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AN UNSEASONABLY WARM AND SUNNY VETERANS DAY

NEARLY TWO HUNDRED DANVERS RESIDENTS AND FRIENDS CELEBRATED VETERANS DAY TOGETHER AT THORPE SCHOOL
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TO OUR VETERANS 
AND THEIR FAMILIES
TO OUR VETERANS 
AND THEIR FAMILIES

The Danvers Veteran Service Office was established to 
support our veteran community and help ensure that our 
veterans obtain the resources necessary relating to key 
areas, including: 

■ VA Benefits

■ State and Local Benefits and incentives

■ Mental Health & Wellness

■ Transition & Sustainment

■ Food Insecurity, Homelessness & Housing 

Today, we will launch our new electronic email 
newsletter (also available via snail mail ) with the sole 
mission of providing information about life-changing 
resources, support, events and experiences to Service 
Members, Veterans, and their Families within our 
community at large.  

It is our way of keeping informed and supporting all 
those who were willing to make the ultimate sacrifice for 
us and who may now need help or information on services 
available to them.   Additionally, we will be sharing many 
heroic stories of local veterans service to help empower 
the military community and recognize those who have 
courageously served and share their journey. 

Our vision is to create a successful future for every 
Service Member, Veteran, and family who call Danvers 
home, by connecting them with the necessary resources 
and support that they need. I and my staff, remain 
committed to assisting the men and women who have 
defended our freedoms by partnering with the many state 
and local organizations who provide a variety of veteran 
services.

We hope that you follow along with us on this new 
initiative. 

Find out more information by checking out our web 
page:

www.danversma.gov/departments/veterans-services/
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VA has extended the presumptive 
period to Dec. 31, 2026 for qualifying 
chronic disabilities rated 10% or more 
resulting from undiagnosed illnesses 
in Persian Gulf War Veterans to ensure 
benefits established by Congress are 
fairly administered.

If an extension of the current 
presumptive period was not 
implemented, service members whose 
conditions arise after Dec. 31, 2021 
would be substantially disadvantaged 
compared to service members whose 
conditions manifested at an earlier 
date.

Limiting entitlement to benefits due 
to the expiration of the presumptive 
period would be premature given that 
current studies remain inconclusive as 
to the cause and time of onset of 
illnesses suffered by Persian Gulf War 
Veterans.

VA presumes certain medically 
unexplained illnesses are related to 
Persian Gulf War service without 
regard to cause, including, chronic 
fatigue syndrome, fibromyalgia, 
functional gastrointestinal disorders. 
Also included are undiagnosed 
illnesses with symptoms that may 

include but are not limited to 
abnormal weight loss, cardiovascular 
disease, muscle and joint pain, 
headache, menstrual disorders, 
neurological and psychological 
problems, skin conditions, respiratory 
disorders and sleep disturbances.

Persian Gulf War Veterans who are 
experiencing any of the symptoms 
listed above and other unexplained 
medical issues are encouraged to file a 
compensation claim for them.

VA extends presumptive period 
for Persian Gulf War Veterans

News Sections:
Benefits, News Releases, Top Stories
Published On: October 28th, 2021
VA | Office of Media Relations

SOURCE: https://blogs.va.gov/VAntage/96639/va-extends-presumptive-period-for-persian-gulf-war-veterans/

Types of Veteran ID cards
There are many types of identication cards you can use to show you’re a Veteran. You only need to have 
one of them for this purpose. Learn about the different types of VA ID cards and other Veteran ID options.

Department
of Defense 

Identication Card

Veteran Health 
Identication 

Card

Veteran 
Identication 

Card

Veteran’s designation
on a state-issued 

driver’s license or ID

A Veteran ID Card (VIC) 
is a form of photo ID you can 
use to get discounts offered to 
Veterans at many stores, 
businesses, and restaurants. 
When you have this card, you 
won’t need to carry around 
your mil i tary discharge 
papers or share sensitive 
personal information to 
receive discounts. If you have 
a VIC, you don’t need to 
request another type of photo 
ID card to prove you’re a 
Veteran or to get retail or 
business discounts.

SOURCE: https://www.va.gov/records/get-veteran-id-cards/

A Department of Defense 
(DoD) Identification Card is 
used to show your military 
status and to get access to 
services at military bases. You 
may also use this card to get 
discounts offered to Veterans 
at many stores, businesses, 
and restaurants. If you have a 
DoD Identification Card, you 
don’t need to request another 
type of photo ID card to prove 
you’re a Veteran or to get 
retail or business discounts.

When you’re enrolled in 
VA health care, you get a 
Veteran Health Identification 
Card (VHIC) that you use to 
check in to your appointments 
at VA medical centers. You 
may also use this card to get 
discounts offered to Veterans 
at many stores, businesses, 
and restaurants. If you have a 
VHIC, you don’t need to 
request another type of photo 
ID card to prove you’re a 
Veteran or to get retail or 
business discounts.

At this time, all 50 states 
and Puerto Rico offer a 
Veteran designation (an 
identifying mark) printed on 
state-issued driver’s licenses 
or IDs. The type of Veteran 
designation may vary from 
state to state. If you have a 
Veteran’s designation, you 
may be able to get discounts 
offered to Veterans at many 
s tores ,  bus inesses ,  and 
restaurants.

DANVERS VETERANS NEWSLETTER
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NEW VA PAY RATES 2022
VA Disability
Percentage

10% $152.64 XXXXXXX XXXXXXX XXXXXXX

$301.74 XXXXXXX XXXXXXX XXXXXXX20%

Amount
With

Spouse
Per Child

Under Age 18
Per Child Over

Age 18 in School

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Non Service Pension Vet: 

SOURCE: https://www.va.gov/disability/compensation-rates/veteran-rates/

Vet - A&A No Spouse:$1,229.00 $1,229.00

Non Service Pension Vet with Spouse: Vet - A&A No Spouse with Spouse: 

Widow DIC: 

$1,609.00 $1,609.00

$1,437.66 + $356.16 A&A

Widows Pension: 

Can deduct medical expenses

Less than $138,489.00 in assets / income

Widows A&A: 

Widow DIC 10 yr : 

$824.00*

*
$824.00

$1,742.94

$467.39 $522.39 $27.00 $89.00

$673.28 $747.28 $36.00 $119.00

$958.44 $1,050.44 $46.00 $149.00

$1,214.03 $1,325.03 $55.00 $178.00

$1,529.95 $1,659.95 $64.00 $208.00

$1,778.43 $1,926.43 $73.00 $238.00

$1,998.52 $2,165.52 $83.00 $268.00

$3,332.06 $3,517.84 $92.31 $298.18

V E T E R A N s ’
C O F F E E  S O C I A L S & M E E T I N G S

Veterans’ Coffee Socials and Meetings are great opportunities to socialize and find connection and support. 
We discuss benefits, events, community, and eventually crack some jokes! Below you can find the Danvers’ weekly
and monthly schedules and, some of our neighbor communities as well. 

American Legion
VFW Post 2359
5 Conant St - Danvers
2nd Thursday of the month
7:00 pm - 8:30 pm

Danvers Veterans Council
VFW Post 2359
5 Conant St - Danvers
Last Wednesday of the month
7:00 pm - 8:30 pm

Danvers Coffee Social
Danvers Senior Center
25 Stone St. - Danvers
First Wednesday of the month
9:00 am - 10:00 am

WEEKLY SOCIALS
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VA WELCOME KIT
Whether you’re just getting out of the service or you’ve been a civilian for years now, the VA 

Welcome Kit can help guide you to the benefits and services you’ve earned.

Based on where you are in life, your VA benefits and services can support you in different ways. 
Keep your welcome kit handy so you can turn to it throughout your life—like when it’s time to go 
to school, get a job, buy a house, get health care, retire, or make plans for your care as you age.

Print out your VA Welcome Kit 

https://www.va.gov/welcome-kit/

DANVERS VETERANS NEWSLETTER
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On an unseasonably warm and 
sunny Veterans Day, nearly two 
hundred Danvers residents and friends 
gathered at the Thorpe School and 
Veterans Memorial Field for the 
annual Veterans Day Ceremony. 

Following an invocation by Rev. 
Michael J. Doyle, pastor of Saint 
Mary of the Annunciation Church and 
himself a retired Navy chaplain, the 
Danvers Police and Fire Departments 
presented the colors as the Danvers 
High School Chamber Singers sang 
the Star-Spangled Banner.

Following the Pledge of 
Allegiance, led by Danvers’ Veterans 
Services Officer  and USMC veteran 
Kelley Rayos-Teixeira, words of 
welcome from Danvers Town 
Manager Steve Bartha, and a 
presentation on the Missing Soldier by 

VETERANS DAY 2021
An unseasonably warm and sunny Veterans Day

DANVERS VETERANS NEWSLETTER

Colonel Dana Albert, a Danvers native and retired Marine Colonel Dana Albert, a Danvers native and retired Marine Colonel Dana Albert, a Danvers native and retired Marine 

American Legion Post 180 
Commander and Navy veteran Ray 
Young, Danvers Girl Scouts 
entertained the attendees with the 
Grand Old Flag.

The audience then had the pleasure 
of enjoying recollections of Colonel 
Dana Albert (photo), a Danvers native 
and retired Marine now living in 
Florida.  Colonel Albert regaled those 
present with stories of an errant youth 
that was given remarkable opportunity 
during his time in the service.  The 
Colonel’s message was especially 
poignant for the young men and 
women in the audience—that service 
to the country, either through the 
military or fulltime volunteer 
programs like the Peace Corps or 
AmeriCorps, can create a world of 
challenge and opportunity for young 

people who are unsure about their 
future—and can lead to a rewarding 
career.

Following the Danvers High 
School Chamber Singers rendition of 
God Bless America, event MC and 
retired Air Force veteran Richard 
Moody directed those present to the 
Veterans Memorial Stone where there 
was a Gun Salute by the Danvers 
Alarm List Company and the playing 
of taps by DHS Band members Kevin 
Sydlowski and Owen Eckelkamp.  
Father Doyle led the attendees in a 
benediction before the public were 
invited forward to place their 
flags—distributed by the Danvers Boy 
Scouts—in the wreath in memory or 
honor of any departed or living 
veteran, a beautiful tribute to conclude 
a moving and special ceremony 
appreciated by all who attended.  



No. 01 | Vol. 01 
Winter 2021/22 7

Lane Memorial Parkway
AROUND THE TOWN

by Daniel A. Gagnon

Passed by many in Danvers each day, the blue 
memorial marker on the street sign for Lane Parkway near 
the Holten-Richmond Middle School stands in 
remembrance of a Danvers veteran: Lt. Ralph W. Lane, 
who died defending the United States in World War I. 
During the war, 730 men from Danvers entered the 
service, and 15 were killed either in combat or from the flu 
pandemic that ravaged military bases.

Born in Springfield in 1894, Ralph Lane later attended 
Worcester Academy and the University of Maine before 
moving to Danvers in 1911. A single man in his early 
twenties who was new to town, Lane lived in a 
boardinghouse at 20 Lawrence Street and was very active 
in the community. He was a member of the Maple Street 
Congregational Church and several clubs and bible study 
groups associated with the church, along with the Amity 
Lodge of the Danvers Masons, and the Danvers I.O.O.F.

Lane served in the Massachusetts state militia and was 
briefly deployed to the Mexican border in 1916 as part of 
an expedition sent to capture Mexican revolutionary 
Pancho Villa, who had led an army across the border and 
attacked New Mexico. After this campaign, Lane returned 
to Danvers and was appointed drill instructor at the state 
armory on Essex St. in Salem.

Once it became clear in 1917 that the US would likely 
join the ongoing world war, Lane’s state militia unit was 
federalized into the National Guard. Promoted to second 
lieutenant in August 1917, Lane and his regiment were 
under the command of Col. (later Major General) Edward 
Lawrence Logan, for whom Logan Airport was named, 
and were assigned to the newly-formed 26th Infantry 
Division in September 1917. Known as the “Yankee 
Division” because it was made up of New England 
National Guard units, the 26th Infantry Division is the 
namesake for Route 128: “The Yankee Division 
Highway.”

Arriving in France as the first unit of the National Guard deployed overseas, Lane and the Yankee Division trained 
with the French army to learn trench warfare techniques before entering the front line in February 1918 along the 
Western Front under the command of a French army corps. As soon as the Germans realized that Americans were in the 
line for the first time, there was a heavy German offensive in the area to try and break these new arrivals, but the line 
held.

That summer, Lane and the Yankee Division fought to slow the Germans’ spring offensive. While fighting along the 
Marne River, the Germans used poison gas against Lane’s position on the front line, causing him to be seriously hurt 
and hospitalized. (Cont. on page 7)

Lane Parkway in 2020

DANVERS VETERANS NEWSLETTER
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In a bizarre twist, when Lane was recovering in an Army field hospital, he 

encountered another Danvers man who served on a different section of the 

front with a field artillery regiment: Corp. Harold P. Sillars. Not only were 

these two men from Danvers, but they were friends who lived in the same 

boardinghouse on Lawrence Street! This unique “joyous reunion” was 

noteworthy enough to be mentioned in the Boston Globe.

By October, Lane was back with his unit to participate in the Meuse-

Argonne Offensive, the final push that ended in the armistice of November 11, 

1918. But, he never lived to see the Allied victory.

The Yankee Division was along the front line north of Verdun, near Belleau-

Bois just below the French-Belgian border. This area was desolate, charred, 

and cratered land that had been destroyed during the Battle of Verdun two 

years prior, and known as “Death Valley” to the troops. The Yankee Division, 

as one of the most experienced American units in France – which previously 

survived bullets whizzing overhead, charges of German shock troops, constant 

shelling, mud, rats, and poison gas – was given the task of fighting through 

difficult hills and ravines in this wooded region of the front.

(Cont. from page 6)

Lt. Ralph William Lane in uniform, 1917. 
All departing Massachusetts troops were photographed 

by the Boston Globe before embarking for France. 
Massachusetts State Library.

As the offensive began in other 

sectors, Lane and the Yankee Division 

assaulted Belleau, a wooded ridge 

alongside the road to the village of 

Crépion. They advanced into the wood 

on the 23rd, had to withdraw that night 

due to heavy shelling, and then 

advanced 500 yards on the 24th 

starting the attack under a 

smokescreen, at which point they 

encountered fortified German 

positions of timber and concrete. Four 

times that day the Germans withdrew, called in heavy artillery on the Americans, and then the moment the shelling 

ceased, charged the American line inflicting heavy casualties.

After a full day of brutal fighting, at 2:30am the next day, October 25, the Yankee Division charged back into the 

woods, in the pitch dark and pouring rain, as German shells fell around them. They took the wooded hill, but Lane was 

killed – only 18 days before the end of the war, and only three miles from where the front line ended up on Armistice 

Day.

On December 8, 1918 Lane’s obituary ran in the Boston Globe, alongside a large list of Massachusetts men reported 

killed overseas. The Globe noted his father John S. Lane as his only surviving relative. Back home in Danvers, the 

Maple Street Church held a memorial service on February 9, 1918 for Lane and Sgt. Hadley McPhetres, two members 

of its congregation who died in the war. This was the closest thing to a funeral that Lane ever received. (Cont. on page 8)

Lane’s draft card. Even though he was already in the National Guard, he was still required to ll out the form. National Archives.

DANVERS VETERANS NEWSLETTER
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(Cont. from page 7)

Lane Parkway’s memorial sign, 

dedicated November 11, 1929, notes 

Lane’s death on that October night, 

and the Army records likewise note 

his death that day, but he has no grave. 

According to the American Battle 

Monuments Commission that oversees 

the American cemeteries in France, 

Lane’s remains were either never 

recovered or never identified, and 

therefore his name is inscribed on the 

“Tablets of the Missing” at the Meuse-

Argonne American Cemetery in 

France. Closer to home, the sign on 

Lane Parkway keeps his memory 

alive. Lane’s obituary in the Boston Globe, December 6, 1918. Boston Globe, November 8, 1929.

SOURCE: https://spectersofsalemvillage.com/2020/11/09/lane-memorial-parkway/amp/

LAUGHING CAMPLAUGHING CAMPLAUGHING CAMP

What do soldiers do when they nd a scorpion in their tent?

In the Marines, they kill the scorpion.

In the Army, they call their CO and report the presence of the scorpion.

In the Air Force, he calls the front desk and asks why there’s a tent in his room.

DANVERS VETERANS NEWSLETTER
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How to apply …
Contact the VSO in the city/town in which you reside. Your local VSO takes applications, gets approval from DVS, and distributes benets.

You will need to provide paperwork to support your application
depending on your situation (see the Documentation section).

There are some online tools to assist with determining your possible eligibility and completing your application, but are not necessary to use.

■  Mass Vet Benet Calculator lets applicants answer questions to determine if they might be eligible for this benets. This calculator is 

neither an application for benets nor a guarantee of benets. Visit   massvetben.org

■  The VS1 Document asks for the demographic information and questions that your VSO will need to complete a basic application. 

Completing and bringing this form to your VSO will allow faster processing of your application.

Visit www.mass.gov/doc/chapter-115-safety-net-application/download 

3

CHAPTER 115 ASSISTANCE
What is Chapter 115?
This is a needs-based, means-tested program of nancial assistance for veterans and their eligible dependents or survivors with 

limited income. The program is administered by the Veterans' Service Ofcer (VSO) in every municipality in the Commonwealth and the 

Massachusetts Department of Veterans Services (DVS) under Massachusetts General Law (M.G.L.) Chapter 115.

Basic Eligibility
Any person who meets the denition of “veteran” under Massachusetts law (see Denition of Massachusetts Veteran chart on reverse 

side) who meets income and asset limits.

Reservists must have been called to regular active duty, at which point their eligibility is determined by the Denition of Massachusetts 

Veteran chart on the following page.

National Guard members must have been activated under either Title 10 or Title 32 and meet minimum active duty requirements based on 

dates of service (see Denition of Massachusetts Veteran chart on the following page).

Active duty shall not include active duty for training.

Eligible dependents of deceased veterans may qualify based on the veteran's service.

2

1

There are several levels of benets, which are determined by a formula which takes into account a number of factors. Ceilings are set for 
income based on 200% of the Federal Poverty Level (FPL). Recipients must apply for all available income and other assistance.

■  Shelter/Fuel*/Medical: This is the highest level of benets and provides nancial assistance to recipients to help pay shelter, heating, 
and medical premiums. These recipients have lower income than other benet levels.

■  Fuel*/Medical: This is the mid-level of benets and provides nancial assistance to recipients to help pay heating and medical 
premiums. These recipients have income that is too high to qualify for shelter assistance.

* Please note that “fuel” expenses may only be paid to those recipients who pay their own heating expense.

■  Medical Only: This is the lowest level of benets and provides nancial assistance to recipients to help pay medical premiums. These 
recipients have higher income than other benet levels, while still falling under 200% of the FPL.

■  Spend-Down: This level is similar to the medical only level, but does not pay 100% reimbursement of medical premiums as the 
recipient's income is above 200% of the FPL, and the benet amount is adjusted by the dollar amount that exceeds 200% of the FPL.

Medical premiums include Medicare Parts B, C, & D, Medicare supplemental plans, or private health insurance. Reimbursement of vision 
and dental insurance premiums or late enrollment penalties are not allowed.

Certain recipients who qualify at any of these levels may be eligible for reimbursement of other medical expenses, such as prescription, 
doctor, and hospital co-pays. Assistance may also be available for dental, hearing aids, eye glasses, and other medical expenses with 
prior approval from DVS and at a maximum rate allowable by law.

What benets are available?

CONTINUES ON THE NEXT PAGE
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CHAPTER 115 ASSISTANCE
What documentation is needed to apply?

The VSO will require supporting documents depending on the specic situation. Because this program is based on a qualifying veteran's 

service, the veteran's military discharge paperwork must be provided - regardless if the veteran is living or deceased or the relationship 

of the applicant to the veteran - in order to determine if the person who served meets the denition of “veteran” under Massachusetts law 

(see Denition of Massachusetts Veteran chart below).

Other documentation that may be required include the veteran's death certicate (if deceased); marriage certicate if spouse/surviving 

spouse is either the applicant or recipient; children's birth certicates; proof of children's enrollment in school; medical letter stating 

child's disability and age at onset; and proof of heating expense. There may be other paperwork required based on each applicant's 

specic situation.

The following paperwork is required for all members of the household:

5

■ Proof of income from all sources

■ Minimum of 4 weeks of pay stubs

■ Photo identication

■ Proof of residency 

■ Vehicle registration(s)

■ Proof of shelter expense (mortgage, rent, or property taxes/insurance as applicable)

■ Proof of medical premium expenses and health insurance ID cards

■ Proof of cash value of life insurance policy(ies)

■ Minimum of 3 months of bank statements for ALL bank accounts of all applicants

How long can I expect to receive nancial assistance?

Recipients of Chapter 115 nancial assistance may fall into one of several categories. For instance,

■ A recipient who is totally and permanently disabled or retired and collecting Social Security might nd themselves in a nancial 
situation whereby their needs dictate that they continue to receive benets indenitely.

■ A recipient who is not eligible for retirement or is not disabled and receiving SSDI might expect to receive assistance for a brief 
period of time while they secure a job. These recipients will be expected to seek full time employment and agree to an Employment 
Plan.

■ A recipient who is not eligible for retirement or is not disabled and receiving SSDI, but is temporarily unable to work due to 
medical condition might expect to receive assistance for a brief period of time until medically cleared and returns to work or is put 
on an Employment Plan with the expectation of seeking full time employment. A Medical Evaluation form from the treating medical 
provider must be submitted to the VSO.

CONTINUES ON THE NEXT PAGE

Did you know?
Massachusetts is the only state that requires, by law, every 
town and city to have a Veteran Service Officer.
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CHAPTER 115 ASSISTANCE

Denition of Massachusetts Veteran
rd(M.G.L. ch. 4, sec. 7, cl. 43  as amended by the Acts of 2005, Ch. 140)

ERA OF SERVICE DATES OF SERVICE REQUIREMENTS FOR VETERAN STATUS

Peacetime

World War I 4/6/1917 to 11/11/1918

11/12/1918 to 9/15/1940 180 days of regular active duty service

90 days of active duty service, one (1) day during “wartime”

World War II

Merchant Marine

Korea

Vietnam II

Vietnam I

Korea Defense
Service Medal

Peacetime

Peacetime

Lebanon Campaign*

Panama Campaign*

Persian Gulf

Grenada Campaign*

9/16/1940 to 7/25/1947

12/7/1941 to 12/31/1946

7/26/1947 to 6/24/1950

6/25/1950 to 1/31/1955

7/28/1954 to a date TBD

2/1/1955 to 8/4/1964

8/5/1964 to 5/7/1975

5/8/1975 to 8/1/1990

8/25/1982 to a date TBD

10/25/1983 to 12/15/1983

12/20/1989 to 1/31/1990

8/2/1990 to a date TBD

90 days of active duty service, one (1) day during “wartime”

90 days of active duty service, one (1) day during “wartime”

90 days of active duty service, one (1) day during “wartime”

90 days of active duty service, one (1) day during “wartime”

90 days of active duty service and
the Korean Defense Service Medal

90 days of active duty service, one (1) day during “wartime”

90 days of active duty service, one (1) day during “wartime”

90 days of active duty service, one (1) day during “wartime”

90 days of active duty service, one (1) day during “wartime”

180 days of regular active duty service

180 days of regular active duty service

180 days of regular active duty service

* Naval and Marine Corps DD214 must indicate Expeditionary Medal. All DD214s must specify campaign: Lebanon, Grenada, or Panama.

Requirement for Veteran Status for all dates of service must include a last discharge or release under honorable conditions.

Facebook
Town of Danvers Veterans’ Services

Danvers Veteran Council
Dick Moody | Tel: 978-774-5983

American Legion
Raymond Young | Tel: 978-857-9187

Danvers Veterans Service Officer
Kelley Rayos-Teixeira | Tel: 978-777-0001 Ext 3025

Town of Danvers Veterans Webpage
https://www.danversma.gov/departments/veterans-services/




