
 

Town of Danvers 

Board of Health Dr. Thomas McLaughlin, MD 

Dutrochet Djoko, PharmD 

Sheila Laffy 

Public Health Office 
Department of Land Use & Community Services 
TOWN HALL ,1 SYLVAN STREET 
DANVERS, MASSACHUSETTS 01923  
T: (978) 777-0001 | F: (978) 762-0215 

 

Meeting Minutes of December 23, 2021 
All members of the Board were in attendance and staff members Judith Ryan and Aaron Henry. 

The Chair convened the Board's emergency meeting at 5:10 PM, immediately raising the sole agenda 
item regarding the potential adoption of an indoor mask regulation.  Staff provided a template 
regulation, initially drafted by the law firm Koppelman and Paige for the Town of Essex. 

The Chair brought up that given the dramatic increase in cases in Town over the last week, as 
documented by Ms. Ryan, the Board felt the need to act was critical.  The Board members all felt that an 
indoor requirement was vital to adopt to help minimize the spread in the community.   

The conversation quickly moved to discuss when the mandate might begin.  Of particular concern was 
the Sunday after Christmas, when heavy shopping traffic would be expected at the Liberty Tree Mall.  
Ultimately it was determined to start as soon as possible, Friday, December 24 at 12:01 AM.  Staff 
suggested that the Board be included in staff's weekly communications regarding the number of COVID 
cases in the community.  Because the Board wishes to drop the requirement as quickly as possible, this 
will allow them to respond promptly to changing trends.  That there would be difficulty enforcing this 
given the short notice was discussed and understood by Board members. 

At this time, the Board shifted to a more detailed discussion of the proposed Regulation, making edits to 
almost every section.  A redlined version showing the changes is attached to these minutes. 

Board member Djoko moved to approve the revised Regulation, which Laffney seconded.  The Board 
unanimously adopted the motion. 

The meeting adjourned at 6:22 PM. 
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