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Danvers River Committee 
Thursday September 16, 2021 

Meeting Minutes 

 

The Danvers River Committee held a public meeting on Thursday September 16, 2021 at 

the Danvers Senior Center, at 6:00pm. 

 

Member(s) present:  Dan DeLorenzo, Chair 

Bob Moore 

Matthew Byrne 

Bill Fouhey 

Louie George 

Robert Hemeon 

Tom Perry 

Mike McCarthy 

Matt Duggan, Selectman Liaison  

Gardner Trask, Selectman Liaison 

 

Member(s) absent: Bill Nicholson, Vice Chair 

 

Staff Present:   Christopher Sanborn, Director of Natural Resources 

   Carolann Powers, Secretary 

   

Media Present:  None 

 

Other: Aaron Henry, Director of Land Use and Community Services 

 Georgia Pendergast, Planner, Town of Danvers 

 

Dan DeLorenzo, chair, called meeting to order at  6:02pm. 

 

Secretary’s Report:  

 

The committee was asked to accept the minutes of the August 19, 2021 meeting. 

 

Motion: Made by Bill Fouhey, seconded by Matt Byrne to accept the minutes of the 

August 16, 2021; All in favor  8:0.  

 

Chris Sanborn said in the essence of time and to accommodate the public in attendance 

the committee would hear new business first this evening.  The Waterfront Access Sites 

were the agenda item to be presented and discussed. 

 

New Business: 

 

Chris told the group that tonight they would be discussing three public waterfront access 

points, Bradstreet Ave., Choate Ave., and Mead St.  The other waterfront public access 



 2 

points: Eden Glen Ave, Hussey Ave & Hardy St., will be discussed at an upcoming River 

Committee meeting.  

 

Aaron Henry, Director of Land Use and Community Service and Georgia Pendergast, 

Staff Planner were in attendance along with Chris Sanborn, Director of Natural 

Resources, to present an update on the Waterfront Public Access Point status at 

Bradstreet Ave, Choate Ave, and Mead St. 

 

Chris S. noted that the Massachusetts Division of Machine Fisheries were not in 

attendance but were instrumental in this process.  He said the grant they provided allowed 

the town to perform the work on the project they are discussing tonight.   

 

Chris said concerns regarding waterfront public access had been brought forward the 

Board of Selectmen in late 2019.  This meeting is intended to share the research they 

found and give the community an opportunity to ask questions and have concerns 

addressed regarding the findings. 

 

The town’s representatives delivered a detailed presentation regarding these sites.  Please 

refer to the Waterfront Access Sites Presentation for details. 

 

Georgia Pendergast, Staff Planner, spoke to the group giving them a brief history of what 

has occurred in this process to date. Please refer to the Waterfront Access Sites 

Presentation for details(attached). 

 

Aaron Henry, Director of Land Use and Community Service spoke to the group regarding 

details of what the research found and what it means and what is currently happening at 

these Waterfront Access Sites.  He also presented a comparison of the three different 

types of Rights of Way. He noted that each location studied fell into one of these three 

categories which determined how each location was classified. Please refer to the 

Waterfront Access Sites Presentation for details. 

 

Mead St.:  

Georgia P. noted that Mead St.  is a public road, owned by town with access to the water. 

Signage was already at this site but new, updated, signage has been posted. Gardner 

Trask asked if there was any encroachment on Mead St. that needed to be mitigated.  The 

town representatives said no. Georgia stated that this area on Mead St. is clearly defined.  

Gardner Trask noted as reminder for him and others, property that may be owned by 

town although it may have been maintain by residents is not subject to Adverse 

Possession. Lou George asked how wide the public access point is on Mead St and 

wanted to know if there are any limitations regarding the usage of this access, for 

example motorized vehicles prohibited.  Georgia P. said the access point is 50’ wide, 

useable space.  Chris S. stated the signage here at Mead St. and at Bradstreet Ave. will be 

different than in other areas and is bound by same town by laws as other open space land 

in town. Chris said typically there are not issues requiring limitation of usage in that area.  

Bob H. asked if the town would consider, at some point, improving any of these access 

points to allow additional uses such as kayak use and storage.  Georgia Pendergast said 

https://www.danversma.gov/documents/waterfront-access-site-presentation-9-16-21/
https://www.danversma.gov/documents/waterfront-access-site-presentation-9-16-21/
https://www.danversma.gov/documents/waterfront-access-site-presentation-9-16-21/
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any construction/alteration within any of these access areas will require the review an 

approval of the Conservation Commission via necessary permitting; and noted there a no 

planned construction projects for these areas. If any plans were submitted for 

construction at or alteration to any of the access sites abutters would be notified.   

 

Bradstreet Ave.:  

Georgia P. said Bradstreet Ave. is a public access area and new public access signage has 

been posted.  She noted this is a long-standing access site that is regularly used.    

Gardner T. asked about the status of the fencing on right hand side of this area.  Chris S. 

said the fence on right hand side was addressed with the neighbor as his fence was on 

town property.  The fence on left side is on town property and is believed to have been 

installed by the town years ago.  Lou G. asked the size of this access way.  Georgia said it 

is approximately 50’ and no less than 40’.  Chris S. noted this was the second waterfront 

access site with the new signage stating usage and hours open to use. 

 

 

Choate Ave.: 

Georgia said Choate Ave. is a Private Way not public.  She noted that Southeast Essex 

Sewer abuts this property.  She said this site is more technical as far as the Town’s rights 

to this area go.  The town has same rights as the other landowners in this area.  Gardner 

T. asked the Registry of Deeds states who owns this property.  Aaron Henry said the 

owner is the one who originally built the subdivision.  Aaron noted the Derelict Fee 

Statute tells us there is a party that owns the property, but it doesn’t tell us who has the 

rights to the property. This is particular access area is a little murky regarding ownership.  

Aaron H. noted in the GIS mapping of these access points there are holes in the map, and 

it is not noted who owns it.  All of the abutters who have rights to this way would need to 

be in agreement and all would need to be on any application for permitting through the 

Conservation Commission to make any changes to this location.  Gardner T. said we 

should not presume that it is just abutters to these rights of ways but all those who are in 

this area that is considered a sub-division, which is a very large area. Lou G. asked about 

those people with rights to the way in regard to using this area, were there any usage 

restrictions etc. Aaron said anybody with rights to the way can make improvements but is 

not allowed to frustrate others use to this land.  Lou G. asked about eminent domain 

regard to the access ways.  Aaron H. said those streets in question would have to be 

accepted by town meeting to clarify ownership and rights, same as access ways. If the 

town accepts the way, it also accepts the access ways as they are an extension of these 

ways. Matt B. asked what the next step is in regard to clarifying ownership and what the 

signage would say at this location. Gardner T. asked if it would delineate not only what 

people could do, but also what they can’t.  He said this process will clearly set boundaries 

for usage.  It was noted that the is no signage on the Choate Ave access way currently. It 

is still to be determined what that signage should say. 

 

The other sites have updated signage.  A picture of the updated signage was shown to the 

group.  
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Lou G. asked about Riverside/Bates Street area that the town no longer has an interest in.  

Aaron H. said that the town has removed their signage.  This is no longer marked as a 

public access way.  The neighborhood was not notified that they may or may not have 

rights this way.  Chris S. noted that the residents have since put up signage stating the 

access way is for residents only. 

 

Chris S. summarized the Presentation and stated he hoped that it eased some concerns 

for the residents in these areas.  He noted there are no plans for construction at these 

locations.  He opened up the meeting for public discussion. 

  

Mark Hemenway, Resident, 8 Doty Ave. asked if any additional signage would be place 

on Elliot St. regarding these access points. 

 

Resident, 8 Doty Ave., said it sounds like we all have some partial ownership of this area, 

and it sounds like Public Access signage will go up no matter what the residents say. She 

asked if the residents would have the opportunity to change these plans to put up signs.  

Georgia P. noted that Doty Ave and Choate Ave. are two different ways.  She asked if 

any protection would be given to residents regarding parking and access to their 

driveways etc. Aaron H. said he doesn’t believe the guidance they were given will go 

beyond legally who owns these ways and there was not a clear chart plan.   

 

Residents were worried about parking in the area and those parking to close to their 

driveways. 

 

Lisa Stavaridis Resident, 16 Choate Ave. was also concerned about parking.  Stated she 

loves seeing people enjoy this spot, but her issue is with people coming there after hours, 

sitting in cars, and leaving trash and broken bottles behind etc.  She asked it there can be 

a signage that states access from dawn to dusk. Gardener Trask said it is a balancing act 

to do so. If you are to get all those who have rights to that area to agree including town.  

She doesn’t want to invite people to the area but also doesn’t want to prevent access.  She 

is not comfortable with those just hanging out and leaving trash behind.  Traffic w/ SESD 

in addition to additional public access traffic.   

 

John Stavaridis, Resident, 16 Choate Ave. does not want a sign.  He said generally 

speaking people in the area know that the public access way is there, and he would like to 

keep it the way it is.  He said they don’t want to attract inappropriate activity. He said 

appropriate public use is fine, he just doesn’t want to attract more activity.  

 

Resident, 8 Doty Ave. agreed, she does not want signage at the public access point.   

 

Gardner T told the group the intent of Selectmen at the start of this project was to affect 

change, to know what the delineating property lines are.  Georgia P. noted Choate Ave, is 

not listed on the town maps as having water access. 

 

Chip Madden, resident, 41 Choate Ave, as if residents would we be notified if any 

additional meetings were to be held regarding this matter.  

https://www.danversma.gov/documents/waterfront-access-site-presentation-9-16-21/
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Bob Hemeon, River Committee member, who also lives on Doty Ave. said the sign on 

Bradstreet Ave. public access point stating dawn to dusk makes him feel good, he felt 

that is implies you need to be respectful of neighbors and abutters.  He was wondering if 

this signage would eliminate the late-night problem.  

 

Mr. Stavaridis said things have changed a lot over the years, currently more of the 

activity they see is during the day.  He feels that those who are interested in proper use of 

the area know it is there and there is no need to add signage in fear it would invite more 

usage or inappropriate usage of the area. 

 

Lou G. asked what has changed over past few years that has affected the usage of this 

area.  He asked if it was a “paper street” issue regarding the access road to South Essex 

Sewage District that a neighbor purchased and since closed off.  It was again stated that 

the residents have no issue with people using the area responsibly, but they don’t want to 

invite inappropriate usage. Matt B. asked for clarification of the paper street matter.  

They were referring to the access that was from Doty Ave to Chevalier Ave.  Both access 

points on either end of the paper street have been claimed and it is now closed off on both 

ends.  Matt B. said he asked because some maps list streets as through ways when they 

are dead ends.  He has noticed that recently GPS has updated and acknowledged these are 

no longer through ways but rather dead-end streets and wondered if this may be 

contributing to less through traffic.  

  

The residents in attendance thanked the group for listening. 

 

Residents asked if they will be updated if any changes are to be made in regard to this 

project.  Chris S. said yes abutters and neighbors will be informed.   

 

Old Business: 

 

Chris Sanborn gave the committee a waterfront update.  

 

Chris said not much had changed since last month’s meeting, it has been relatively quiet 

since the last meeting.  He said that permitting season has closed and they are wrapping 

up Pump Out Boat services for season. Chris, again, noted the overall number of permits 

issued this season has far exceeded the number permits issued previous years.  He said 

boating is back this year and to date he is pleased to report there have been no major 

incidents. It’s been a good quiet season.   

 

Gardner Trask noted there were no new updates on the proposed MMWC Power Plant 

Project in Peabody. To his knowledge the plan has been approved and is moving forward.  

They town feels their questions and concerns have been answered to this point. 

 

Chris S. said the committee will plan to continue to me the third Thursday of the month.  

 

Motion: Motion made by  Lou George, seconded by Bill Fouhey, to adjourn the meeting 

of September 16, 2021. All in favor: 8:0 
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cc: Steve Bartha, Town Manager  

 David Mountain, Recreation Director   


