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Danvers Select Board Minutes                        December 7, 2021  

 
 
The regular meeting of the Danvers Select Board was held on Tuesday, December 7, 2021, at 6 P.M. in the Daniel J. 
Toomey Hearing Room, Town Hall, 1 Sylvan Street, Danvers. Present were Gardner S. Trask III, Chairman; Daniel C. 
Bennett; Maureen A. Bernard; Matthew E. Duggan; and David A. Mills. The Pledge of Allegiance, led by Select Board 
member Bennett, was recited by all in attendance. 
 
On a motion by Select Board member Bennett, seconded by Select Board member Bernard, the Board voted 5-0 to 
accept the Minutes of November 16, 2021 meeting, as amended.  
 
New Public Business: There was no new business introduced.  
 
Dutrochet “Dee” Djoko and other members of the Human Rights and Inclusion Committee were present to express 
their support for a proclamation recognizing the month of January as “Holocaust Education & Awareness Month”  
and January 27, 2021, as “International Holocaust Remembrance Day” in the Town of Danvers.  Select Board mem-
ber Mills read the proclamation in its entirety.  A motion followed in support of this request by Select Board mem-
ber Mills, seconded by Select Board member Bennett, and voted 5-0.  At this time, the Town Manager spoke of an 
educational opportunity, sponsored by the Lappin Foundation, for a limited number of participants (25 DHS stu-
dents and 25 Danvers adult community leaders) to attend a free symposium on six Thursdays (6:30-8 P.M. at Dan-
vers High School to increase public awareness of the Holocaust and its aftermath in an effort to combat anti-
Semitism and to recognize the value and dignity of each person.  “Without talking about the past, it’s hard to move 
forward.”   The Select Board expressed their appreciation to the HRIC for their donation of 10 copies of “Waking Up 
White,” to each Board member and five copies for the Peabody Institute Library. 
 
A public hearing was held under Chapter 138 of the General Laws on the application of Texas Roadhouse 
Holdings, LLC, d/b/a Texas Roadhouse, 301 Newbury Street, Justin Bourgeois, Manager, for a Change of 
Manager at that location.  Andrew Upton, representing the licensee, and Justin Bourgeois, a 17-year employee 
of the company, were on hand to respond to questions from the Board.   Having confirmed that (1) there would 
be a Manager (or alternate) on site whose name appears on the license during the restaurant’s hours of 
operation; that (2) said managers are TIPS-certified; and that (3) each has experience with the service of alcohol 
and supervision of servers, a motion was made by Select Board member Bennett to close the public hearing, 
seconded by Select Board member Bernard, and approved 5-0.  Select Board member Bennett motioned the 
Board to approve the request, as presented, seconded by Select Board member Duggan, and approved 5-0.   
 
Chief Assessor John Labelle and Finance Director Rodney Conley were on hand to conduct the Annual 2022 Tax 
Classification Hearing, “to determine the allocation of the local property tax to be borne by the four classes of 
real property (Residential, Commercial, Industrial, Personal).    Open Space here in town is classified in another 
way; i.e.,  town-owned, private land for agricultural or recreational use, or state owned.   
 
On a motion by Select Board member Bennett, seconded by Select Board member Mills, the Board voted 5-0 
“NO” to an Open Space Discount.   
On a motion by Select Board member Bennett, seconded by Select Board member Mills, the Board voted 5-0 
“NO” to a Residential exemption.   
On a motion by Select Board member Bennett, seconded by Select Board member Mills, the Board voted 5-0 
“NO” to a Small commercial exemption.   
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On a motion by Select Board member Bennett, seconded by Select Board member Mills, the Board voted 5-0 
“YES” to grant authority to the Chairman of the Board of Assessors to sign on behalf of the Select Board on the 
DOR Gateway.  
  
Select Board member Bennett motioned the Board to adopt a Residential factor of 1.50 (increases of $89 single 
family; $44 condominium; $12 multi-family) to extend relief to homeowners ineligible for Federal/PPP loan 
assistance, seconded by Select Board member Bernard, and voted 2-3 (Select Board members Duggan, Mills, 
and Trask opposed); the motion failed.   
 
Select Board member Trask motioned the Board to adopt a CIP shift of 1.4220 (with a .8766 residential factor) 
seconded by Select Board member Mills, and voted 3-2 (Select Board members Bennett and Bernard opposed); 
the motion passed.   
 
The Town Manager noted the existence of a “check box” on tax bills allowing for a voluntary contribution (as 
little as $1) to fund tax relief above and beyond available statutory exemptions.  Over the years, it has grown to 
approximately $30-40,000.  A recommendation has been made to establish a committee (Chief Assessor, 
Treasurer, and 3 Select Board-named members) to discuss and set parameters as to recipients and the amount 
to be disbursed annually in accordance with MGL Ch. 60, § 3 (d).  Suggestions forthcoming for membership 
included persons affiliated with Danvers Housing Authority, Cultural Council, and Senior Center.  The decision 
was made to look at what can be done moving forward and to seek members whose background would qualify 
them to serve.  A more detailed discussion of the process is anticipated at either the next December (21) 
meeting on a meeting in January (4 or 18).  Chief Assessor indicated that disbursement of funds should occur in 
a similar time frame as that followed for statutory exemptions.   
 
The Select Board reviewed the list of liquor license renewals (50) for CY 2022, with Select Board member Bennett 
motioning the Board to approve the list (49), with the exception of the Polish Club, given that there is  no manager of 
record at present, seconded by Select Board member Bernard, without the motion culminating in a vote.  Following 
further discussion, Select Board member Bennett amended his vote to approve the liquor license renewals (50) as 
presented, seconded by Select Board member Mills, and voted 5-0.  
 
Town Manager Update 

• The recently released State budget includes $150,000 in funding for a Town wide Strategic Plan, one of the 
Board’s adopted goals; and these funds will go a long way toward completing the plan.  Cost proposals will 
begin to be solicited.  

• The Town Manager, accompanied by Finance Director Conley and Finance Committee member Blake, met with 
Essex Tech Admissions Sub-committee on Tuesday in response to the request from Danvers to limit continually 
rising numbers of Danvers students, given the impact it has on the Town’s budget.  The Essex Tech Chair and 
Superintendent are on record as saying that they see no reason to change the admissions policy.  The Town 
Manager reported that the Town, unilaterally, is unable to refuse fully funding the Town’s assessment.  “If one-
third of the communities reject their assessments, the Essex Tech budget goes back to their School Committee.”   

• The Select Board discussed the Community Preservation Act (CPA) information provided by the Town Manager, 
agreeing that there is merit to bringing this to voters for consideration by way of Town Meeting or referendum.  
State matching funds, which had slipped to 20%, have now rebounded to 40%.  The Select Board was in agree-
ment that a committee to review the question of adoption of CPA for a vote by the Select Board is advisable.  
Those interested in serving should contact the Town Manager.  Select Bord member Bennett asked that consid-
eration be given to an alternative method of acceptance through a local ballot question in accordance with 
MGL Ch. 44, § 3 (h).  
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The Board will consider Consent Calendar items as they appear below.  While Select Board member 
Bennett was poised to motion the Select Board to approve the Consent Calendar as presented, he 
expressed his discomfort with voting licenses for the category “Miscellaneous” and requested that the 
Select Board defer this vote until 12/21, as reflected in an amended motion to approve the Consent 
Calendar as presented for Common Victualler, Class 1, and Class 2 Dealers’ licenses, seconded by Select 
Board member Bernard, and voted 5-0. 

 
Correspondence, Select Board “New Business,” previous “New Public Business” updates, and Select Board 
closing comments. 
 
Select Board member Duggan 

• Voiced his strong support for the Community Preservation Act (CPA). 

• “Eighty years was the attack on Pearl Harbor.”  What followed at that time was a sense of 
cohesiveness within American society that has been lost in the past few years.  Last Friday, President 
Biden issued a proclamation encouraging all Americans to reflect on the bravery exhibited on that and 
subsequent days and urged all to consider the sacrifices made.  Give thanks and appreciation to 
survivors.   

Select Board member Mills 

• Spoke enthusiastically about Senior Center activities, “wonderfully interesting for seniors to do.”  

• Urged gentlemen to give the over 50 men’s dinner a try; nice dinner and guest speaker, Activities 
at senior center; filled with wonderfully interesting things for seniors to do 12/21 roasted tom turkey 
drive-through availability  

• Day program available for folks who are care giving at home and need a break 1 or 2 days a week.   

• HRIC report published; Select Board members should have a copy.  

Select Board member Bernard 

• Danvers Housing Authority doing well, putting together budget, and continuing to practice COVID 
protocols. 

• “Thank you” to John and Rodney for putting together the PowerPoint presentation and meeting 
beforehand.  “Your time and effort appreciated.” 

Select Board member Trask 

• Regrets being away and having missed the tree and Menorah-lighting ceremonies. 

• Thanksgiving has passed, but there are still people in need, and the Food Pantry can always use 
donations.   

• “Toys for Tots” donation bin in lobby of Town Hall for unwrapped gifts. 

• Good points made about CPA, and there’s no decision (negative [2016]) that can’t be reconsidered.  
Perhaps a sub-committee of the Board to prepare a CPA article for ATM?  Town Manager will look at 
path for moving forward and report back to Select Board members. 

Select Board member Bennett 

• Always remember to thank a vet for his/her service.  “Good night, Danvers.” 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:05 P.M. 
 
Attest:  Catherine S. Ellsworth, Town Clerk 


