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Danvers Select Board Minutes                 July 9, 2021  

 
 
A special meeting of the Danvers Select Board was held on Friday, July 9, 2021, at 10 A.M. in the Daniel J. 
Toomey Hearing Room, Town Hall, 1 Sylvan Street, Danvers, to open discussion with Massachusetts Munici-
pal Wholesale Electric Company (MMWEC) regarding their proposal to place a 55-megawatt natural gas-fired 
“peaker” power plant in Peabody on land abutting Danvers. 

 
Present were Gardner S. Trask III, Chairman; Daniel C. Bennett; Maureen A. Bernard; Matthew E. Duggan; and 
David A. Mills.   At the invitation of the Select Board, other attendees included the following:  Steve Bartha 
(Town Mgr.); Sen. Joan Lovely; Rep. Sally Kerans; David Lane (DPW); Ade Solarin (Health); Brian Barry (DFD). 
 
Representing MMWEC were:  CEO Ron DeCurzio; Matthew Ide; Brian Quinn, Ed Kaczenski; Nick Scobbo; and 
Kate Roy. Local (Marblehead, Peabody, Wakefield) municipal light department representatives were also in 
attendance. 
 
Mr. DeCurzio explained that the legally required environmental notification form had been filed by MMWEC 
with State agencies and Peabody city departments in 2016, noting that because of the plant’s size and loca-
tion, MMWEC was not required to notify Danvers. Nevertheless, he noted that MMWEC was remiss in not 
having involved Danvers earlier in discussions for a project, under consideration since 2015, which would be 
situated very close to the Danvers town line.  Facing a significant amount of community opposition to the 
plant’s location, MMWEC chose on May 11 to pause the process (for a minimum of 30 days) in order to hear 
from local and State officials, and to address environmental and health concerns of residents in surrounding 
cities and towns.  MMWEC made a presentation, supporting the need for the so-called “peaker” plant and 
mitigating health and environmental concerns.  Attorney Scobbo and other speakers indicated that all re-
quired studies had been conducted and permitting acquired.  He went on to state that he could not advise his 
clients to undertake any further environmental or health impact studies.  Additional, robust discussion fol-
lowed with State officials arguing for the aforementioned studies to be done as a way to ease the concerns of 
residents most impacted by the plant.   
 
Board reaction to the presentation and ensuing discussion was mixed.  Select Board member Bennett, while 
noting a convincing argument for the need for a “peaker” plant, could not offer his support for another fossil-
fuel burning plant.  Select Board member Bernard expressed her health and safety concerns for residents in 
surrounding areas.  Select Board member Duggan indicated that he could now understand the need for the 
plant and thought it was a step in the right direction toward arriving at “carbon neutral.”  Select Board mem-
ber Mills was in favor of an MMWEC-funded study by an independent agency who could lend credence to the  
statements made earlier in the presentation as they relate to health and safety.  This did not seem likely as 
MMWEC has gone through what it believes to have been a rigorous, legally sufficient process.  Select Board 
Chair Trask advanced some questions which had been submitted to him by residents and MMWEC repre-
sentative could agree that “everything we do is not a home run, but it is a solid step in the right direction with 
a 37% reduction in greenhouse gases and that the peaker plant, ‘knocking out other less efficient plants,’ in-
creases that greenhouse gas reduction to 70%,” while improving reliability across Essex County.  
 
As a prelude to closing out the meeting, Select Board Chair Trask invited department heads to ask additional 
questions. Deputy Fire Chief Brian Barry noted his concern for the hydrogen on site, as his department would 
play a mutual aid role in the event of an incident.  MMWEC was able to commit to safety as their #1 priority 
and to the provision of all necessary education, training, and resources to deal with hydrogen-related 
incidents.   
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Select Board Chair Trask expressed his thanks to the MMWEC representatives, on behalf of the Board, for 
responding to their request for a public meeting. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 12:15 P.M. 
 
 
Attest:  Catherine S. Ellsworth, Town Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This page has links to both the MEPA/ENF certificate we received from the state, as well as the final ap-
proval from DEP: https://www.project2015a.org/the-process/ 
 
For DPU documents, go to: https://eeaonline.eea.state.ma.us/DPU/Fileroom/dockets/bynumber and 

put in “21-29” for the DPU docket documents.  Scroll all the way to the bottom to see DPU documents 

as submitted on March 3.  

 
[At the time of transcription on 7/12/21, THE SALEM NEWS reported that “The Peabody Board of Health has 
sent a letter to Gov. Charlie Baker requesting that an environmental impact report and comprehensive health 
impact assessment be done for the proposed peaker plant in the city.   
 
“…we believe that it is impossible to understand the potential burdens of this project…. without a full 
Environmental Impact Report and comprehensive health impact assessment.”] 
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