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BOARD OF HEALTH MINUTES – March 4, 2021 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Thomas McLaughlin, MD at Holten Richmond Middle 

School at 7:00 P.M.  Also, in attendance were Sheila Laffey, Member; Dutrochet Djoko, Member; Judith 

Ryan, Public Health Nurse; Alicia Linehan, Clerk and, Mark L. Carleo, Director of Public Health.  

 

 

ADMINISTRATION 

 

Notice of the meeting as posted by the Town Clerk 

 

 

PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICES 

 

 

COVID UPDATES 

 

(1) History 

 

Major events, it all started March 12th with the closure of schools and major buildings. On March 

18th a state of emergency was declared. March 21st was the first positive case in Danvers. On April 

6th an issue was ordered that a moratorium be placed on evictions and businesses. On April 17th the 

schools announced that they would remain closed through the end of the school year.   May 18th the 

Governor announced a reopening plan. June 26th Danvers held a drive-thru mask distribution event.  

Town Hall opened on October 5th with new safety precautions in place. December 8th Danvers began 

their own test site.  

 

A graph of active cases was shared with the Board, number of active cases in any 10-day period.  

The peak was the 17th of April of the first surge, 203 cases. This almost matched December 11th, 210 

cases.  The first peak in April was much shorter in duration, possibly due to the shut-down.  The age 

breaks down of cases, originally the 60+ age group was hit harder than any other group. Most of the 

cases were in the long-term care facilities.  The current case data is much better with 47 active cases. 

 

Ryan stated that the majority of cases are anywhere from 20 to 60-year old, with 5 to 15 cases 

throughout the week.  There are still cases at the long-term facilities, due to taking them in from 

hospitals.  A couple of months ago, there were quite a few cases from health care workers but that 

has diminished now that first responders are immunized.  Ryan is receiving a lot of college student 

cases.  She is also seeing cases or younger children that have symptoms rather than A-symptomatic.   

 

(2) Current Case Data 

 

Carleo shared a graph of active cases with the Board, the number of active cases in any 10-day period.  

The peak was the 17th of April of the first surge, 203 cases. This almost matched December 11th, 210 

cases.  The first peak in April was much shorter in duration, possibly due to the shut-down.  The age 

breaks down of cases, originally the 60+ age group was hit harder than any other group. Most of the 

cases were in the long-term care facilities.  The current case data is much better with 47 active cases. 

 

Ryan stated that majority of the cases are anywhere from 20 to 60-year old, with 5 to 15 cases 

throughout the week.  There are some still cases at the long-term facilities.  Those with the positive 

cases are taking them from hospitals.  A couple of months ago, there were quite a few cases from 
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health care workers but that has diminished with them now immunized.  Most cases now are the 

college students. Ryan is seeing cases or younger children that have symptoms rather than A-

symptomatic.   

 

(3) Testing 

 

The Danvers Test sites at the high school, contracted through Cataldo Ambulance, were free to Town 

employees and residents and very successful.  Residents were very appreciative for the convenience.   

 

(4) Call Center 

 

As the vaccine became available to the 75 and older age group, the only option for registration for 

an appointment was online, which most from this group didn’t have access to the internet.  And with 

the addition of the state vaccination site at Double Tree in Danvers, many around the region believed 

that the Town was running the clinic. The phones at both the Senior Center and the Covid line at 

Town Hall were being completely overrun.   With the assistance of Library and Senior Center 

employees, a call center was set up with phones and laptops at the Senior Center.  The goal was to 

assist the 75+ age group and provide information to others.  Because the appointments are scarce, 

most callers are going on to a wait list.  As appointments open, the call center tackles the wait list to 

get as many registered as possible.  The 75+ has about 70 names remaining, and the 65 has about 

200 names.  Most are frustrated with the process and getting their names on any wait list possible.      
 

(5) Vaccination  

 

Ryan stated that Danvers is working with other communities, Salem, Beverly, Marblehead, and 

Swampscott, conducting clinics.  It began with the first responders in January. And as of today, the 

19th clinic was held.  All but 3 have been 2nd dose clinics.  Three weeks ago, she went to the Beverly 

Council on Aging and the Danvers Council on Aging which were open to 75 plus.  Next Tuesday 

and Wednesday will be second dose for this age group.  Another first dose clinic was started in Salem 

with Senior Housing.  For first doses in Danvers, there is a 23% rate, 1827 people in Danvers have 

already had the first dose. For the second dose we are 22%, 1702 residents.  It has been difficult the 

way the State distributed the vaccine.  The next step is to work with Senior Housing and low income.  

The housing authority will conduct a survey and submit to the State which will determine the amount 

of vaccines distributed to Public Health.  Most of these clinics have run seamlessly except for the 

one on February 18th when the State prep mod crashed.  The crew was fantastic, and it was done on 

paper instead.   

 

With no further business at hand, the Board adjourned. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted for your approval, 

 

 

 
Ade Solarin 

Director of Public Health 


