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Danvers Select Board Minutes                   August 17, 2021  

 
 
The regular meeting of the Danvers Select Board was held on Tuesday, August 17, 2021, at 6 P.M. in the Dan-
iel J. Toomey Hearing Room, Town Hall, 1 Sylvan Street, Danvers. 

 
Present were Gardner S. Trask III, Chairman; Maureen A. Bernard; Matthew E. Duggan; and David A. Mills.   
Absent was Select Board member Bennett.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all in attendance. 
 
On a motion by Select Board member Duggan, seconded by Select Board member Bernard, the Board voted 
4-0 to accept the Minutes of the June 29, 2021, as presented.   On motions (2) by Select Board member Ber-
nard, seconded by Select Board member Duggan, the Board voted 4-0 to accept the Minutes of July 9, 2021 
and the Minutes of August 10, 2021 meeting as presented. 
 
New Public Business:  None 
 
Block Party Application:  Organizer Hilary Gordon appeared before the Board to offer details of the planned 
Saturday, August 28, 12-4 P.M. event which will include a “bouncy house,” on private property, music by 
means of a Bluetooth speaker (no live music), games and hotdogs.  Flyers were distributed to the neighbor-
hood, street access and egress made possible with traffic cones marking area of event (Sherwood Avenue 
from Cabot to Coolidge Road). On a motion by Select Board member Duggan, seconded by Select Board 
member Bernard, the Board voted 4-0 to approve the application as presented. 
 
Planning Board Associate:  Jean Hartnett, having had  previous experience as a member of the  Conservation 
Commission, appeared before the Board as a Town Manager-appointed candidate for the Planning Board 
Associate’s vacancy.  With a cautionary comment from Select Board member Duggan to be mindful of the 
long-term consequences of decisions arrived at by planning boards and Select Board member Mills’ advice to 
“follow the law” when there is any doubt about a project, the Board thanked Ms. Hartnett for her willingness 
to serve and wished her good luck.  
 
A public hearing was held on the application of Flip the Bird for a Common Victualler License.  Anthony Ma-
rino, owner, and Melissa Farnsworth appeared before the Board on behalf of the eatery, which is soon to 
open (early September; 11 A.M.-9 P.M.) in Danvers.  Mr. Marino described the restaurant as “homemade, 
southern style chicken” similar to another, larger chicken franchise in operation.  He has other sites in Beverly 
and Swampscott and is enthusiastic about the 198 Endicott Street location in Danvers.  There being no fur-
ther questions, Select Board member Mills motioned the Board to close the public hearing, the motion was 
seconded by Select Board member Bernard, and voted 4-0.  Select Board member Mills motioned to approve 
the application as presented, the motion was seconded by Select Board member Bernard, and approved 4-0. 
 
Two (2) One-Day Wine & Malt Beverage License(s):  Louis George and Laura Cilley of the Danvers Historical 
Society appeared before the Board to request two one-day licenses for beer garden events to take place at 
Glen Magna Farms, 29 Ingersoll Street, Danvers.  Following on the first, successful event (c. 150 attendees) 
the DHS wishes to repeat these fund-raising evenings on August 31 and September 21 (both events 5-8:30 
P.M.) to benefit the restoration of the Summer House 9in particular the milk maid and the reaper).  Liquor 
management duties under Nora Whouley on 8/31 and Louis George on 9/21, both of whom are TIPS-
certified.  Select Board member Mills motioned the Board to approve both applications (8/31 and 9/21) as 
presented, the motion was seconded by Select Board member Bernard, and approved 4-0. 
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Road Race Application:  Jillian and Jessica Lynch appeared before the Board, requesting approval for a first-
time event, the “Robert J. Lynch Memorial Road Race” (“run” virtually last year) honoring Robert J. Lynch, 
lifelong Danvers resident and volunteer supporter of many sports in Danvers.  The 5K event is scheduled to 
take place on Sunday, October 10, 2021, with a 10 A.M. start time, beginning and ending at the H.R., Middle 
School.  Select Board member Duggan suggested that organizers coordinate with Rail Trail Chair (Paul 
McNulty) who may well offer assistance to race participants who will be navigating through the well-used rail 
trail on what could be a busy holiday weekend.  Select Board member Bernard agreed to speak with Mr. 
McNulty and motioned the Board to approve the application as presented, the motion was seconded by Se-
lect Board member Duggan, and approved 4-0.   
 
Gift acceptance:  In accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44m § 53A, Select Board member Bernard motioned the 
Board to accept a gift donation by the Danvers High School Class of 1981 of a gift bench (to be placed on the 
Library grounds facing or near the water) in memory of Chief Patrick Ambrose.  The motion was seconded by 
Select Board member Duggan and approved 4-0.  Select Board Chair Trask requested that an appropriate let-
ter of thanks be sent to the donors on behalf of the entire Board. 
 
Street layouts:  Town Engineer Stephen King appeared before the Select Board to request this “last step” in 
the taking of public ways as streets (approximately 70 remain).  Select Board Chair Trask asked how many 
streets remain for acceptance, and Mr. King reported that number is approximately 70, but no time frame 
has been established as yet.  Select Board member Duggan questioned water/sewer line absence on Sunset, 
and Mr. King reported that the issues were addressed in 2016.  There being no further questions, Select 
Board member Duggan motioned the Board as follows: 
 

“I move that the Board of Selectmen (now:  Select Board) take by Eminent Domain the fee simple of the 

following roadways laid out by the Board of Selectmen (Select Board) on March 16, 2021, accepted as 

Town Ways under Article 17 of the May 17, 2021 Annual Town Meeting, and as authorized by Town 

Meeting to acquire said fee in the ways:  Avon Road, Holly Lane, Sunset Avenue, and Vineyard Street. 

 

“Said taking of each fee in the way as being more particularly described in the respective Order of Taking 

to be executed by the Board of Selectmen (Select Board) this date.” 

 Select Board member Bernard seconded the motion, and it was approved 4-0. 
 
Update related to COVID protocols:  Public Health Director Ade Solarin and Public Health nurse Judith Ryan 
were in attendance regarding current state of covid protocols, and Mr. Solarin produced a PowerPoint 
presentation specific to the Town of Danvers, indicating that while there had been a dramatic decline in 
Jun/early July, there was a significant spike in mid-July/early August predominantly among unvaccinated indi-
viduals.  There were “break-through” cases (a person receiving a positive test result at least 14 days after the 
final dose of any Covid-19 vaccine).  Concerning trends include plateauing vaccination rates; increasing level 
of indoor activities; contagiousness of the Delta variant (i.e., 15-min. maximum exposure with mask vs. 1-
minute maximum exposure w/o mask).  Mr. Solarin reported that “we are  one variant away from rendering 
current vaccines useless.”   In addition, Essex County has been designated as a community with a high level of 
transmission, with the Delta variant the predominant strain.  Discussion followed as to what authorities are 
held by local Boards of Health moving forward, including what actions may be discussed as we near school 
openings.  Board members were in agreement that Public Health Departments have authorization by State 
law to take actions which are deemed in the public interest.  Beyond those measures, it is apparent that 
communities will need to look to the State for guidance in terms of mandated actions and urge people to be 
cautious in adopting their own personal protective measures.   Judith Ryan noted that the goal of public 



 

3 
 

 

health professionals is to “promote, protect, and prevent… with prevention being key.”    The Board expressed 
its appreciation for the excellent presentations by Ade and Judith. 
 
Discussion of new DPW facility:  DPW Director David Lane explained that, over many years, the Town and 
consultant have been evaluating the needs, locations, and working conditions of its various operational divi-
sions (water/sewer, electric, grounds, mechanical, etc.) with a view toward evaluating current and future 
needs.  If the Town were to focus on one consolidated location for all its DPW divisions, the site would need 
to be approximately 15 acres to house all operations in a building approximately 130,000 square feet (for 
comparison, the DHS complex is about 200,000 square feet).  Conservatively, a consolidated building parcel 
could be an area of 10-12 acres, but this is acreage difficult to find in Town.  Alternative suggestions ranged 
from Town-owned properties (i.e., Lebel’s Grove, Town forest), commercial sites (i.e., 114 parcels, Hollywood  
Hits, etc.), State-owned parcels, extensive renovations to existing, non-consolidated facilities, or even an in-
ter-municipal facility.  What became obvious throughout the discussion was that there are deficiencies at 
various sites, in particular at the Electric Division garage (Burroughs St.) which floods, and at the DPW Garage 
(Hobart St.) which lacks modern, efficient facilities and a wash station for trucks. After discussion, Mr. Lane 
committed to further research into the availability of commercial properties and State-owned land, given the 
Board’s strong, negative reaction to some suggested sites (“Lebel’s Grove is a non-starter.) or to the use of 
open space parcels in residential areas for a facility of this nature.  
 
Cost-of-service Charge:  David Lane, Electric Utility Dir., Clint Allen, Asst. Utility Dir., and Bill Hayes, Chair of 
the Municipal Light Board (MLB) were in attendance to discuss the $7.50 cost of service charge which had 
been added to electric utility bills in recent months.  A recent study identified the fixed costs to provide pow-
er to residential and commercial users.  It was further noted that, across the industry, the standard is to have 
a base customer charge, which is a good business practice and was recommended to us.   At present, cost of 
service charges average $23.22 and the MLB opted for approximately 30% of that charge.  The question was 
raised of whether it made sense to use a sliding scale, assessing a smaller fee to those who use minimal 
amounts of kilowatt hours, and Mr. Lane indicated that the MLB could take a look at this approach.  Mr. 
Hayes agreed that this was “a good idea,”  and concurred that better communication to ratepayers would 
have been a better approach, perhaps by way of the DPW newsletter so that residents would understand the 
purpose of the charge.   Given that the cost of service charge is likely to be permanent and incremental, every 
effort will be made to get the information to customers well in advance.   Brief, closing comments included 
the Electric Division’s budgetary involvement with roadway projects, which Mr. Lane explained are permissi-
ble under DPU regulations but limited in scope. 
 
The Town Clerk reported to the Board on the current precinct boundaries and how they will change accord-
ing to 2020 Federal Census figure (est. 28,087), which is awaiting finalization sometime in Septem-
ber/October.  When finalized, and as happens every ten years, announcement will be made that all current 
Town Meeting members will be required to stand for re-election (by declaration) and new candidates invited 
to run for election after acquiring the requisite number of signatures.  Town Meeting seats will then be  allo-
cated as follows:  Six members amassing the top number of votes receive a 3-year term.  (2) Six members 
amassing the next largest vote count receive a 2-year term.  (3) Final six members receive a 1-year term.  Any 
questions regarding this process should be directed to Town Clerk Cathy Ellsworth who also plans to hold a 
“workshop,” to further explain the process as a special addition to the upcoming fall Special Town Meeting.  
A vote by the Select Board will be required once the Secretary of State’s office confirms the final (estimated) 
census number and the “new” precinct boundaries have been agreed  upon.  There will be no need to estab-
lish a new, ninth precinct. 
 
Town Manager Report: 

• Smith School ribbon cutting,  September 25, 9 A.M. 
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• Citizens Academy application deadline was August 16; more applicants than available seats (20) for Sep-
tember 9 opening class. 

• Swearing-in ceremony for 10 members of DFD, including Fire Chief and Deputy Fire Chief, Thursday, Au-
gust 26, 6 P.M., DHS 

• Swearing-in ceremony for Police Chief and Captain, Thursday, September 2, 6 P.M., at DHS  

• Personnel update: 
➢ John Labelle, Chief Assessor (via Medford, Weston, Everett) begins August 23 
➢ Noelle Boc, Library Director, began August 16 
➢ Asst. Building Inspector (offer made and accepted) to begin early September 

• Covid-19 Lessons Learned: 
➢ Virtual services (permitting, bill paying, etc.) here to stay. 
➢ Critical weaknesses in our software applications need to be addressed perhaps with help of ARPA 

funds (system functioned but demand was overwhelming). 
➢ Remote work ”isn’t going away,” at times as many as 25 employees worked remotely, with prior ap-

proval. 
➢ Communication is key; maximize attention to website’s deficiencies.  

 
       These items may prove to be possible topics for further Select Board meeting discussion. 
 
The Town Manager and Select Board members discussed hybrid meeting capabilities, including which venues 
had more sophisticated capabilities (Senior Center, Toomey Room, Danvers High School) and those under 
consideration as candidates for upgrades (DPD Training Room; Burroughs St. conference room, Gordon Room 
or another meeting space at the Library).  In addition, equipping staff with appropriate training would be es-
sential.   
 
In the absence of Select Board member Bennett and on his behalf, the Town Manager noted that, as Chair of 
the Preservation Commission, Mr. Bennett and the membership concluded that, if there is no significant pro-
gress in the next sixty (60) days toward the preservation and relocation of the train station to the Hobart 
Street parking lot, the Commission would allow demolition to move forward.  Mr. Bennett himself wished to 
propose an agenda item for the September 7 meeting to gauge the Board’s interest in a fall Special Town 
Meeting warrant article to appropriate $1.2 million to restore and relocate the building to the aforemen-
tioned lot.  Select Board member Mills was adamant that no public monies should be spent on that building, 
and Select Board member Duggan asked for clarification on the Demolition Delay By-law.  The Town Manager 
committed to provide copies in the next Select Board packet to be sent out on September 3.  Select Board 
member Trask asked the audience and viewing public to send questions they have pertinent to this topic di-
rectly to Select Board member Bennett via his email address (dbennett@danversm.gov).  
 
Select Board member Duggan motioned the Board to approve the Consent Calendar as presented, seconded 
by Select Board Mills second the motion, and approved 4-0. 
 
Correspondence, Select Board “New Business,” previous “New Public Business” updates, and Select 
Board closing comments. 
 
Select Board member Bernard 

• Rail trail scheduled to meet in Toomey Room, August 19.  Thanks to Committee and volunteers for help 
with storage shed on Hobart Street and installation of benches.  In addition, Bi-peds’ assistance and do-
nations appreciated. 

• Danvers Affordable Housing Trust meeting on August 18. 

• Are we able to hear an update from either Aaron Henry or Matt Mozur about Airport activities? 
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Select Board member Mills 

• Under the guidance of  Jen Breaker, principal work of Cable Committee, negotiating for Town with Com-
cast (and Verizon), has been going well of late, with Comcast willing to agree to “something good.“  More 
information to follow in the coming weeks. 

• Human Rights & Inclusion (HRIC) monthly meeting at DPD Training Room.  At last meeting, HRIC awarded 
scholarships to four DHS students committed to the values and hopes of the Committee.   

• Unity posters available through H.R. office by request to Eileen Page (ext. 3031). 
 
Select Board member Duggan 

• Attended rail trail ribbon cutting event in Salisbury on Seabrook line attended by Lt. Gov. Polito, Trans-
portation Sec. Tesler, and officials representing MassDOT District 4.   Mentioned was Governor Baker’s 
interest and growing support for trail networks not just on the North Shore but throughout the State.  Of 
note is the network of mostly off-road trailways throughout Newburyport, Salisbury, Amesbury, and 
Newbury.  State funding was mentioned to be available, and the Town could potentially secure funds for 
the Nichols Street out to Hawthorne P.O. portion, given the unsafe Route 62/95 corridor (i.e., some type 
of protected pathway).  If Danvers could work on a preliminary design that might make us eligible for 
funding.  Middleton is willing to do some of the work,  if we could come up with the money (perhaps 
Lahey Health funding?).   

 
Select Board member Trask 

• Could we begin to have a rotating schedule of board/committee reports at our meetings?  Updates on a 
board/committee charge, in addition to what’s going on. 

• In Select Board member Bennett’s absence, Select Board member Trask asked everyone to remember 
active service men and women, as well as veterans, and to thank them for their service. 

 
By means of a roll call vote, the Board voted 4-0 to adjourn at 9:20 P.M. and to reconvene in Executive Ses-
sion, not to return to Public Session.    
 
 
 
Attest:  Catherine S. Ellsworth, Town Clerk 
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