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BOARD OF HEALTH MINUTES – September 2, 2021 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chair Thomas McLaughlin, MD, held at Danvers Town Hall at 7:00 

P.M.  Also, in attendance were Dutrochet Djoko, Member; Sheila Laffy, Member; Judith Ryan, Public 

Health Nurse; Alicia Linehan, Clerk and, Ade Solarin, Director of Public Health.  

 

 

1. Administrative 

 

a) Notice of the meeting as posted by the Town Clerk 

 

b) The minutes of August 5, 2021 meeting were approved as written. 

 

2. Suspension notification for Village Foods and Shell 

 

The suspensions will begin September 26, 2021 through October 7, 2021.  Letters will be mailed to 

each establishment next week. 

 

3. Executive Session 

 

MOTION: Djoko motions to move into the Executive Session; Laffy second; all in favor 

 

MOTION:  Djoko makes a motion to end the Executive Session; Laffy second; all in favor 

 

MOTION:  Djoko makes a motion to move into the Public Hearing; Laffy second; all in favor 

 

 

4. Environmental Health Updates 

 

The Massachusetts Department of Public Health announced today that that West Nile virus has been 

detected in a pool of mosquitos in the Town of Danvers.  The risk level has been raised from low to 

moderate in the Town.  In response a Press Release was put together for immediate release.   

Treatments done at the catch basins are all current.  Solarin has also coordinated with the North East 

MA Mosquito Control District to treat the fresh water with larvicides which will be done next week.  

Supplemental traps will also be placed in the area to collect and test muscular species.  Because the 

muscular species that was tested for West Nile virus is a human and mammal species.  It is 

recommended that we allow the Northeast MA Mosquito Control District to block areas ULV 

adulticide application to reduce the current muscular population that may be carrying the West Nile 

virus. The ULV adulticide application is an insecticide used to kill adult muscatels.  These 

applications are either done by a ground application which is using fogging equipment mounted on 

trucks. Or an area application using aircrafts.  Most are applied with low volume sprays.  The ULV 

spray is very fine aerosol droplets that stay aloft and kill flying muscular on contact.  The ULV 

application involves small quantities of pesticides active ingredients in regulation to the size of the 

area treated.  Typically, it is 3 ounces per acre.  This is a risk to the people and the environment. The 

adulticides can be used without posing risks to the concerned population or to the environment an 

applied according the pesticide label. The EPA’s evaluation of muscular control project includes a 

showing of the use of such products according to label and directions does not pose risks to 

vulnerable populations including children and pregnant women. 
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The use of malathion, a type of adulticide which has been approved for use in the U.S. since 1956, 

raises health concerns when applied by air. But by ground application, which is fogging mounted on 

trucks, does not raise concern. 

 

Naled registered since 1969 in the U.S. The EPA 2020 draft human health risk assessment identifies 

potential risks immediately following arial application. This could pose a risk to young children if 

contacts were deposited shortly after application.   

 

Prallathrin, synthetic pesticide, has been registered in the US since 1979.  The health risk assessment 

states that it does not pose any health risks when applied according to the label.  At high exposure 

levels, can affect the nervous system. 

 

Solarin stated that the safest position is to continue with the larvicide treatment.  The Board agrees 

that by reducing the risk is beneficial. And that a public announcement with precautions is sufficient.   

 

MOTION: Djoko makes a motion to decline the ULV adulticide and area spraying; Laffy second; 

all in favor  

 

5. Review of the Health Department’s operations 

 

(1) Staffing  

 

The Public Health office needs a full-time administrative assistant exclusively dedicated to the 

Public Health office. Currently is Alicia Linehan who is pulled in several different directions. 

 

Animal Control Inspector resigned June 27, 2021. Solarin has put together an Animal Control 

Officer and Inspector job vacancy position which will be posted by next week.  In the meantime, 

the Inspectors for the Town of Middleton, Kevin, and Beverly, are filling in for position. 

 

The full time benefitted Public Health Inspector vacancy was posted on July 30, 2021.  Three 

applications were received so far which are under review.  Qualified candidates will be invited 

in for interviews very soon.  This is a Union position with a pay scale of $52, 337 to $68,516 

 

(2) Resources 

 

We have been rewarded a contact tracing grant which will provide $407, 000 funding for the 

remainder of the FY22 and FY23. There will be 7 communities using this funding source.  The 

state is eliminated the CDC, the community tracing collaborative.  They would prefer individual 

municipalities to oversee their own contact tracing. 

 

(3) Technology 

 

The online permitting system has been updated but no live yet, still working on some details.  

Looking to go live in the next couple of weeks.  

 

(4)  Office Space 

 

Two workstations with higher cubicle walls and a door have been installed and allow for some 

privacy. But not an ideal solution.    
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6. COVID-19 updates/Public Health Nursing Updates 

 

COVID 

 

Nurse Ryan reported on the numbers of COVID cases in the past weeks: 

 

From 8/5 – 9/2:   166 cases 

From 8/26-9/2:  36+ cases 

 

Age break-down was from 3 years of age to 98 years of age 

  

Breakthrough cases hard to get the numbers because there is no specific report for vaccinated 

individuals. For the month of July there were 14 break-through cases out of 35 cases.  In the month 

of August there were 59 break-through cases out of 157.  These include asymptomatic cases. Those 

cases that Ryan deals with are generally not asymptomatic. And the ones who have symptoms, are 

usually mild such as a runny nose and scratchy throat. 

 

Vaccination rates:  12-15 years old - 51% 

                               16-22 years old - 66% 

                               23-40 years old - 67% 

                               41-50 years old – 73% 

                               51-64 years old – 77% 

                                 

Covid Booster Clinics: Nurses are looking to do clinics for first responders, one per communities.  

For the public possibly brining in an ambulance company. 

 

Schools: Ryan has been in constant contact with the schools, both public and private, with guidance.  

The public schools will be conducting a test and stay, a PCR test, for those students who were close 

contacts in school.  If close contact or asymptomatic then they can remain in school and will be tested 

for 7 days straight.  A note will be distributed to parents for signature to authorize this test.  If parent 

opts out of the test, then the child will need to remain home.  These are only for school exposures.  

Not considered a close contact for students in a classroom or bus who are seated 3 feet apart with a 

mask.  Private schools do not have to follow these guidelines, however most do.  

 

Non-COVID 

 

Salmonella: 2    

 

Campy: 2 

 

HGA: 1  

 

Disaster Prep: State will mandate another drill soon.    

 

Flu Clinics:  Employee flu clinic at Town Hall on October 21st. Ryan working with Djoko on a flu 

clinic at the Senior Center.  Also visits will be conducted to the schools to immunize the school staff. 
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Mark Zuberek, Town Meeting Member, asked the age group of those infected have been identified 

in a month.  He stated that in the recent School Committee there were facts supplied to those who 

are students.  Solarin stated that at the meeting, he mentioned 20 cases for the age range of 0-16 years 

of age. Ryan stated that all the numbers she receives, and reports are for the Town of Danvers. Dr. 

McLaughlin stated that most children unless tested may be A Symptomatic, so the numbers could be 

higher.   

 

Zuberek asked what the authority The Board must issue a mask mandate.  Djoko responded that The 

Board has the authority to issue advisories and mandates to protect the public. Dr. McLaughlin stated 

that The Board is doing this for the safety and health of fellow citizens.  And in states where there 

are no mask mandates, such as Florida and Texas, they have the highest rates of Covid.  In Texas 

there are no pediatric ICU beds left in the entire state with the highest case fatality rates.  The Board 

is trying to prevent a public health disaster. Cases will rise as everyone is indoors for the winter. And 

particularly with students who are not vaccinated, many of whom will be asymptomatic carriers of 

the virus.  These students will bring it home to parents and others within their household who may 

not have been or cannot be vaccinated.  They can also spread to their teaches, bus drivers, etc. And 

children are usually asymptomatic, unlike adults.  This is a simple noninvasive measure that helps to 

control the transmission of the virus. 

 

With no further business at hand, the Board adjourned. 

 

Respectfully submitted for your approval, 

 

 

 
Ade Solarin 

Director of Public Health 

 

 


