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The regular meeting of the Danvers Select Board was held on Thursday, May 6, 2021, at 6 P.M. in the 
Multi-Purpose Room at the Holten-Richmond Middle School, 55 Conant Street, Danvers. 

 
Present were Daniel C. Bennett, Chairman; Maureen A. Bernard; Matthew E. Duggan; David A. Mills; and 
Gardner S. Trask III, and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all in attendance. 
 
In her capacity as Town Clerk, Cathy Ellsworth conducted the swearing in of newly-elected Select Board 
member Matthew E. Duggan and reelected Select Board member Gardner S. Trask III. 

 
On a motion by Select Board Member Trask and seconded by Select Board Member Mills, the Board 
voted 5-0 to approve the minutes of April 20, 2021. 

 
New Public Business:  None 
 
Ryan P. Crowe of 14  Beaver Park, Danvers, appeared before the Board to request reappointment as a 
Civil Constable, a function which he has been performing for the past 12  years.  With paperwork in 
order, including letters of reference, Select Board member Trask motioned the Board to approve his 
reappointment, the motion was seconded by Select Board member Bernard, and approved 5-0. 
 
At the request of the Director of Natural Resources, the Board reviewed a request to accept the gift of a 
memorial bench (constructed with aluminum powder-coated frames and recycled plastic slats) from 
Laura McDonald to be placed at one of two suggested locations (John L. George Park or the lawn at the 
Peabody Institute Library, near the water, determination of its location to be at the discretion of 
Christopher Sanborn.  Select Board member Trask motioned the Board to accept the gift on behalf of 
the Town, the motion was seconded by Select Board member Bernard, and approved 5-0.  An 
appropriate letter of thanks will be sent to the donor on the Board’s behalf.  

 
A public hearing was held under Chapter 138 of the General Laws on the application of Major Liquors, 
Inc., d/b/a Kappy’s Fine Wine & Spirits, 158 Andover Street, Danvers, Stewart Paul, Manager, for a 
Transfer of Stock, Change of Officers/Directors, and Change of Manager of an All Alcoholic Retail 
Package Store License at that location.  Atty. Trish Farnsworth appeared on behalf of the applicant, 
Joseph Selby, explaining his father’s (Robert Selby) intent to gift the above-referenced store to him.  
The package store will be under day-to-day (c. 40 hrs. per week) management of long-time employee 
Stewart A. Paul (also present) and, in the alternative, the assistant manager (Michael Leblanc) the 
second manager of record (Michael Leblanc) whose name is on record with the Town.  Select Board 
member Trask inquired as to TIPs certification, and satisfied that both managers of record are TIPs-
certified and have had years of experience in the industry, Select Board member Trask motioned to 
close the public hearing, the motion was seconded by Select Board member Mills, and approved 5-0.  
Select Board member Bernard motioned the Board to approve a Transfer of Stock, Change of 
Officers/Directors, and Change of Manager of an All Alcoholic Retail Package Store License at the 
location noted above, Select Board member Mills seconded the motion, and it was approved 5-0. 
 
The Board discussed a possible Code of Conduct for Select Board members with the intention of 
discussing the content but not voting to adopt until a final review.   Some highlights of the discussion 
meeting were as follows: 
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• Importance of consistency as it relates to fairness. 

• How to conduct a meeting 

• Annual goal setting meetings. 

• Choosing a chairman and the necessary skills to fill this role, such as conflict management. 

• Need for transparency as it relates to communications with community, particularly in the age of 
social media (Town Manager to re-circulate Town’s Social Media Policy). 

 
Select Board member Trask suggested that, while comfortable with most of the language in the “draft,” 
he thought clarity was necessary on some sections, i.e., Section 1 (b) and Section 2 (b).  The Board 
agreed to bring this topic back for further discussion at a later date. 
 
Town Manager Report included the following: 

• Updated meeting calendar for the remainder of 2021 (6 P.M. meeting start time). 

• Town’s new Public Health Director has been conferring with various department heads, moving 
toward the “new normal which is not going to be the old normal.”  The Library is making plans to 
begin a gradual reopening (Gordon Room access on May 10) and appointments for access to 
Children’s Room soon); Senior Center considering mid-May limited re-opening, low capacity to start; 
Town Hall:  Employee vaccination rate 80% (including public safety); no hard reopening date, 
watching for numbers to trend in the right direction; foot traffic without appointment may be 
possible by end of month. 

• Town Clerk Cathy Ellsworth reported that Tuesday’s (May 4, 2021) Town elections went well (13% 
turnout) with assistance of returning poll workers and student (community service) volunteers. 

 
Correspondence, Select Board “New Business,” previous “New Public Business” updates, and Select 
Board closing comments. 
 
The Board had a brief discussion of the recently introduced customer charge on electric bills which 
appears to adversely affect households using less than 1200 kw per month.  Select Board Chair Bennett 
reported that there had been no discussion of the topic at the recent MLB meeting; however, it was 
stated that the topic would come before the MLB at a meeting in June. 
 
On a motion by Select Board member Trask and seconded by Select Board member Bernard,  the Board 
voted 5-0 to approve the Consent Calendar as presented: 
 

Gas Storage 
Stop & Shop Supermarket Co., LLC, 250 Newbury St. 75 Lindall St. OPCO, 75 Lindall St. 
J.A. LLC, d/b/a Concord Gas, 112 Water St. Devcon (ITW Performance Polymers, 30 Endicott St. 

 
Next meeting on Thursday, May 20, 6 P.M.   The meeting was adjourned at 7:20 P.M. 
 
 
Attest:  Catherine S. Ellsworth, Town Clerk 


