
 

The following definitions are proposed to be added to, amended, or removed from Section 40 Definitions, 
and inserted in appropriate alphabetical order. 
 
ACCESSORY BUILDING / STRUCTURE: A subordinate detached building located on the same lot with the 
main building, occupied or devoted to an accessory use. 
 

Figure 1: Accessory Building 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 
ACCESSORY USE: The use of a building or premises for purposes incidental to a principal use 
permitted as a right or by special permit and customarily found in connection therewith and located on the 
same lot as the principal use. 

Residential  in accordance with Section 9, Table of Uses and all applicable definitions 
Commercial / Industrial / Institutional  on-site employee cafeterias, structured parking garages 
(per Table of Uses), and indoor / outdoor recreational / entertainment / sports facilities. 

 
Accessory Use: A use subordinate to the Principal Use on the same lot or in the same structure and 
serving a purpose customarily incidental to the Principal Use, and which does not, in effect, constitute 
conversion of the Principal Use of the lot, site or structure to a use not otherwise permitted. 

 
Biotech or Biotechnology: The use of modern biological techniques for industrial or research purposes. 
The term shall include any industrial or research activities which use recombinant DNA molecules 
(rDNA) or organisms and viruses containing rDNA. 
 
Building Commissioner: The person occupying the office of Building Commissioner, or otherwise 

authorized to issue building permits, as stated in M.G.L. Chapter 143, Section 3, and the Danvers 
Zoning Bylaw. 

 
Building Coverage:  That area expressed as a percent of the total lot area, covered by principal and accessory 

structures. 
 
BUILDING INSPECTOR: (see Inspector of Buildings) 



 

 

Figure 2: Building Coverage 

 
 
  



 

 

  
 
Change of Use: a change in the utilization or occupancy of a property or building from one use to 
another. Uses are defined in Table One of the Danvers Zoning Bylaw. 
 
Character Based Zoning Districts (CBZD): a method of development regulation that 
emphasizes the physical character of development and includes the regulation of land uses with less 
emphasis on land and building function than conventional zoning. 
 
DEVELOPMENT OR LAND DEVELOPMENT: The division of a parcel of land into two (2) or more 
parcels; 
the construction, reconstruction, conversion, structural alteration, relocation or enlargement of any 
structure; any mining, excavation, landfill or land disturbance, and any use or extension of the use of land. 
Access permits are considered proposals for land development. Development does not include the 
following: 
1. work by a highway or public works department or railroad company for the maintenance or 
improvement of a road or railroad track, if the work is carried out on land within the rightof- 
way; 
2. work by a public utility maintaining, installing, or building mains, pipes, cables, tunnels, 
power lines, towers, poles, tracks, etc.; 
3. work conducted entirely on the interior of a structure; 
4. a change in the ownership or form of ownership of any property; 
5. the creation or termination of rights of access, easements, or covenants; 
6. planting of landscaping materials 
 
DEVELOPMENT OR LAND DEVELOPMENT:  The construction, reconstruction, conversion, structural 
alteration, relocation or enlargement of any structure; any use or extension of the use of land; the subdivision 
or assemblage of lots or parcels into a new configuration. Access permits are considered proposals for land 
development. 
 
DWELLING  SINGLE FAMILY: A building or structure containing not more than one (1) dwelling 
unit 
intended or designed to be occupied by one (1) family. (Note: two definitions are being added under a 
separate article to insert definitions for   Single 

, which were adopted or referenced in articles adopted by Town Meeting in 2017 and 
2020.) 
 
DWELLING  MULTI-FAMILY DWELLING UNITS: A residential building containing four or 
more rooms arranged, intended or dwelling units designed to be for occupancy by the same number of 
families as the number of dwelling units where the individual dwelling units are not located on separate 
lots. 
 
DWELLING UNIT: One (1) or more rooms arranged, intended or designed to be occupied by one (1) 
family and to provide complete facilities for living, sleeping and eating. 
 
DWELLING UNIT: One or more rooms designed, occupied or intended for occupancy as separate living 

quarters, with cooking, sleeping and sanitary facilities provided within the dwelling unit for the 
exclusive use of a single family maintaining a household inclusive of, if applicable, an Accessory 
Dwelling Unit.  

 
Floor Area:  The sum of the total area of all floors enclosed by the exterior walls of a building. 
 
GROSS Floor Area - Gross: The sum of the horizontal areas of the several floors of all buildings on the 

same lot, measured from the exterior face of exterior walls (or from the centerline of a wall separating 



 

 

two buildings), including elevator shafts and stairwells at each floor and interior balconies and 
mezzanines, but not including interior vehicle parking and locating areas, cellars with walls more 
than 50% below grade, and areas having less than six feet floor to ceiling height. 

 
GROSS LEASABLE Floor Area - Gross Leasable: This area shall only include the area used for the public 

display and sales of goods and services, as well as accessory offices, customer / patron assembly / 
waiting areas, but shall exclude areas used principally for nonpublic purposes such as storage, 
incidental repair, processing or packaging of merchandise, for shop windows, for offices incidental 
to the management or maintenance of stores or buildings, for toilet or rest rooms, for utilities or for 
dressing rooms, fitting or alteration rooms. 

 
Floor Area- Net: The sum, in square feet, of the occupiable or habitable area in a building, not including 

accessory unoccupied areas (stairs, elevator & HVAC shafts, mechanical rooms, etc.) or the 
thickness of walls. 

 
Floor Area Ratio: Gross floor area of all buildings on the lot or PDAlots measured in square feet, 
divided by the total square footage of the lot or Planned Development Area (PDA).lots. 
 
Fuel Storage: Bulk storage of fuel, natural gas, propane, gasoline, or any petroleum based products to 

 
storage within fuel trucks parked on site. [clarify storage in trucks]. 
 
IMPERVIOUS SURFACE: Those areas of the lot dedicated to structures, structured parking facilities, surface 
parking areas and driveways. 
 
IMPERVIOUS SURFACE:  Any surface on or above the ground that prevents water from infiltrating through 

the underlying soil, or which reduces or prevents the absorption of stormwater into previously 
undeveloped land. Examples include, without limitation: buildings, driveways, parking lots, patios, 
roof tops, sidewalks, streets, and any areas surfaced with asphalt, compacted soil, concrete, or gravel.   

 
INSPECTOR OF BUILDINGS:  The duly authorized building department administrative chief responsible for 

the enforcement of this by-law hereinafter referred to as "Building Inspector." 
 
LOCAL INSPECTOR (BUILDING INSPECTOR):  The duly authorized inspector who shall assist the Inspector 

of Buildings in the performance of his duties and enforcement of this by-law hereinafter referred to 
as Building Inspector. 

 
LOT COVERAGE - BUILDING:  That area expressed as a percent of the total lot area, covered by principal and 

accessory structures. 
 
LOT Coverage  Impervious Surface: The percentage of the lot covered by impervious surfaces as related 

to the total lot area. 
 
OPEN SPACE: The creation of usable open space for passive recreation, preservation of scenic areas or 
views, preservation of natural resources, contribution to a network of open space as part of the 
Danvers Open Space and Recreation Plan, or other similar uses. 

Open Space, Common: Land within or related to a development, not individually owned or dedicated for 
public use that is designed and intended for the common use of the residents of the development. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Principal Building. The building or buildings containing the primary use on a lot. The connection of a 
principal building to an accessory building by means of an unenclosed and unheated structure such 
as a breezeway, walkway or deck, shall not make the accessory building into part of the principal 
building. Figure 1 illustrates an example of the relationship of a principal building to an accessory 
building. 

 
Principal Use: The main or primary purpose for which a structure, building, or lot is designed, arranged, 

licensed, or intended, or for which it may be used, occupied, or maintained. 
 
Research & Development Facility: An establishment or laboratory which engages in research, experimental 

and testing activities, including but not limited to the fields of biology, biotechnology, chemistry, 
electronics, engineering, geology, medicine, and physics. This may include the repair or controlled 
production of high-technology, medical supplies or instruments, electronic, industrial or scientific 
products or commoditiesSome production is allowed, but the primary function will be research. 

 
Shopping Center:  A parcel of land consisting of one or more contiguous lots and/or one or more buildings, 

which may include buildings connected by a continuous enclosed mall and/or free-standing 
building
500,000 square feet of gross leasable floor area, with stores, banks, offices, restaurants, repairer 
and service establishments, and/or other businesses that are ordinary to shopping centers, with the 
exception of indoor  entertainment/recreation/ sports facility.  The shopping center area, then, may 
be considered as if it were located on one lot for the purpose of the Zoning By-Laws, with 
exceptions noted in pertinent districts.  The shopping center shall be subject to an operating 
agreement or leasehold arrangements stipulating that areas used in common, including a central 
enclosed mall area and exterior parking and circulation areas, will be under integrated management.  
Parking requirements may cross lot lines, provided copies of executed documents for lease or 

Inspector of BuildingsBuilding 
Commissioner, and the Planning Division office. 

 
Site Coverage: The sum of all parts of a lot that are covered by a principal or accessory building or other 

structure, such parts of the lot to be delineated by the intersection of the ground with the vertical 
plane of the outermost walls or projections of a building or structure whether in contact with the 
ground or projecting over it 

 
STRUCTURE:  Anything constructed or erected, the use of which requires a fixed location on the ground, or 

attachment to something located on the ground, including, but not limited to: buildings; mobile 
homes; billboards; tanks; solar energy systems, or the parts thereof. Excluded are paved surfaces such 
as a driveway, a walk or a patio, or utilities attached to a building and not affixed to the ground..Any 
combination of materials assembled, constructed, erected or maintained at a fixed location and placed 
permanently or temporarily in or on the ground.  Structures include but are not limited to buildings, 
sheds, pavilions, any wall,signs, appurtenant elements to buildings and structures (such as porches, 
decks, and roof antennae), wireless communications facilities, swimming pools, storage containers, 
flagpoles.  

 


