard Street.  Said layouts being more 
particularly described in the respective layout description to be executed by the Select Board, motion 
seconded by Select Board member Bernard and approved 5-0. 
 
Approval of Modification of Easement:  Town Engineer Stephen reported that there are actually three 
easements on the property at 7 Wildwood, and it was determined that, in a Code Administration permit 
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application to relocate a shed, it was determined that the easement line did pass through the defined 
shed location.  The homeowners hired site professionals to survey the area and bore all associated costs 
associated with this request.   Select Board member Trask motioned the Board to approve the easement 
modification, the motion was seconded by Select Board member Clark, and approved 5-0.   
 
Town Manager Report included updates on the following:   

• Town-Meeting approved land swap with Glen Magna moving through the Legislature. 

• The considerable effort which has gone into returning the Putnam House to family in perpetuity 
appears to be near a conclusion with arrangements for the Town’s Preservation Commission to have 
discretionary authority as the enforcing agent (with an agreed upon list of restrictions), no monetary 
responsibility, and staff involvement only in terms of violation of any of prearranged restrictions. 

• Finance Committee has worked its way through operating budget with some remaining capital 
budget expenditures to be reviewed next on April 26 and 27. 

• Board of Health meeting on Thursday, May 6, with new Public Health Director Ade Solarin discussing 
the status of vaccination efforts.  Mr. Solarin will be introduced to the Select Board at the May 20 
meeting and, at that time (or even before) there will be a more comprehensive time line for opening 
town buildings for walk-in business. 

 
On a motion by Select Board member Trask and seconded by Select Board member Bernard,  the Board 
voted 5-0 to approve the Consent Calendar as presented: 

Gas Storage 
Global Montello Group Corp., 97 Maple St. Eastern Propane Gas, Inc. 131 Water St. 
Cherry St. 27 Enterprises, LLC, 27 Cherry St. Home Depot #2623, 235 Independence Way 
LP Gas Equipment, Inc., 131 Water Street Home Depot #2663, 92 Newbury St.  

 
Correspondence, Select Board “New Business,” previous “New Public Business” updates, and Select 
Board closing comments. 
 
Under New Business, Select Board member Bernard reported that approximately 90% of DHA residents 
have been vaccinated; that masks are still required on premises; and that an increase in outdoor 
furniture aims to create more opportunities for outdoor enjoyment.  Thanks to Rail Trail committee 
members for all their hard work,  and volunteer opportunity available on April 22, 3 P.M., Hobart Street 
parking lot for clean-up effort.   
 
Each Select Board member spoke in turn of their appreciation of and gratitude for the 15 years of 
dedicated service to the Town by outgoing Select Board member Bill Clark.  Select Board member Clark 
offered his thanks as well for the many meaningful associations he has made throughout his years on 
the Board, noting some of the Town’s many accomplishments which stand out for him, and concluding 
by offering his thanks to everyone for the opportunity to serve.  On behalf of the entire Board, Select 
Board Chair Bennett mentioned how much the Board appreciated Bill’s input and historical knowledge 
of the town and commented that “You always make good sense when you speak.  Thank you.” 
 
Next meetings on Thursday, May 6, and Thursday, May 20, 6 P.M.    
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 P.M. 
 
Attest:  Catherine S. Ellsworth, Town Clerk 


