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BOARD OF HEALTH MINUTES – October 7, 2021 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chair Thomas McLaughlin, MD, held at Danvers Senior Center at 

6:00 P.M.  Also, in attendance were Dutrochet Djoko, Member; Sheila Laffy, Member; Judith Ryan, 

Public Health Nurse; Alicia Linehan, Clerk and, Ade Solarin, Director of Public Health.  

 

1. Administrative 

 

a) Notice of the meeting as posted by the Town Clerk 

 

b) The minutes of September 2, 2021 meeting were approved as written. 

 

2. Variance Request Sol Nutrition 

 

Chloe Brown, owner of Sol Nutrition is requesting a variance because there will be no grease 

involved at this establishment.  It will consist of protein drinks made from powder and water.  And 

the only reason for a sink is to rinse out the blender and measuring scoops.  The plans were 

approved by Public Health and a permit was issued to operate through today based on whether 

variance was approved.  If approved another permit would be issued valid through the end of 

2021.   

 

MOTION:  Djoko motioned to approve the variance; Laffy second; all in favor 

 

3. Environmental Health Update 

 

A draft copy of a Halloween flyer was submitted by Solarin to provide guidance to trick or treaters. 

He also shared with the Board, pictures of snacks that contain cannabis that are packaged similarly 

to commercial packaged candy.  These flyers are being edited by the Assistant Town Manager and 

once completed will be released to the public on social media. 

 

It is also recommended that those attending indoor Halloween parties, masks should be worn. 

 

Two new establishments were permitted this month 

 

• Sol Nutrition – 128 Locust Street 

• Flip The Bird – 198 Endicott Street 

 

Environmental Health Assessment is still being conducted at the Great Rock Church.  Once it is 

completed, it will be shared with the Board once received. 

 

4. FY23 Strategic Plan for Public Health operation 

 

The mission of the plan is to foster an interactive relationship between Danvers residents and the 

public health services provided by the Town.  Solarin’s vision is the creation of an independent 

Public Health Department for the Town of Danvers meets needs of the Danvers community. 

 

• Staffing 

• Resources 

• Technology 

• Office Space 
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MOTION:   Djoko motions to close the public hearing; Laffy second; all in favor 

MOTION:   Djoko motions to enter an executive session; Laffy second; all in favor 

MOTION:    Djoko motions to close the executive session; Laffy second; all in favor 

MOTION:    Djoko motions to open the public hearing; Laffy second; all in favor 

 

5. Covid-19 updates/disease surveillance/clinics 

 

Solarin updates the website every Friday with the information provided from Nurse Ryan. Last 

update was on October 4th with data from September 23rd through September 30th. 

 

Vaccination rate –  

 

12-15 years old - 51% 

16-22 years old - 66% 

23-34 years old - 61% 

41-55 years old – 65% 

To 65 years old – 71% 

 

Current case count is 77.  In the last 14 days there were 26.  About 15% of the Town of Danvers 

have had Covid. 

 

Nurse Ryan reported 286 cases compared to the previous month of 166 cases.  The positivity rate 

in the last 14 days is 3.6.  As of Wednesday evening, Danvers positivity rate was 3.6; Essex county 

was 3.2.  As of 5:30 PM there were 60 cases since last Thursday.  Last week there were 77 cases.  

The amount of school age children’s cases has increased to 18 this week. Exposure with all the 

other variants is 15 minutes but with the Delta variant it is a minute.  

 

There is a problem with the home tests. They are not accepted from a Public Health perspective 

and there are lot of individuals conducting the home tests.  When these people are contacted, they 

are encouraged to go take a PCR Test but there are still several people not taking the PCR test.  

Had a situation in a household where 3 out of 4 took a home test and they came back positive, but 

the physician told them not to get PCR tested.  If there is not a documented PCR, if there are letters 

required to return to work or travel, Nurse Ryan will not be able to provide that letter.  She can not 

tell the school that the children can return if there is not a PCR test conducted. 

 

Schools, businesses, long-term and assisted living are sporadic.  Working on a couple of clusters 

within businesses. The Danvers schools are conducting the test and stay.   

 

Danvers and the 5 other community clinics have been put on hold to administer the booster. 

 

Non-Covid - 1 Campy and 1 lime disease 

 

Flu Clinics – there one coming up on October 21st at Town Hall for Town employees. 

 

Solarin received an email from the DPH Commissioner identifying our area to host a 

commonwealth booster site.  They would oversee PR, expenses, etc.  Originally the Doubletree 

was the chosen location.  However, they are now working with North Shore Community College to 

occupy some of their space.  They are looking to launch this very soon.  Solarin requested at date 

and information documents which can be shared with Danvers residents.  
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Djoko took the time to thank the Public Health staff for all of their hard work.   

 

With no further business at hand, the Board adjourned. 

 

Respectfully submitted for your approval, 

 

 

 
Ade Solarin 

Director of Public Health 

 

 


