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Danvers Select Board Minutes                              March 1, 2022  

 
 
The regular meeting of the Danvers Select Board was held on Tuesday, March 1, 2022, at 6 P.M. in the Daniel J. 
Toomey Hearing Room, Town Hall, 1 Sylvan Street, Danvers. Present were Gardner S. Trask III, Chair, Daniel C. 
Bennett; Maureen A. Bernard; Matthew E. Duggan; and David A. Mills. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all in 
attendance. 
 
Select Board member Bennett motioned the Board to approve the Minutes of February 15, 2022, as presented, se-
conded by Select Board member Bernard, and approved 5-0  
 
New Public Business:  None 
 
The Board reviewed an application by Rising Reg LLC, d/b/a HIGH5EM, Event Coordinator Ashley Steeves, 
requesting permission to host a road race, “Danvers 7 Miler,” on Sunday, April 10, beginning at 9 A.M. at Tapley 
Park, 139 Park Street, and ending across from Tapley Park on the Rail Trail.  As applicant’s paperwork was in order, 
and she has coordinated other successful road races in Danvers, Select Board member Bennett motioned the Board 
to approve the application, seconded by Select Board member Bernard, and voted 5-0.  

Grounds & Forestry Division Supervisor Travis Reardon appeared before the Board to request that the Town 
proclaim April 29, 2022, as “Arbor Day” in the Town of Danvers. Select Board member Duggan read the 
proclamation after which he motioned the Board to approve as presented, seconded by Select Board member 
Bennett, and voted 5-0.    

Representatives of a local motorcycle club appeared before the Board to request that the Town proclaim  March 28-
April 30, 2022, as “Motorcycle Safety Awareness Period” in the Town of Danvers, calling attention to the need for 
motorists and pedestrians to be mindful of motorcycles as the weather turns warmer and their numbers on the 
road increase.  Select Board member Trask read the proclamation after which he motioned the Board to approve as 
presented, seconded by Select Board member Bernard, and voted 5-0. 
 
Police Chief Lovell appeared before the Board to provide details of a recently-filed dog complaint (boxer attacked 
by pit bull).  Having reviewed the DPD report and learning that the pit bull’s owner has admitted to this being the 
second instance of such conduct, the Select Board was in agreement that a properly advertised Dog Hearing should 
be conducted by the Police Chief in keeping with similar occurrences in Town.  Toward this end, Select Board 
member Bernard made a motion that the Select Board request Police Chief Lovell to conduct a hearing (the timing 
of which is at his discretion), with proper notification to affected parties, seconded by Select Board member 
Bennett, and voted 5-0.  
 

Information Technology Director Colby Cousens was present to provide an update on IT’s collaboration with 
Danvers Community Access Television (DCAT) to refine the processes by which public meetings may adopt a more 
refined, hybrid approach.  In particular, DCAT and IT are focusing their efforts on the Daniel J. Toomey Hearing 
Room, Holten-Richmond Multi-purpose Room, and the Senior Center, even though, at present, the Center’s 
meeting /projection facilities are considered “the gold standard.” Future venue updates include the DPD’s Training 
Room.  An in-depth discussion followed of what the Town has learned through 2½ years of Covid-mandated social 
distancing, the need for remote meetings, and the deficiencies we needed to overcome while working toward 
ensuring the public’s ability to participate in public discourse.  While acknowledging that there was no “perfect” set-
up from the public’s perspective, Select Board members acknowledged that it was an evolutionary process, still in 
the pilot stage [def. “an experimental or preliminary trial or test of a process on a limited scale”] which, to date, is 
considerably more sophisticated than what was available in 2020. 
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Select Board comments/questions included the following: 

(1)  We can’t overcome someone’s inability to join a meeting; we will enhance the meeting experience. 
(2)  There are technical hurdles to be faced, but the reality is that what we’ve provided, born from the pandemic, 

goes above and beyond. 
(3)  With proposed enhancements, “what will be the process for managing the meeting and/or speakers; will the 

Chair be able to mute ‘All,’ until a person is recognized?  Colby acknowledged that the IT Department is still in 
the  analysis phase but that a procedure would be built around that. 

(4)  Great presentation; we need clear procedures for public to follow in order to fully participate. 
(5)  Well presented; likely boards will need staff oh hand to facilitate, at least in the early days. 
(6)  The model described is how it’s done at the Senior Center, “a model to replicate,” without wires on the floor. 
 
Select Board member Bennett motioned the Board to allow remote participation at all subsequent meetings of all 
applicable local public bodies in the Town of Danvers per the requirements of 940 CMR 29.10, with a review in six 
months’ time to determine how it’s working out, seconded by Select Board member Mills, and voted 5-0.   
 

Mr. Zuberek commented that Town may have adhered to the letter of the Open Meeting Law, but not the spirit 
with the public forced to stay on the sidelines.  Select Board members countered that the pandemic forced the 
Town in new directions while struggling to keep government operating with new processes, remaining mindful of 
the Open Meeting Law, which the Town did not violate at any time.  “We can’t fix the past, and there are good 
people working to solve the problem.  I’m confident that management and staff will come up with something that 
works.”   

 
The Select Board continued discussion of potential establishment of a recall election provision which included 
comprehensive (not exhaustive) research by Select Board member Trask and an outline of the procedure to be 
followed, with input from the sub-committee, which included Town Manager, Town Clerk, Town Counsel and Select 
Board member Mills. Select Board member Bennett expressed his discomfort with the process outlined and 
suggested that the Select Board consider a review of the Charter and Town Manager Act, both of which have not 
undergone scrutiny for many years.  Toward that end, Select Board member Bennett motioned to table this effort 
indefinitely, until such time as the Charter and Town Manager Act have undergone a thorough review.  Select Board 
member Mills, in seconding the motion, noted that the recall effort felt “reactionary” and was a ”drastic component 
to add to our governmental process.”  Select Board member Trask, in defense of moving the recall petition forward, 
advanced the motion to table the recall effort indefinitely, and it was voted 4-1 (Select Board member Trask 
opposed to tabling the effort indefinitely; the motion passed).  
 
Town Manager Report 

• March 12 budget presentation in Toomey Room; expectation is that Tech budget to increase again this year by 
half million dollars.  Local mayors in agreement that enrollment cap makes sense, and State delegation confirms 
town within its rights to make this request.   

• Chair circulated short Facebook video of downtown flagpole during the squall which caused structural damage.  
Working with DPW and MIIA to have replacement installed by Memorial Day. 

• Strategic Plan (with $150,000 State grant) out to bid; vendors requesting bid packets in significant numbers. 

• Equity & Inclusion position interviews (4 thus far; 1 tomorrow) concluding.  Panel consisted for Dee Djoko 
(HRIC), Noelle Boc (Library Director), Keith Taverna (Acting Supt.), Jen Breaker and the Town Manager. 

• Attended Legislative Breakfast sponsored by Peabody Chamber of Commerce. Town Managers/Administrators 
bound by code to refrain from politics and had experiences which differ from Mayors, often finding themselves 
on an “island of political neutrality.”  Select Board member Bennett thanked the Town Manager for his efforts 
in dealing with issues we never could have anticipated.   
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Select Board member Bennett motioned the Board to approve the Consent Calendar  items as presented, seconded 

by Select Board member Mills, and voted 5-0. 

Common Victualler:  Boston Bread, LLC, d/b/a Panera Bread, Liberty Tree Mall 

Banner:   Danvers Babe Ruth, over High School, March 14-20, 2022 

 
Correspondence, Select Board “New Business,” previous “New Public Business,” Select Board closing comments. 
 
Select Board member Mills 

• HRIC has had a very active year, and planning ongoing for Pride Month (June) with flag raising, a community 
picnic on the grounds of the Peabody Institute Library.  There is lots of enthusiasm for these events. 

• Senior men’s monthly dinners to resume in March, and the Senior Center continues to be a great place for life-
affirming experiences.    

 

Select Board member Duggan 

• Governor Baker recently signed extension allowing remote meetings (set to expire 4/1) extension to July 15.  One 
board hasn’t met publicly in person since; hopes an effort will be made to do so before 7/15. 

• Zoning: last night’s meeting approval given for use variance at holiday hits outside storage of automobiles.  
Applicant will knock old theater build a showroom still needs site plan review by pb.  Many dealerships already 
have use variance to store outdoors.  It’s an eyesore an area t hat needed to be repurposed.   

• Planning Board encouraged to look at Endicott Street corridor and consider overlay district to allow residential in 
that zone; town should be proactive in encouraging use of the property at #152 (former Denny’s).   

 

Select Board member Bernard 

• Danvers Housing Authority doing well; residents should reach out to Cindy with any concerns. 

• Thank you to Danvers Hardware and wish them well in their retirement.   
 

Select Board member Trask 

• Americanism Award to be handed out at VFW (Conant Street) to a deserving resident (unnamed at this 
meeting), 7 P.M., March 10.  All are welcome. 

 
Select Board member Bennett 

• Witnessed pothole repair on Dayton Street by contractor and DPW crews; “Thank you for your attention to 
that.” 

• If you meet a vet (man/woman, young/old), say “thank you for your service.” 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 P.M. 

 
Attest:  Catherine S. Ellsworth, Town Clerk 


