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The regular meeting of the Danvers Select Board was held on Tuesday, June 1, 2021, at 6 P.M. in the Daniel J. 
Toomey Hearing Room, Town Hall, 1 Sylvan Street, Danvers. 

 
Present were Gardner S. Trask III, Chairman; Daniel C. Bennett; Maureen A. Bernard; Matthew E. Duggan; and 
David A. Mills.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all in attendance. 
 
On a motion by Select Board Member Bennett, seconded by Select Board Member Duggan, the Board voted 
4-0 (Select Board member Mills’ arrival delayed) to approve the minutes of May 20, 2021. 

 
New Public Business:  Town Meeting members Bill Bates and Tim Donahue co-authored a letter which was 
presented to each Select Board member pertaining to modular homes and perceived safety issues.  They 
proposed to draft an article for an upcoming Town Meeting which would call a temporary moratorium on 
these structures until such time as the State and Town regulations do not conflict.  Select Board Chair Trask 
pointed out that the Town is not in a position to supersede State law; that a moratorium is a legal mechanism 
for resolution within a year’s time and we can’t compel the State to act in a manner which we would consider 
timely.   It was suggested that a more readily available remedy might be through Planning Board and/or 
Zoning Board enforcement, something “legally supportable by the Town.”  The Select Board was interested to 
know how many modular homes are in Town; and, with the understanding that it might not be possible to 
capture precise numbers, the Town Manager agreed that he would make an effort to compile the 
information.   
 
The Select Board met and spoke with residents who applied to serve as the Tenant Member on the Danvers 
Housing Authority Board.   If chosen as the Tenant Member, Edwin Richter, Jr. (95 Holten Street, #106), he 
believes his role would be one of oversight of Federal, State, and local housing regulations, coupled with 
fairness, and lacking any personal agenda, beyond functioning as a member of the Board.  [The Board paused 

discussion of this item until the arrival of the second candidate.]  Virginia Sidmore (Perry Terrace) had worked for 
Citizens for Adequate Housing, feels she has people skills, and that this position on DHA is a “good fit for her.”  
Select Board member Mills motioned the Board to appoint Virginia Sidmore, seconded by Select Board 
member Bennett, and approved 5-0. The Board recognized the qualities of both candidates, nothing that they 
both possessed skills needed by the Board; Mr. Richter was encouraged to look for other volunteer 
opportunities in Town.  
 
Paul Pawlak, David McKenna, and Deb Gesualdo, members of the Human Rights & Inclusion Committee, 
appeared in support of a request that the Select Board proclaim June 19 as “Juneteenth” in the Town of 
Danvers, the date marking the end of slavery in 1865 at the close of the Civil War.  The HRIC support this 
measure, believing it to be a step in affirming the Town as welcoming, equitable and supportive of the 
progress and resilience of Black Americans. Select Board member Bennett motioned the Board to proclaim 
June 19 as “Juneteenth” in the Town of Danvers, Select Board member Mills seconded the motion, and it 
was approved 5-0, with the Select Board’s appreciation for the hard work of the entire Committee and the 
Sub-committee who produced the proclamation for their consideration.   
 
A public hearing was held under Chapter 138 of the General Laws the application of Merritt Boston North 
Operator, LLC d/b/a Double Tree Boston, North Shore, 50 Ferncroft Road (AKA Village Drive), Andrew  E. 
Dunn, Manager, for a Change of Manager of an All Alcoholic Common Victualler License at that location.  Mr. 
Dunn appeared and answered questions from the Board, including his past experience in the hospitality 
industry (25 years; positions as GM in 3 hotels, which included liquor license management); and his plan to 
be on site a minimum of 40 hours per week.  Alternates on the license will be “Zane,” front office mgr., and 
“James,” executive chef.  Select Board member Bennett wished Mr. Dunn luck at this Danvers site, one which 
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has seen management change frequently.  Select Board Chair Trask questioned their TIPs-certifications, and 
Mr. Dunn indicated that certificates would be produced.  Select Board member Bennett motioned to close 
the public hearing, seconded by Select Board member Mills, and approved 5-0.  Select Board member 
Bennett motioned the Board to approve the Change of Manager request, subject to the provision of TIPs-
certification documentation to the Town Clerk for those listed on the license, the motion was seconded by 
Select Board member Mills, and approved 5-0.    
 
Dick Moody president of the Veterans Council appeared before the Board to request their approval of the 
plaque to identify the “Soucy Family Memorial Bridge” on Liberty Street.  Jeannine Nash, daughter of 
Roland Soucy, identified locations of the plaques, if approved, and her fund raising plan.  She noted that any 
monies collected in excess of what was needed would be donated to the Town’s Veterans Council and 
Operation Troop Support.  As this project had already been approved and voted, there was no additional 
action to be taken by the Board except their individual expressions of gratitude to the Soucy Family for the 
work that went into the proposal and to the Veterans Council for their early and enthusiastic support of the 
project.  The Town Manager interjected that the Town would be pleased to work with the Soucy Family on 
installation of the plaques which will be on Town property. 
 
The Board will consider approval of a Preservation Restriction Agreement between the Danvers Historical 
Society (DHS) and the Town of Danvers (acting by and through the Preservation Commission).  Over the past 
year, this agreement has been vetted by attorneys, including Town Counsel, reviewed by the State, and 
approved by the Preservation Commission.  It represents the intent of the DHS to sell back the property to 
the Emerson/Putnam family, as DHS lacks funds to maintain and/or restore the property.  Further discussion 
occurred, and Select Board member Duggan called attention to pg. 4, No. 1, §§ a & b, specifically “…the 
architectural, historic, and cultural features of the Building and the Property will be retained and maintained 
forever substantially in their current condition or in a restored condition…”  Given that the building is not 
presently in good condition, a question arose as to a restoration plan and the funding to affect the required 
maintenance/restoration.  Eric Emerson responded that “We believe we’ll have the financial wherewithal to 
do this,” likely 1 3-5 year plan.  Select Board member Bennett noted that as a DHS member and Chair of the 
Preservation Commission, he would refrain from comment and abstain from voting.  Select Board Chair 
Trask indicated that he did not support the transfer and that he too, as a member of DHS, would abstain 
from voting.  Select Board member Mills motioned to approve the restriction agreement as presented, 
seconded by Select Board member Bernard, and approved 3-0 with 2 abstentions. 
 
Finance Director Rodney Conley reported on the Fiscal 2021 3rd Quarter Report (actually 83% through FY 21, 

as the figures are current as of 4/30/21), including revenues from Hotel/Motel, Motor Vehicle and PILOT 
payments, addressing the Select Board’s questions, and noting that reimbursements are still possible from 
FEMA and the CARES Act.  In a brief discussion regarding cannabis host agreements, Select Board member 
Bennett asked if a cannabis firm is permitted to donate to non-profits in town, and the Town Manager 
agreed to check on this as he renegotiates the agreement for next year.   
 
Director of Land use & Community Services Director Aaron Henry requested that the Select Board accept 
gifts from 99 donors in a community fund raising, Mass. Development grant-matching, effort to support the 
Pop-Up Park.  He reported that $8,789 had been collected with the potential for additional donations (send 

to attention of Georgia Pendergast, Planning Office).  Some park components are arriving at a slower pace 
than hoped; however, the lifting of COVID restrictions has allowed for planning of games and musical 
events. Discussion followed of citizen issues, primarily loss of parking, and particularly as it relates to 
handicapped accessible spaces.  Appropriate locations were suggested to alleviate the problem.  Select 
Board member Bennett motioned to accept the gifts in accordance with Ch. 44, § 53A, seconded by Select 
Board member Bernard, and approved 5-0. 
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Town Manager Report included the following:   

• Application for naming rights of Library’s Archival Center, honoring Richard Trask.  After a brief 
discussion, it was decided that the Town Manager would seek input from Library Trustees, after which 
the Select Board would revisit the topic at an  upcoming meeting.     

• Select Board member Committee assignments finalized. 

• New Building Inspector Jim Butler on site today (6/1); working to fill Asst. Bldg. Inspector position. 

• Civil Service results (Chief and Captain) expected soon; update by TM prior to June 29 meeting.  

• Incident at UCC under investigation; appreciate collaboration of Select Board Chair Trask and Acting 
Police Chief Tansey in formulating statement, as well as support of all Select Board members.  Each 
Select Board member expressed disappointment at the actions of the perpetrator(s) and stressed need 
to reiterate that while this happened, it’s not part of who Danvers is as a town and is abhorrent to all.  

 
On a motion by Select Board member Bennett, seconded by Select Board member Mills, the Board voted 5-0 
to approve the 2021 Consent Calendar as presented: 

Banner:  Danvers High School Graduation, over High Street, June 7-13, 2021 

Correspondence, Select Board “New Business,” previous “New Public Business” updates, and Select Board 
closing comments. 
 
Select Board member Duggan: 

• Baker legislation (proposed) concerning extension of COVID emergency measures to allow boards and 
committees to meet remotely until 9/1 and potentially forever does disservice to residents; important to 
meet publicly going forward or look for a hybrid approach as a compromise. 

• Traffic Advisory Committee met and discussed DPD selective enforcement reduction during COVID; 
moving forward (6/1), selective enforcement to increase in target areas. 

• Citizen-raised issue of bike lanes, even though Town streets aren’t wide enough to accommodate 
“dedicated” lanes.  Compromise plan is to look at potential for reducing lane size on Hobart St. during 
repaving to provide shoulder markings for cyclists. 

• MMWEC proposed power plant [90’ smokestack; 200,000 gal oil tank at Pulaski St. Industrial Pk. near Waters 

River) generating grassroots opposition effort, supported by Legislators Kerans and Lovely, citing health 
impact to nearby residents. 

  
Select Board member Mills:  

• Cable TV Committee continuing negotiations with Comcast. 

• HRIC continues to be very active; next meeting 6/17, televised.  June 3 Pride flag raising at DPD, 4:30 and 
at Town Hall, 5 P.M. (live and virtual).  Flags at Schools and both DFD locations.  Pride flags available upon 
request, as are copies of lawn sign funded by Friends of HRIC,  promoting acceptance and unity.  June 5 
Pride event downtown, 9 A.M. in front of Kaffmandu, with prizes and cookies! 

 
Select Board member Bennett: 

• Attended virtual meeting (2nd stage of 3-stage program) on Rapid Recovery Communities; non-
competitive program to revitalize downtowns and to recommend projects to reflect community 
consensus.  Interesting, unsure what good will come from it. 
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• Planning Board has a big project in front of them with (zoning relief; density; retail/no retail).  From 
resident/consumer point of view finds project as presented not pedestrian friendly.  Finds Maple Square 
project. 

• Shame on U.S. Senate for unwillingness to call for study of January 6 attack on Capitol. 
 
Select Board member Trask: 

• As Chair, will let other members know if he offers response to an E-mail.  Other Select Board members 
free to do so as well, being mindful of the Open Meeting Law (don’t include all Board members).   

• Ethics Training on-line course to be completed every two years; print certificate and send copy to HR by 
end of June. 

• Best practice to declare affiliations (i.e., Polish Club, Historical Society, etc.) and abstain from 
commenting/voting on some issues.  TM requested to send Select Board members proper form send out 
statute and form.    

 
Select Board member Bennett asked that we remember and offer thanks to all veterans for their service. 
 
In a unanimous roll call vote, Select Board members voted to adjourn to Executive Session for the purpose of 
discussing strategy with Town Counsel with respect to litigation, not to return to Public Session.  The meeting 
was adjourned at 8 P.M.    
 
 
Attest:  Catherine S. Ellsworth, Town Clerk 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


