
Danvers Council on Aging 

Board of Directors Meeting 

May 20, 2021 

Present: Geri Cosgrove, Don Gates, David Mills, Marge Leonard, Barbara Remon, Larry Chisholm, CR Lyons, Maureen 

Howlett, Assistant Director and Pam Parkinson, Director. 

Excused:  Bill Nicholson 

Geri Cosgrove called the meeting to order at 3:00pm. 
 
Pam welcomed new board member CR Lyons. 
 
Minutes of April 15, 2021 were reviewed. Don Gates moved to accept the minutes. CR Lyons seconded the motion. All 
were in favor and the motion passed. 
 
Fiscal Update:   

Pam updated the board on the fiscal report for April. Not much change from last month because we are currently closed 

to the public and have not had any classes or trips. We have started transportation back to five days per week starting 

this past Monday. We have four part time drivers. CR asked what the expenses are in the program revolving account. 

Pam said ½ of Paula’s salary is being paid out of it. The drivers and 25% of Lorene’s salary are being paid out of the 

transportation revolving account. CR asked about the revenue for the program revolving account for March and April 

being the same amount Pam said she will check with Sandy the bookkeeper and get back to him on it. 

We are waiting for a $28,000 grant fund from Uber from the town to be put into the transportation revolving fund. Most 

of the revenue for this account is from daycare facilities we contract with for transportation which we charge a fee. 

Medical and shopping rides are donations, so the amount received is much lower. 

New Business: 

Don asked when we are opening to the public. Pam said we started a slow opening this week. On Monday we had the 

Social Seniors program back. This program will be running two days per week on Mondays and Thursdays. We currently 

have five people on Mondays and six people on Thursdays. There are two new clients who are scheduled for an 

assessment on Monday. The program is currently limited to twelve clients per day. 

Reopening plans – Classes will be starting again on June 7th. Self-run groups without an instructor, such as knitting, will 

have to call Paula to check for space. Not everyone is coming back at the same hours they had pre covid. Geri asked 

when Mah Jong comes back will there be a limit on how many people are allowed in the room. Pam said Paula has it set 

up on Wednesdays at 12:30pm. She said people will no longer have to social distance so the room should be fine. We 

are not limiting the number of people in the room. 

Don asked will everyone need to be vaccinated. Pam said we will be encouraging people to wear masks if they are not 

yet vaccinated. Per the state, Councils on Aging are not allowed to ask if someone is vaccinated because it is a HIPPA 

violation. The guidelines say that if someone is vaccinated, they do not have to wear a mask after May 29th. The Senior 

Center is a public building. We can ask people to wear a mask if they are not vaccinated but cannot require it. Some 

people who are vaccinated may still choose to wear a mask which is fine too. Masks are still required to be worn by 

drivers and passengers on our vans for transportation unless they have issues such as a heart condition and are unable 

wear one. Geri asked if Zumba people would have to wear a mask and Pam said no. David asked if there was a way to 



announce to people, who are not vaccinated, to say that they should wear a mask. Marge suggested we put up a list 

where people could go to get vaccinated. Pam said you can now walk into Double Tree, Stop & Shop & CVS without an 

appointment and get vaccinated. 

We will still not have congregate meals at the center. We are waiting to get approval from the state when we will be 

able to start back up. 

Our staff did over 2,000 wellness phone calls since March 13th until July. There were 659 unduplicated individuals. We 

also helped sign up 868 individuals to get a covid vaccine shot. We had a 75+ and a 65+ list of people who were looking 

to get an appointment. We also drove people twice to Tewksbury to get shots as well. 

While we have been closed, we have been hosting Drive Thru Dinners which were sponsored by the Friends of the 

Danvers Council on Aging. Total cost was $4,012.82 for 796 meals to 229 individuals to get a meal. Don asked if all meals 

are prepared on site. Pam said yes, they are, and we have another one next week. Hopefully, programs like the Men’s 

Group and Patio Parties will be able to start again soon. We are taking things one step at a time moving forward but 

cautiously.  

Pam gave kudos to staff, who while working remotely, delivered food to people for the food pantry. The volunteer 

pantry drivers were all seniors and unable to deliver food during Covid. The Food Pantry also delivered food to people 

who had covid and were not able to leave their home to buy food.  

Friends of the DCOA Report: 

The FDCOA Annual Meeting was held yesterday. They are financially in good shape. Barbara asked if they have any new 

members. Pam said no they have one open seat. There are 240 FDCOA members. We have currently received $8,834 in 

donations from 240 members. Memberships are starting to increase. Don asked if membership amounts are going up. 

Pam said we have received some $100 donations, but most are $25. 

Pam and CR discussed him sponsoring a meal for seniors once we are back open. Pam said it will be a wonderful 

opportunity when we can have all the seniors back.  

CR said it would be a wonderful opportunity for the senior center to reach out and get more people who want to 

volunteer and want to give back. Maureen said at the food pantry she had a student who needed volunteer hours for 

school and that her mom also wanted to volunteer. They have both been volunteering since last October and are still 

volunteering and have done tons of hours.  

Maureen said Pam and her sister have also volunteered and helped to organize the setup of the food pantry to make it 

look more like a store when people come into shop. The pantry has started meal kits for people so they do not have to 

go to the drive thru every night and can save money. They are including recipes with meal kits and may offer cooking 

lessons in the future. 

Pam and Maureen discussed the DCC requests that they receive and trying to help people who need money to pay their 

bills and offer them help with their finances.  

Don Gates motioned to adjourn meeting. Barbara Remon seconded the motion. All were in favor and the meeting was 

adjourned at 3:55pm. The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, June 17th at 3pm.  

Submitted by: 

Barbara Remon, Secretary 


